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German justice may probelralitlla(3ers- 

KARLSRUHE Gennany (AFP) ™ 

invSgae 

for the killings of Kurdish opposition figures after a f;- 

president charged the attacks bad been rvrfprwi fir>™ _ 


r c3T ^oeacy jeans tamer President Abolhassan 
Ban. S*b; was’ ’>ray^» sa i d a 

“SJE 6 *««■£»« department here Rolf Hanrach. h& 
BamSadr, givmg evidence ft* the second day Friday tdcU 

to “ ^Jmo a he w 
by 631 11305 spiritual leader Ali 
pjamenei had ottered ihe 1992 assassiiuttions in wrirfoe 
(see story on page - 2 ). Asedorreemberof.fel^^S 
serv^cunendym hiding, was prepared to testiiV 
eourt^outfe killings when four members of^Democ- 
ranc Party erf Iranian Kurdistan were gunned down in a 
Bedin restaurant, be added. 5 uown m a 
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Syrian movements in Lebanon ‘routine' 

BEIRUT (AFP) Syrian troops have been on the 
move in Lebanon over the past 48 hours, security ser- 
vices said but a high-lex-el Lebanese official 
described the operation as a routine redeployment. 
The Lebanese official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, told the press "these movements are not 
unusual.’' He added that "Lebanese authorities had 
been informed of the redeployment operation.” Svria 
keeps some 35,000 troops in Lebanon. Witnesses said 
tanks and personnel carriers had entered Lebanon at 
dawn Friday from the border post of Masnau. 90 kilo- 
metres east of Beirut. The Syrian military has dis- 
mantled two barricades that it kept for several years 
on the road from Beirut to the Syrian border and has 
handed them over to the Lebanese authorities, the 
same sources said. 
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King opens channel for dialogue after crisis 

HM s candid ’ speech to parliamentarians seen 

Calm prevails throughout Jordan 


fils 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a clear 
sign that the worst is over in 
the crisis that erupted over 
the increase in bread prices, 
Friday passed without any 
disturbances in all parts of 
the Kingdom except for 
two minor peaceful demon- 
strations in Salt and the 
southern city of Karak 
which was rocked by two 
days of riots last week. 

This state of calm (which 
was interrupted by noises 
from tens of wedding pro- 
cessions) was seen by offi- 
cials and citizens as a 
strong sign that the crisis is 
over because Friday was 
viewed as decisive day for 
the disturbances to either 
end or flare-up again. 

In another indication that 
normalcy is returning to the 
country. Karak residents 
said that army units, which 
were deployed in the city 
after the riots, withdrew 
from the streets last 
evening and an official 
source revealed that the 
curfew which was imposed 


on this hilltop ancient city 
of 25.000 inhabitants on 
Aug. 18 would be lifted 
today. Saturday. 

“We believe that people’s 
awareness, specially after 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s candid description of 
the situation (in the speech 
he made to deputies Thurs- 
day) (see separate story), 
the adequate measures 
taken by the concerned 
authorities and the respon- 
sible position by the main- 
stream opposition to pre- 
empt any sabotage have 
contributed to mnifirflining 
peace and order,” Ghadeer 
Taher, press advisor to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, said. 

However, security forces 
took no chances and were 
on a state of alert as they 
maintained vigil in major 
cities in the Kingdom. 

In Salt, about 300 people 
staged a peaceful demon- 
stration to protest the inc- 
rease in the price of bread. 
Demonstrators, almost all 
youngsters, shouted slo- 
gans 'demanding the rever- 
sal of the decision to raise 


to have ensured democracy survived in Jordan 

with two peaceful demonstrations 


bread prices before the 
protest ended in little over 
an hour. 

Eyewitnesses said the 
demonstrators also shouted 
slogans against the Kabariti 
government. Some also 
shouted pro-Iraqi slogans, 
they said. 

Security forces arrested 
25-year-old Kamal Gammo 
who. according to his 
brother, is a member of the 
leftist Democratic Unionist 
Party which is headed by 
Issa Mdanat and represent- 
ed in the government by 
Deputy Mustafa Shneikat 
and in the Lower House by 
Dr. Shneikat and Bassam 
Haddadin. 

Eyewitnesses said Mr. 
Gammo urged youngsters 
who were present at the 
town centre after the Friday 
prayers to protest against 
the increase in the prices 
bread. But they said Mr. 
Gammo stressed that the 
demonstration should be 
peaceful and that there 
should be no violence or 
attacks on properties. 

( Continued on page 7) 


Jordan expels Iraqi diplomat 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has ordered an Iraqi 
diplomat to leave the King- 
dom after he was found to 
be gathering intelligence 
information in another 
worsening turn to ties 
between Amman and Bagh- 
dad. informed sources said 
Friday. 

Adel Ibrahim, press att- 
ache at the Iraqi embassy 
here, is the second Iraqi 
diplomat asked to leave Jor- 
dan in five months. His 
expulsion follows charges 
that the Baghdad govern- 
ment had instigated bread 
riots in southern Jordan on 
Aug. 16 and 17. 

Mr. Ibrahim “has been 
asked to leave because of 
activities incompatible with 
his diplomatic status,” said 
one source. 

The source said that the 


notice was give “in the last 
two days” to the Iraqi 
embassy here and “enough 
time has been given to the 
diplomat to collect his 
things and leave the King- 
dom.” 

Another source said Mr. 
Ibrahim, who took office 
here in late 1992. was 
“found to be collecting 
intelligence information on 
Jordan rather than conduct- 
ing his normal business as a 
press attache at the emb- 
assy.” Both sources spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Iraqi 
embassy, but the Associated 
Press quoted Mr. Ibrahim 
as saying that he had not 
been informed of the expul- 
sion decision. 

In March. Hussein Fan] 
Khalaf, an assistant to Mr. 
Ibrahim, was ordered 
expelled from Jordan on 
charges similar to those lev- 


elled against the press 
attache. Shortly there after 
the Iraqi consul also left 
Jordan, but officials said the 
government had not 
ordered him to leave but 
that he had ended his term 
of office in Amman. 

Agence France Presse 
said Friday Press Jordan 
has also refused to allow 
another Iraqi diplomat 
Khaled Mousleh, to take up 
the post of first secretary at 
the embassy here. 

“The decision was taken 
after confirming that 
Musleh works as an officer 
for Iraqi intelligence ser- 
vices,” said a source quoted 
by AFP. The source did not 
rule out “reducing the num- 
ber of Iraqi diplomats in 
Jordan to the minimum 
level,” the agency said. 

More than 20 acredited 
diplomats work at the Iraqi 

(Continued on page 3) 


Talks with Palestinians to resume 
soon, Netanyahu informs Mubarak 

Egyptian threat to scrap economic summit spurs Israel 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
apparently shaken by 
reports Cairo might have 
cold feet on holding an 
upcoming Middle East eco- 
nomic summit, told Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mub- 
arak that talks with the 
Palestinians would resume 
soon. 

‘The prime minister 
informed President Mub- 
arak about the track which 
is planned in the talks with 
the Palestinians which are 
to be opened in the very 
near future including via 
the steering committee," 
Mr. Netanyahu's office said 
in a statement issued to the 
media late Thursday. 

Earlier on Thursday Pres- 
ident Mubarak, speaking to 
academics in the Egyptian 
city of Alexandria, said the 
world could not keep wait- 
ing for the right-wing 
Israeli government to make 
up its mind about its next 
step in the peace process. 

“For the past two months 
they’ve been saying we’re 
committed to our obliga- 


tions. but when? The Pales- 
tinians and the world are 
not going to wait 10 months 
or a year. 

“We have an economic 
conference coming up and 
I’ve told the Israelis that no 
progress in the peace 
process will hit the Middle 
East economic summit bec- 
ause not many countries 
will attend. That’s what 
we're worried about.” he 
said (see page 8 ). 

The Israeli government 
has not yet taken a decision 
on redeploying troops in 
the West Bank town of He- 
bron, an operation that 
should have taken place in 
march. The economic con- 
ference is to be held in 
November. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who nar- 
rowly defeated Labour lea- 
der and peace architect Shi- 
mon Peres in Israel’s May 
29 election, insists he is 
continuing the peace pro- 
cess. But he has so far 
avoided meeting Palestin- 
ian Leader Yasser Arafat, 
failed to move forward on 
Israel’s five-month overdue 
troop pullout from Hebron, 


and angered Palestinians by 
rulin g out a Palestinian st- 
ate in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip or negotiations 
over Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu this week 
linked the Hebron pullout 
to the Palestinians shutting 
down official offices in 
Jerusalem — a linkage rej- 
ected by Mr. Arafat. Heb- 
ron, home to 450 Jewish 
settlers and 94,000 Pales- 
tinians, is the last West 
Bank city under Israeli con- 
trol. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
Savid Bar Ulan would not 
confirm or deny reports that 
the premier’s top foreign 
policy advisor Dore Gold 
was to meet with Mr. Arafat 
in the Gaza Strip soon . Mr. 
Bar Ilian insisted that Mr. 

Netanyahu himself would 
not meet with Mr. Arafat 
“until we see the halting of 
violations (of the agree- 
ment) in Jerusalem and in 
other areas.” 

Mr. Netanyahu said noth- 
ing Thursday about when 
his government might go 

(Continued on page 3) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein’s speech to 
members of Parliament on 
Thursday has opened the 
channels for dialogue to 
end the problems created 
by last week's disturbances 
and to ensure that the King- 
dom's democracy has sur- 
vived the crisis, political 
analysts said Friday. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) party, Jordan’s main 
opposition group, wel- 
comed the King’s address 
to die deputies and said the 
party fully supported the 
Monarch's calls for consol- 
idating national unity and 
adopting a firm stand ag- 
ainst those who work 
against national interests. 

'The King has opened the 
way to a new political dia- 
logue on all issues that face 
us,” said Ib rahim Izzeddine, 
a former cabinet minister. 
The King’s speech was “v- 
ery frank and candid and 
had a very positive effect on 
everyone," Mr. Izzeddine 
told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day. 

The King “indicated cle- 
Will be a 
ree valuation of the political 
process and also set up a 
mechanism for the much 
needed political dialogue," 
Mr. Izzeddine said. 

“Democracy has survived 
and will survive” — this is 
the net message that one 
gets from the King’s app- 
roach, he added. 

In his address, which was 
broadcast on television, the 
King told the deputies the 
decision to increase the 
prices of bread and remodel 
the system of subsidies was 
inevitable but that the dis- 
turbances in the south that 
followed the decision had 
harmed Jordan’s stable im- 
age. 



His Majesty King Hussein on Thursday meets with members of the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament 
(photo by Yousef Allan) 


The King reaffirmed his 
commitment to democracy, 
public freedoms and fight- 
ing corruption and abuses 
of power. 

The King's meeting with 
the parliamentarians, atte- 
nded by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minister Abdul Ka- 
rim Kabariti, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh and 
other officials, was the lat- 
est in efforts to contain the 
crisis sparked by the riots 
and pave the way for new 
avenues of talks among all 
sectors of the society. 

“The recent events 
allowed our enemies to 
gloat and allowed them to 
get at what they wanted," 
King Hussein said 

“What happened had a 
negative impact on years of 
what we tried to build, to 
tell the world that Jordan is 
an oasis of stability,” he 
said. 

The King said the deci- 
sion to increase bread pr- 
ices was necessary to build 
a modem state, but pro- 
mised to review the eco- 
nomic and political situa- 
tion to avoid problems in 
the future. 

The King blamed “exter- 


nal parties” for the riots and 
said, in what was seen as an 
implicit reference to Iraq, 
that “there are many con- 
fessions with us that prove 
that a large part of this dis- 
sension had its origins out- 
side the country with gov- 
ernment decisions, commit- 
ment, support and incite- 
ment” Later, the King 
asked: “Is Iraq better than 
Jordan? Do you want us to 
suffer like the Iraqi people? 
Is there freedom of expres- 
sion in Jraq?" 

The IAF, whose 16 mem- 
bers in the House led a 23- 
strong group in vain efforts 
within Parliament to thwart 
the government's decision 
to raise the price of bread, 
on Thursday submitted to 
the King a petitiorT’tealling 
for a reversal of the deci- 
sion, an end to the military 
presence in the trouble-hit 
Karak in die south and the 
release of detainees held in 
connection with the distur- 
bances. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times on Friday, Hamzeh 
Mansour, spokesman for 
the IAF bloc in Parliament, 
said of the King's address: 
“I think the speech empha- 
sised democracy, which in 


Jordan requires an improve- 
ment (through changes) in 
constitutional and electoral 
laws.” 

Mr. Mansour, noting the 
King's emphasis on nation- 
al unity, said: “We fully 
support the King in stress- 
ing this. We must stand 
united in the face of those 
who work against national 
unity.” 

At the same time, the IAF 
deputy said, “we also need 
greater equality in terms of 
job opportunities, education 
and services." 

In its petition submined to 
the King on Thursday, the 
IAF called for more democ- 
ratic dialogue and legisla- 
tive reform. 

The petition, signed by 23 
deputies, said the signato- 
ries were keen on “defend- 
ing the nation, safeguarding 
national interests and 
ensuring national progress." 

It said the only way to 
ease tension was to cancel 
the decision to increase the 
price of bread, removing 
the military from Karak and 
releasing those detained 
after the disturbances. 

It called for a “national 
dialogue” to be held under 
the direct guidance of King 


Hussein to “ensure that 
genuine reform is adopted 
to legislation, policies and 
regulations.” 

Noting that past govern- 
ments had failed to adopt 
genuine reform, the dep- 
uties also called for a 
“well-designed" informa- 
tion policy “capable of 
relaying facts to the people 
and guiding public opin- 
ion." 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the King’s 
address to the parliamentar- 
ians on Thursday: 

“No one can ’be a good 
citizen unless he or she dis- 
played genuine affiliation 
to their country and nation. 
The Jordanian people must 
shoulder their responsibili- 
ties, protect national unity 
and prevent a recurrence of 
such events that had 
occurred in the southern 
regions of the country. 

'What happened in the 
past few days were painful 
events and let us hope that 
they would be the last and 
mark the beginning of a 
new stage in our life and in 
our endeavours for a pros- 
perous furure. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Government in reflective mood after jolt 


By Salameh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The setting of 
“Super Friday’s” burning sun 
on the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti, without any real distur- 
bance of law and order, may 
have given a new impetus for 
the government, wh-ich, 
within six months, fought too 
many wars on too many 
fronts. 

Observers and nailbiters, 
both in the establishment and 
in the opposition, looked at 
the first Friday since the dis- 
turbances broke out in Karak 
as the litmus test for the 
extent of “popular discon- 
tent” in the country vis-a-vis 
the government's economic 
policies, and (be strength of 
the “agitators’’ both at home 
and abroad in employing the 
popular grumbling to serve 
their own political purposes. 

Yesterday, the establish- 
ment, understandably, bre-at- 
bed a sigh of relief, while the 
disgruntled opposition was 
forced, among other things, 
to take stock of the situation, 
if not backtrack and review its 
tactics altogether 

Having lost their momen- 
tum, Ml Kabariti’s political 
detractors — and they are 
many — are not expected to 
give up easily having wa- 
tched die crisis fizzle our after 
last weekend's tremour. But 
their tactics, in view of the 
swift and resolute response 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
on the one hand, and the 
resilient steadfastness of Mr. 
Kabariti and his team on the 


other, are likely to change, 
having been overwhelmingly 
undermined by a sudden and 
sober realisatison that 1996 is 
not 1989. 

This realisation was finally 
made clear by die King’s firm 
and sobering remarks to 
members of the Lower House 
of Parliament on Thursday. 
His full and unflinching sup- 
port for his government and 
its agenda, his clear-cut warn- 
ings that the political turmoil 
of die 1950s and the 1970s 
would not be repeated, com- 
bined with his understanding 
of the economic pressures 
and his sympathy towards the 
people, all served to bring 
about a realisation that there 
is no repetition of 1989, at 
least where the continuity of 
the current government is 
concerned. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) was the quickest to 
adjust to the new reality by 
dropping their demand for the 
resignation of the government 
and by indefinitely postpon- 
ing a planned “march of the 
hungry million'* originally set 
for yesterday. 

The real motive of the IAF, 
which all but declared a truce 
with the government during 
the crisis, is very difficult to 
immediately ascertain. And 
whether it is Sheer pragma- 
tism or self-preservation, it 
became abundantly clear that 
the Islamic movement scored 
points with its constituencies 
by insisting on demands for 
revoking the recent price 
hikes, but more points with 
the government by cooperat- 
ing to restore law and order. 


It was no surprise, as such, 
that the King, on Thursday, 
and for the second time since 
the crisis erupted, referred to 
the Islamic movement’s 
“responsible role" in preserv- 
ing peace and stability in the 
Kingdom in the past as well 
as the present. This was, nat- 
urally, disturbing for the 
political left, particularly the 
Jordanian Arab Baaih Soc- 
ialist Party (affiliated with the 
Baghdad-based Iraqi Baath 
Party headed by President 


those who use democracy to 
abuse democracy. The dem- 
ocratisation process has 
allowed outside powers and 
forces to create for them- 
selves power centres in the 
Kingdom outfunction con- 
trary to Jordan’s higher inter- 
ests under the cover of free- 
dom of expression. The liber- 
alisation of the political sys- 
tem has produced a Jordanian 
media which (as in the case of 
the weekly tabloids) either 
serve external powers or 
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Saddam Hussein), which felt 
it was let down by its pre- 
sumed major partner in the 
opposition. 

The establishment, perhaps 
now more than ever, is mak- 
ing its own assessment of the 
situation, with the King call- 
ing for a "comprehensive 
review” that is aimed at iden- 
tifying any loopholes in the 
course that the state followed 
since 1989 the year that saw 
the launching of the democra- 
tisation process. Simultane- 
ously, and parallel to that. Mr. 
Kabariti will be malting his 
own review of his govern- 
ment’s performance in the 
last six months relative to the 
last seven years and the last 
seven governments. Both the 
establishment beaded by the 
King, and the government 
appointed by him, are now in 
a reflective mood. 

On Thursday the King all 
but said what he thought was 
wrong with the way Jordan’s 
democracy has worked since 
1989: There continues to be 


abuse freedom by publishing 
pure lies and fabrications 
which amount to a distortion 
of national realities and 
achievements, or (as in the 
case of the mainstream offi- 
cial and semi-official media) 
remain paralysed in their 
dealing with current chal- 
lenges or fail to portray a true 
picture of the Kingdom’s 
great achievements. 

The King also referred to 
the Failure so far to develop 
serious national political 
institutions. He spoke of the 
failure to find a framework 
for the silent majority to 
speak out for itself without 
intervention from the top. He 
expressed to members of Par- 
liament his frustration with 
former officials who turn, as 
soon as they leave office, into 
bitter opponents of any new 
administration. This, he said, 
while expressing full support 
for his relatively new and 
imtraditionaJ administration 
led by Mr. Kabariti, whom 
the King hopes will affect the 


required and long sought- 
after ch-ange. 

But change, in a country 
like Jordan, as last weekend’s 
developments served to rem- 
ind Jordanians, cannot be 
achieved overnight, or even in 
six months. The Kabariti gov- 
ernment, which look office 
only last February, showed 
that while it was no alien to 
political realities in the King- 
dom. it was still prepared to 
push matters to the far, and 
often, dangerous limits of 
genuine reform. The govern- 
ment. xvc hear, is also aware 
thai it has to deal with chal- 
lenges complicated by a 
residue stretching not only 
from 1989. but long before, 
probably since the establish- 
ment of the state. The cha- 
llenge, some observers say, is 
massive, but the maximum 
support from the leadership, 
whether on die political or ec- 
onomic fronts, appears forth- 
coming. 

Supporters of the govern- 
ment think it went too fast 
fighting too many wars on too 
many fronts all at the same 
time. They say it pursued a 
new and effective approach in 
foreign policy, it started tack- 
ling corruption and adopted 
daring measures for econom- 
ic reform while sacrificing its 
own popularity in the pro- 
cess. They recommend, how- 
ever, the slowing down of the 
reform process to ensure its 
ultimate success. The opposi- 
tion. in die meantime, are bet- 
ting on this government’s 
failure and the inability of any 
government to carry the day. 
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5 killed, 5 injured 
in blast in Algeria 


Germany denies deal with Iran 
over Kurdish killings trial 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Five peo- 
ple were killed and five others 
wounded Friday when a bomb 
went off in a market at Bou 
Haroun in the Tipaza region 
west of Algiers, security ser- 
vices said in a statement. 

The five killed were three 
women and two children. 

In an operation mounted 
soon after the explosion, secu- 
rity services discovered and 
deactivated four other devices, 
the statement said. 

The statement said that one 
of the planters of the bombs 
had been killed when another 
device went off but did not 
give further details. 

Alleged assassins killed 

Algerian stare television 
said, meanwhile, three sus- 
pected assassins of the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Oran, 
Pierre Claverie, have been 
killed by the security forces. 

Five others were arrested for 
extending logistical support to 
the men believed to have killed 
the bishop, who was blown up 
in his'car along with his driver 
on Aug. 1. the television said. 

It showed images of the 
three slain men, identifying 
them as Slimane Ouis. alias 
Abdul Karim, Fethi Toibi, 
alias' Walid; and Hocine 
Seghir, alias Abdul Jalil. 

They died during a raid 
mounted by the security forces 
on their hideout in the Little 
Lake district of Oran, where 
they refused to give them- 
selves up, the television said. 
It did not say when the raid 
took place. 

Last week AJ Wacan newspa- 
per reported that five extrem- 
ists. implicated in the bishop's 
death, were killed on Aug. 1 1 
in Little Lake, together with a 
sixth in the centre of Oran, in 
western Algeria. 

The television said Thursday 
that a Scorpio automatic pis- 
tol, fitted with a silencer and . 
belonging to Seghir, had been 
seized, as were a sawn -off 
$hotgun owned by .Ouis and a 
• Mauserr automatic*" pistol 1 used 
^liy Taibi. • -V‘» «: .• 


The five who were arrested 
have been charged with 
extending logistical support to 
the bishop's suspected killers, 
including transport, shelter 
and surveillance of the victim, 
the television said. 

The five were named as 
Mohammad Kouadria alias 
Salim. Kaddour Aidouni alias 
Adel, Abdul Karim Benkarala, 
Houari Larbi and Ahmad 
Seghier, alias Hmida. 

AU said they had played no 
direct part in the murder of 
Arch. Claverie but had provid- 
ed help to the three chained 
with the killing. 

Aidouni said on television 
that he had driven the three 
suspected killers in his car. He 
said they told him they intend- 
ed to plant a borhb at the bish- 
op's residence. Aidouni said 
Taibi was carrying a red ruck- 
sack which appeared to be 
very heavy and which presum- 
ably contained the explosives 
used to kill Arch. Claverie. 

The bishop was murdered as 
he was returning from a meet- 
ing with French Foreign Min- 
ister Herve de Chare tie who 
was then on an official visit to 
Algeria. 

“They asked me to go back 
to pick them up at exactly 
10:30 p.m." said Aidouni, 
who has a slight stammer. 
“When they got into the car, 
they seemed scared. On the 
way they said that in five min- 
utes, the bomb would go off.” 

Houari, for his part, said the 
three men bad laid their plans 
for Arch. Claverie’s murder a 
long time in advance and had 
also conspired to kill a French 
tradesman in the same district 
and a journalist employed by 
the radio. 

Mr. Oe Chare tie said in a 
statement reported by the mag- 
azine Paris Match that Arch. 
Claverie's murder was uncon- 
nected with his own visit to 
Algeria. He quoted the bishop 
■ of Constantine in eastern Alge- 
ria, Gabriel Pierouard, as say- 
ing the attack “would have 
happened anyway and would 
havB’reqirired iortg'and- oarefal 
planning." 


BONN (Agencies) — Germany on Friday 
denied that it bad reached a secret deal with Iran 
to free an Iranian and four Lebanese on dial in 
Berlin for the killings of four Kurdish leaders. 

Fortner I ranian President Abolhassan Bani 
Sadr said Thursday in Bedin that be feared the 
German government had struck a (teal with 
Tehran to free the five if they are found guilty as 
swiftly as possible. 

He based his accusations on a meeting in May 
between Bemd Schmidbauer, the government 
coordinator of the German secret services, and 
[be son of Iran's president Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

Accorcling to his information “what happens 
after the trial was discussed," be told a press con- 
ference. But deputy government spokesman Her- 
bert Schmuefling hit back Friday in Bonn saying 
die accusations were “absurd." 

Mr. Schmidbauer, a top aide to Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl who backs the European Union fEU) 
stand on maintaining a “critical dialogue" with 
Iran, visited Tehran as port of a humanitarian mis- 
sion, he added 

Ml Schmidbauer took centre stage in July 
when be supervised a landmark swap between 
Israel and the Lebanese Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
Jah guerrillas. The two exc-hanged prisoners and 
the remains of soldiers and anti-Israeli fighters 
killed since the mid-1980s in fighting in southern 
Lebanon. 

Earlier Thursday Ml Bani Sadr told the B erlin 
hearing that the 1992 assassinations of the four 
Kurdish leaders slain in a gun attack ou a Berlin 


restaurant was approved by both Ml Rnfsanjani 
and Iran's spiritual leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

Giving evidence for a second day Friday, the 
former president said be bad warned the four 
including the leader of the Democratic Party of 
Iranian Kurdistan, Sadegh Sharafkandi, that they 
were in danger after learning of the planned 
attack two months before it was carried out. 

But Iran’s top legal official lashed out at the 
Gennan court Friday for hearing Mr. Bani Sadr’s 
testimony. 

“The testimony of an outcast and a fugitive 
does not lend any credibility to a trial," Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi told a congregation during 
weekly prayers at the University of Tehran. 

“Why hear the testimony of someone who was 
cast out and fled the country?" Ayatollah Yazdi 
added An Iranian and four Lebanese have been 
on trial since October 1993 charged with gunning 
down the four leaders of the Democratic Party of 
Ir anian Kurdistan in a Bedin restaurant on SepL 
17, 1992. Iran has denied any involvement in (he 
assassination. Ml Bani Sadr was the Islamic 
republic's first bead of state until his ouster in 
June 19S1 under pressure from Islamic funda- 
mentalists. He has lived in France since. 

For (he bearing, (he Berlin court building had 
been sealed off with police vehicles and sharp- 
shooters wearing bullet-proof vests were posted 
on surrounding roofs. 

Ml Bani Sadr said earlier this week (hat hit- 
squads had been despatched to Berlin to assassi- 
nate him too. 


Yilmaz seeks reelection at party meeting 


ANKARA (AFP) — Former 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz. 
leader of the centre- right main 
opposition Motherland Party, 
will seek reelection as party 
chief against a former econo- 
my minister at a Motherland 
congress Sunday. 

“We will work hard to bring 
Motherland back to power if I 
am reelected," Mr. Yilmaz told 
the Istanbul-based liberal daily 
Hurriyet on Friday. 

Mr. Yilmaz, 48, was prime 
minister in the shoct-Uved 
right-wing coalition govern- 
ment with the True Path Parly 
of Tansu Ciller, who is now 
foreign minister, between 
March and June this year. 

This government failed after 
vgeeks personal disputes 
between Mr. Yilmaz and Mrs. 
iGHeaviavcbj ovals in iTmkey’s 
■ classical •'■Higit since■ ,r, 1993 


when Mrs. Ciller became True 
Path's leaden 

After breaking up with Mr. 
Yilmaz. Mrs. Ciller set up an 
alliance with the pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party in late June and 
Welfare leader Necmettin 
Erbakan became prime minis- 
ter. 

“Unfortunately, under Ml 
Y ilmaz' leadership Mother- 
land’s rule was very short. I 
pledge to restructure the party 
if I am elected le-ader” Isin 
Celebi. Mr. Yilmaz's rival in 
Sunday’s leadership vote. said. 

Ml Celebi, 46, a deputy 
from the western city of Izmir, 
was state minis ter responsible 
for the economy between 1989 
and 1991. 

Political analysts here said 
that Mr. Yilmaz' chances tcTbe j 

^onsfOitivc ; 
mandate wodd be higher at the - 


party congress in which near- 
ly 1.200 delegates will vote for 
the chairman. 

Motherland was created by 
the late president and prime 
minister, Tuigut Oz-al, in 1993 
during a mili tary regime which 
followed a coup in 1980. 

It won the 1983 general elec- 
tions held in an atmosphere of 
bans on political parties closed 
down after the coup. 

Ozal became president in 
1989 and Mr. Yilmaz was 
elected Motherland leader in 
June 1991. 

Mr. Yflmaz led Turkey to 
early general elections in Octo- 
ber that year, a ballot he Iosl 

His Motherland won 20 per 
. cent of tbe- national yote in the 
-December legislative .election 
: last year, running second after 
-Ml Erbakan’s Wdfarea'l - 


Baker tried 
in secret 
to push 
Syria-Israel 
negotiations 

TEL AVIV (AP)— Former 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker carried our a secret 
round of shuttle diplomacy in 
an effort to restart Israeli-Syr- 
ian talks last year, Israel's out- 
going ambassador to the Unit- 
ed States was quoted as saying 
Thursday. 

Mr. Baker, who served 
under Republican President 
George Bush, got the green 
light from U.S. President Bill 
Clinton after the Syrians 
asked for his help. Itaraar 
Rabinovich told Israel's 
Haaretz newspaper. 

Gadi Boltiansky, spo- 
kesman for the Israeli 
embassy in Washington, told 
the Associated Press Thursday 
that die Syrians approached 
Mr. Baker in an effort to spur 
negotiations. He said Mr. 
Baker wait both to Syria and 
Israel but “nothing came of 
it" 

Mr. Rabinovich, Israel's 
chief negotiator with Syria 
under the former Labour gov- 
ernment, said Mr. Baker met 
with Syrian President Hafez 
Assad and the Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in the 
latter half of 1995. but failed 
to restart talks. 

In the interview, Mr. Rabi- 
novich also denied that Rabin 
or his successor, Shimon 
Peres, had promised to meet 
Syria's demand for the rearm 
of the Golan Heights. 

“I state unequivocally that 
Rabin and Peres did not at any 
time promise the Syrians they 
would receive the Golan 
Heights back," be said. 

Asked if it would be possi- 
ble to achieve peace with 
Syria without returning all of 
the Golan. Ml Rabinovich 
said: 'It will be difficult to 
reach an agreement without 
this as the base, but 1 do not 
believe in defimtive-'stajte- 
■meiti&Wariy 'direetforif 


Salang Highway open but Dostum still wants autonomy 


KABUL (AFP) — Ex-com- 
munist General Abdul 

Rashid Dostum, who 

recently agreed with Kabul 
authorities to reopen the 
strategic Salang I Highway, 
still wants the regions to 
have wide powers, Afghan 
sources say. 

"Dostum is still demand- 
ing regional autonomy," a 
senior Afghan official told 
AFP on condition of ano- 
nymity. 

Gen. • Dostum, whose 
National Islamic Movement 
dominates most of north- 
west Afghanistan, broke 
with President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani in January 1993 in 
a dispute over power-shar- 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Cartoon — Moomin 

15:25. Pumpkin Patch 

15:50 Drama — Blue Heelers 

16 JO ~.Gxredy — Big Bnaher Jake 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Devant Moi 

17 m J0 Pyramide 

18:00 Chateau Vallon 

ISfcOO — Le Journal 

19:15 Paul Pas Rever 

19i30 News Headlines 

1935 Comedy — The Todteteons 

2fh00 The Album Show 

20:45 . — .Drama — Miami Vice 

21:10 Varieties 

21 JO ...Prism 

22 KM) -News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
23:15 Feature Film “Shattering the 
Silence" 

PRAYER TIMES 


Yet it is generally agreed 
by foe authorities in Kabul 
that foe reopening of foe 
Salang Highway — closed 
to the public for nearly 
three years due to factional 
fighting — is a move 
towards a general peace. 

“There is a much stronger 
chance for foe realisation of 
peace following recent 
developments with Dos- 
tum" said presidential pre- 
ss spokesman Abdul Aziz 
Morad. 

Rabbani ’s military stro- 
ngman Ahmad Shah Mas- 
ood. whose fighters form 
foe mainstay of the military 
defence of Kabul, is report- 


edly also pleased with foe 
rapprochement with Gen. 
Dostum, 

“We have always said that 
a ceasefire and the reopen- 
ing of national highways is 
a first step towards a gener- 
al peace," said Mr. Mas- 
ood’s press spokesman 
Amrullah. 

AmruDah added that Mr. 
Masood believed foe reap- 
pointment of Prime Minis- 
ter Guibuddiri Hekmatyar in 
May 1996 should be seen as 
the beginning of a new 
Afghan peace pro-cess, and 
it was hoped that other fac- 
tion leaders outside Kabul 
would follow suit. 

Yet although Gen. Dos- 


tum is mending foe fence 
with the new Kabul coali- 
tion of Mr. Rabbani and Mr. 
Hekmatyar, it is unclear 
what foe future political 
relationship beweeu them 
will be. Although Mr. Hek- 
matyar has yet to fill all 
ministerial posts. Afghan 
sources close to foe govern- 
ment state that Gen. Dos- 
tum is hesitant to accept any 
of them for his faction. 

. Gen. Dostum apparently 
objects to the fact that Mr. 
Rabbani — elected in 
December 1992 for a one- 
year term — still serves as 
Afghanistan’s president 
Unconfirmed reports say 
that Gen. Dostum may 


accept a seat on foe highest 
decision-making body in 
Kabul, foe so-called State 
High Council (SHC), which 
is more powerful than the 
cabinet of Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
fledgling government. 

Mr. Masood for example, 
who holds no political or 
military office in Afgh- 
anistan, a man known to his 
followers as simply “com- 
mander'', is a member of 
foe SHC. 

Mr. Hekmatyar himself 
has denied being a member 
of foe SHC, but it is well- 
known that he has attended 
its meetings. 

Even if there is disagree- 
ment over who is calling foe 


decision-making shots in 
Kabul, there is a general 
understanding that foe time 
for fighting is over and foe 
time for talks has begun. 

“We believe we have 
entered a political era in 
which sooner or later the 
warring factions will have 
to negotiate," said spok- 
esman Amrullah. “Four 
years of the fighting in 
Afghanistan has proved that 
a military solution is not 
possible." 

It now remains to be seen 
whether foe anti-Kabul 
Taleban religious move- 
ment will also lay down 
their arms and come to the 
negotiating table. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annuni cation 
Tel. 637440. 

De b Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church TeL 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 


Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
77J751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 11295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Hot weather conditions will pre- 
vail with temperatures rising 
above average by 3-5 degrees 
centigrade and winds northwest- 
erly to northeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MinVMax. temp. 

Amman ...... 23/36 

Aqaba ......28/40 

Deserts 20/39 

Jordan Valley „..26/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


Amman 34. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent, 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Hanna Mansora* 

Dr. Sa’id Thwfiq 

DnAfifShukri 

DcNklalAlDahleh 

Finis pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy .... 
A1 Asema pharmacy... 

Nairoukh pharmacy .. 

A1 Salam pharmacy ... 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shm easani pharmacy . 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBED; 

Dn Mazen Abu Bakir _. 
A1 Quds pharmacy ... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Ali A1 Dugbmi 

Khalifeh pharmacy .... 


— 798863 
...788285 
— 898863 
— 827195 
..661912 
—778336 
-.637055 
...623672 
-636730 
—644945 
-637660 
...847632 

-276852 
1— ) 

...911466 

...985417 
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Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ... 0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 

-661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 i i 

Radio Jordan ,7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Muasher HospitaL 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdah 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, AbdaH .664164/6 

Italian, AI-Motuyreen 

.777101/3 

AJ- Bashir; J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marks — .89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ...(09)986732 
AJ Hflkam Modern Hospital 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .....63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 

- .661111 

Qvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

OH Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Tire Brigade ..-617101 

Blood Bank .775121 


815615 

Electric Power Company 

- (VW1R 1 

IRBID: 

Princess 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Greek 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

Ibn Al 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

AQABA: 

Princess 


Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amu 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amu. 

-642441/2 

Jabal Amman. Maternity 

642362 

Madias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeis&ni Hospital — 669131 


.(03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
Internationa] Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 


always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtaiined on 
telephone (08) £2700 or (Ofti 523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 — Damascus (RJj 

1030 Aqaba faddURD 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 .New Delhi (RJ) 

10:45 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 — _Abu Dhabi Doha (RJ; 

11:00 — Colombo (RJ) 

15:10 — Istanbul (RJ) 

15:45 New York. Amsterdam/ RJ) 

17 JO Cairo (RJ) 

19:15 London, Berlin (RJ) 

20*-40 Vienna (RJ) 

23:30 — Madrid (add) (RJ) 

02:50 Madrid (RJ) 

03:40 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

05 JO Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

13:40 Muscat Doha (GF) 

14:00. — — -Riyadh (SV) 

15:00.- — Vienna (OS) 

19:35 —Amsterdam (KL) 

2035 .Cairo (MS) 

20:50 — Damascus, Paris (AF) 

21:10. — J3eirut (ME) 

21:15 London (BA) 

22:00 — Sanaa (IY) 

22:35 — -Lamaca (CYl 

23:55 -London (KJ) 

03:00 Kuwait (KL) 

03:00 — Rome (AZ) 

03G0 AntaliafTK) 

0630 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


50-station metro planned for Jerusalem ' 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Plans are being 
drawn up to build a 50-sration metro in Jerusalem at an 
estimated cost of $500 million, the local newspaper Kol 
Ha’ir reported Friday. Twenty-five kilometres of track, 
much of it under ground, would link downtown Jerusalem 
with foe northern suburbs of Neve Yaacov, Pisgat Zeev. 
French Hill and Ramat Eshkol and Guilo and Talpiot in 
foe south, it said. The newspaper said that municipal offi- 
cials were hesitating to ask the government for financing 
because they were hoping to operate the service solely on 
their own. Kol Ha’ir said a first installment of $80 million 
is expected to be released by the local authorities this year 
for surveys of land needed for the project. Test drilling for 
a metro in Tel Aviv was carried out on Sunday. The Tel , 
Aviv metro, which is scheduled to open in five years, will : 
involve 20 kilometers of track, half of it under ground. 
The Tel Aviv metro project, aimed at easing traffic prob- 
lems in the city of 1.5 million, is estimated to cost $1.4 
billion. 

Lebanese woman joins Israeli army 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 18-year-old daughter of an offi- 
cer in foe Israeli-backed South Lebanon .Army (SLA) and 
an Israeli woman has become foe first Lebanese woman 
to join the Israeli array, a newspaper reported Friday. The 
new recruit, identified only as Daraela. is a graduate of a 
Beirut high school and speaks fluent Hebrew, said the 
newspaper. Yediot AharonoL Her father is an SLA offi- 
cer and her mother a Jewish woman with an Israeli pass- 
port, foe daily said. Daniela was quoted as saying that she 
wanted to “perform her duty by wearing the uniform of 
the Israeli army.” Israeli women generally serve for 21 
months in foe military but are barred from duty in foe 
self-declared "security zone" set up by Israel in southern 
Lebanon in 1985. The newspaper said the rules could be 
bent in Pamela's case to allow her to visit her parents in 
southern Lebanon, where they live. She would also 
receive a number of other benefits such as a higher 
allowance, it said. At foe end of her military service, 
Daniela will be eligible to apply for Israeli citizenship, 
foe newspaper said. A military spokesman in Tel Aviv 
refused to comment on the report. 

Israeli foreign minister to visit Egypt 

TEL AVrv (AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy is to make a visit to Egypt in foe coming weeks, 
officials said Friday. The visit, agreed upon during a tele- 
phone conversation late Thursday between Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, is to take place by early September 
at the latest, they said. The visit comes amid tensions in 
Israeli-Egyptian relations over the apparent deadlock in 
foe peace process since right-wing Likud leader 
Netanyahu took office in June. Mr. Mubarak on Thursday 
threatened to scrub a Middle East economic conference 
scheduled to take place in Cairo in November unless 
Israel makes progress in the peace process. The U.S. 
State Department on Thursday rebuffed Mr. Mubarak's 
threat to scrap foe conference. “We continue to look for- 
ward to an economic meeting in Cairo in November,’’ said 
a State Department .Spokesman: “We hope •thtiF'tftB 
November economic meetingigoes forward.’’ ■ •*' 

Militants kill father, 2 sons in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Suspected extremists shot and killed a 
man and two of his sons in southern Egypt apparently 
believing them to be police informers, Egyptian newspa- 
pers reported Friday. The state-owned AI Ahram and A1 
Gomhouriya newspapers quoted security officials as say- . 
ing the attack occurred Thursday while foe three were I 
shopping in foe village of Nawa in Minya province. 220 
kilometres south of Cairo. The officials, who were not 
named, said the assailants opened fire with automatic 
weapons on Mahmoud Abdul Hakim Abdu Nasser and 
his sons, Mar'ee and Ridha, killing all three. Abdul 
Nasser, 65, was chief guard in the village. Militants have 
often accused civilian guards of working as informers for 
government security forces. It was the second incident in 
the area this week. On Wednesday, extremists killed two 
Christian brothers and wounded a third man in Malawi 
province, 260 kilometres south of Cairo. Extremists 
launched a campaign of violence in the spring of 1992 to 
try to overthrow Egypt’s secular government and replace 
it with strict Islamic rule. Police have cracked down hard, 
and most of foe violence in recent months has been con- 
fined to southern Egypt. 
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Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20 JO Aqaba (RW). 

HUA2 RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Air. Damascus 5:00 pm every 
Monday 

Dep. Damsons 7:30 am eiwy 
Sunday 

Ait. Amman 5:00 pm every 
Sunday L -.-‘ 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

A PPle- 700/500 

Banana. .600/600 

Banana (mukhantmar) .£201536 

Banana (imported) .850/600 

Carnot „.16W90; 

Cauliflower. 400/250 

Cucumber (large) _ 

Cucumber (small) .420/250 

Eggplant.... _.JJ20/150 

fig 340/240 

Garlic .650/400 

Crapes..- .400/250 

Lemon 320/400 

Marrow (large) 250/150 

Marrow (small) .......... .A50/300 

Mulukhiah 110/70 

Onion (dry) „.AS0/90 

Okra £00/500 

-3WW00 

Peach .850/600 

Pepper foot) 340/200 

Pepper (sweet) ^WQ/260 

Potato 350/200 

String Bean.. 850/604 

Sweet melon 350200 

Tomato JLM/M 

Watermelon 200/140 


09:50 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marka airport at KfcOO a.m.) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 -...Beirut (RJ) 

07 JO Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:00 — Vienna (RJ) 

12:00 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

1230 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

1230 -Amsterdam, ChfcqgpiRJ) 

13HW Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

13:15 .BrussdsAmgadarnfRJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

14ri)5 London (RJ) 

21:10 -Lamaca (RJj 

21:10 Riyadh, Dhahran (RT) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 -.Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:15 Jeddah (add - ) (Rj> 

22:20 AlwDnbi Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04KJ0 Athens (DA) 

W:00 Rome (AZ) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

M30. AbuDhahL Bahrain (GF) 

15:30 .Riyadh (SV) 

16:00. Vienna (OS 1 

20:45 -.Kuwait (KL) 

21:20 — Cairo (MS) 

Sanaa (IY) 

23:30 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 Fans. Damascus (AF) 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

04HW - — .Rome (AZ) 

WJ0 AntafiafTK) 

06:40 — — .....^..London (KJ) 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
marked her 45th birthday 
yesterday with the inau- 
guration of a student 
relief fund called “San- 
douk Al-’Dm Noor'* 
(Knowledge is Light) a 
new component of the 
Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation. 

Contributions to the 
fund will be distributed 
among needy students in 
public schools through- 
out thecountry. 

In addition to her 
numerous activities and 
projects, foremost 
among which are her 
duties as the Chair- 
woman of the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation. 
Queen Noor has been 
actively involved with 
finalising the plans of the 
National Task Force for 
Children (NTFC). 

This year signals the 
mid-decade marie for 
children which began 
with the 1990 World 
Summit for Children 
wherein Queen Noor 
signed the International 
Convention on the Rights 
of the Child and children 
were officially put on the 
highest level of the 
world's political agenda. 

At this summit, Jordan 
marked targets to be 
reached by tne year 2000 
concerning the reduction 
of mortality, disease, 
malnutrition and illitera- 
cy and has already re- 
ached a majority of these 
goals, according to the 
United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF). 

To ensure that Jordan 
keeps up the momentum. 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein entrusted Queen 
Noor last July with the 
establishment of a 
National Task Force for 
Children (NTFC), which 
has been occupied this 
past year with develop- 
ing plans, fora children s o1 . 
research .and . databases i 
centre with i -the supporters 
of the University of 
Chicago's Chapin Hall 
Centre. 

In addition to preparing 
a television series, the 
NTFC has also been 
working in cooperation 
with the Ministry of 
Social Development to 
review and develop the 
Draft Children's Law. 

One of the goals of the 
National Plan of Action 
for Children <1993- 



2000). which the NTFC 
has endorsed, is to pro- 
vide a safe and clean 
environment for the 
young. Queen Noor, who 
traces her environmental 
activism back to her 
freshman year at Prince- 
ton University when the 
first Earth Day was com- 
memorated. became the 
Patron of the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Conservation 
ot Nature (RSCN) last 
April due to her “contin- 
uous support of the 
RSCN’s projects and 
aims, her activism in 
environmental protec- 
tion, promoting aware- 
ness and initiating com- 
munity action. for 
which’ she also received 
the United Nations Envi- 
ronment Programme 
Global 500 Award last 
year. Biidlife Inte- 
national, a global conser- 
vation alliance that seeks 
to address global priori- 
ties for . conservation 
.using birds as environ- 
• mental .indicators, fol- 
lowed RSCN"s«'lead in 
the wish that she become 
their first Arab Honorary 
President. 

Integrating environ- 
mental concerns with 
socio-economic develop- 
ment is a cornerstone of 
the Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) phi- 


The NHF, which was 
founded 10 years ago, 
introduced a pioneering 
model to Jordan for com- 


prehensive national and 
regional development by 
combining goals for self- 
employment with health, 
education, national her- 
itage, environmental and 
community participation. 

It successfully 

advanced and mod- 
ernised developmental 
conceptions by progress- 
ing beyond traditional 
charity-oriented social 
welfare practices to inte- 
grate social development 
strategies with national 
economic priorities. Its 
innovative projects and 
programmes, which have 
received international 
recognition as develop- 
ment models for tne 
Middle East and the 
developing world, are 
designed for replication 
throughout the country 
and the region. 

Queen Noor plans to 
utilise NHF’s expertise 
in comprehensive grass- 
. roots development ... jn 
war-torn Bosnia-Herze- . 
govina.' .. ; »L r .‘; . ; \ v - 

Last-nwath,.the.Queen, 
joined thousands of 
refugee women in Tuzla 
to commemorate the fall 
of Srebrenica, bringing 
economic development 
aid and international 
donations from countries 
throughout the world. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of dollars were raised to 
fund economic develop- 
ment projects for the 
women of Srebrenica to 
enable them to start 


rebuilding their shattered 
lives. 

The “Women of Sre- 
brenica Project," whose 
steering committee is co- 
chaired by the Queen, 
U.S. Ambassador to Aus- 
tria Swanee Hunt and 
Italian European Com- 
missioner Emma Boni- 
no, is an on-going initia- 
tive to focus public 
awareness on the needs 
of the survivors and to 
provide concrete help to 
the refugees of the for- 
mer U.N. designated 
“safe-haven” 

Overcoming the chal- 
lenges of seeking peace 
in a fragmented world, 
whether in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina or else- 
where, is one of the goals 
of the United World Col- 
leges (UWC) — an equal- 
opportunity inter-national 
secondary education pro- 
gramme designed to fos- 
ter cross-cultural under- 
standing and global 
peace. 

Queen Noor and Presi- 
dent Mandela joined 
forces last November at a 
widely celebrated cere- 
mony in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, where they 
officially assumed their 
presidencies of the UWC 
and the UWC Inte-ma- 
tional Council respec- 
tively. 

The Prince of Wales 
and the President of Italy 
congratulated them in a 
speech stating that Presi- 
dent Mandela will broad- 
en the UWC's scope, 
while Queen Noor “will 
provide with ber wisdom 
and enthusiasm a new 
impetus in promoting 
peace, brotherhood and 
solidarity.” The Queen's 
“presidential duties" 
have included - inaugurat- 
ing the ninth UWC col- 
lege in • Norway with 
Queen^Sonia, 'hosting the 
•UWO’S- -.'first regional 
conference in the Middle 
East and giving the ke- 
ynote address at the 12th 
commencement of the 
UWC in New Mexico, 
where she received “the 
Volunteer of the Year 
Award" for her “JifeloDg 
commitment to volun- 
teerisra and service to 
others," as well as an 
annual $100,000 scholar- 
ship for Middle East stu- 
dents. 


Jordan rebuffs Israeli criticism 
of plan for dam with Syria 
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AMMAN (AFP) — Jor- 
danian Minister of Irriga- 
tion S amir Kawar has 
rebuffed Israeli criticism of 
a plan to build a dam with 
Syria on the Yarmouk 
River. 

“We have every right to 
build a long-awaited joint 
dam with Syria to exploit 
Yarmouk River waters," 
Mr. Kawar was quoted as 
saying by the local press. 

Israeli Environment and 
Agriculture Minister Rafael 
Eytan Thursday criticised 
the Jordanian- Syrian pro- 
ject to erect a dam on the 
Yarmouk River, which 
flows through Syria near 
the border with Jordan. 

Eytan said construction of 
such a Ham would consti- 


tute a violation of the Jor- 
dan- Israel peace treaty of 
October 1994. 

A joint Jordanian -Syrian 
panel reiterated in Damas- 
cus on Wednesday, a 1987 
commitment to build the 
“AJ Wahdah" dam on the 
Yarmouk River, a branch of 
the Jordan River. 

The Jordanian -Syrian 

committee was reactivated 
following King Hussein's 
August 3 visit to Syria, 
which sealed a reconcilia- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries. 

A lengthy part of the 
Yarmouk River runs 
through the southern tip of 
the Golan Plateau, occu- 
pied by Israel in 1967 and 
annexed in 1981. 


Israel previously threat- 
ened to blow up the dam 
site, a move which prompt- 
ed the World Bank to freeze 
plans to fund the project, 
estimated then to cost $450 
million. 

In his remarks Friday. 
Kawar said Jordan had the 
“right to seek all avenues so 
that it preserves its water- 
sharing rights of the 
Yarmouk River, and Israeli 
experts are aware of that." 

Israel, which controls 
common water resources, 
has failed to provide Jordan 
with an extra 50 million 
cubic meters of water this 
year as stipulated under the 
peace treaty. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 



Samir Kawar ■ 

during a visit here in early 
August that the water issue 
was a complex one which 
needed to be discussed on 
the regional level, alluding 
to the potential participa- 
tion of Syria. 
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. EXHIBITIONS ; ’ 

f AbsIrart (plastic) art by Lina Hiari entitled “Relationship Between Man aid 
ffetnre?' at the Housing Bank complex gallery, until Ang.,31. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Jordanian arfist Khalil A1 Kofahi entitled “from 
jordan~„ Man and Charming Nature” at the Royal Cultural Centra, until Aug, 

29. .. . v ; . . V U ' ... . ' ^ . V. . •' v ' V? ' • 

* “Summer *96” exhibition at Darat A1 Funum, Jabal Weibdeh, until Oct 8. 

“A Summer Souvenir” exhibition by Jordan River Designs, Adil Centre, 

. Shrneisani (TeL 813081/2), until Aug. 25. 

* Attract (jdas^) art by Husrafa °n Jerusalem at ; 

- thf. Or fart A rt haflery, 1 Imm Utheina (TeL 826932), tiptil Aug. 31. 


School start 
delayed; but 
teachers to 
report on 
schedule 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
beginning of the scholastic 
year will be delayed for 
one week. Minister of Edu- 
cation Munther Masri 
announced Thursday, and 
schools will open on Satur- 
day August 31 instead of 
today as had been previ- 
ously announced. 

The Minister’s announce- 
ment came two days ahead 
of the scheduled start of 
the 1996/1997 scholastic 
year. 

Dr. Masri said the min- 
istry's decision to postpone 
the opening of schools for 
one week was taken to 
allow for implementation 
of necessary repairs to cer- 
tain school faculties which 
were impacted by last 
week’s riots. 

Dr. Masri said the deci- 
sion applies only to stu- 
dents and that teachers are 
obligated to report to work 
today. 

He confirmed that the 
ministry has made the nec- 
essary arrangements to 
compensate for the unfore- 
seen delay in that addition- 
al periods will be intro- 
duced into the students 
daily schedule. 

A total of 1.3 million stu- 
dents will matriculate in 
4,000 schools around the 
Kingdom next Saturday. 


King designates creation 
of ‘applied university’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
has instructed the gov- 
ernment to create an 
“applied university" in 
Balqa Govemorate and 
appointed his cultural 
secretary, HRH Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad, 
as chairman of the uni- 
versity’s board of 
trustees. 

In a message addressed 
to Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, King 
Hussein said it has 
become essential to re- 
examine the educational 
requirements of the 
future so that “our soci- 
ety can develop its 
potentials accordingly, 
reassured and self-confi- 
dent.’’ 

The King also declared 
that “the new circum- 
stances which have 
imposed themselves on 
the region; the economic 
and political develop- 
ments which will affect 
its future and the chal- 
lenges facing Jordan call 
for preparing skilled and 
qualified human 

resources as best we 
can." 

“In light of expected 
transformations in 
restructuring public 
institutions I hope that 
you will set up an 
applied university to 
serve as another educa- 
tional aim embodying 
the country’s educational 
■philosophy while con- 


forming with the require- 
ments of the future and 
opening new horizons 
uniquely aimed at the 
Jordanian society," 
affirmed the King in his 
message. 

He also underlined the 
following principles con- 
cerning the new educa- 
tional institution: 

— The applied univer- 
sity should supervise the 
progress of community 
colleges, regulate their 
academic and vocational 
levels, help encourage 
qualified students to pur- 
sue a university educa- 
tion and prepare trainees 
to pursue vocational and 
technical occupations. 

— The applied univer- 
sity should provide guid- 
ance to community col- 
leges in carrying out 
their mission, help devel- 
op and improve voca- 
tional and technical 
training and enable these 
colleges to overcome any 
present difficulties. 

— The planned univer- 
sity should help commu- 
nity colleges overcome 
financial and administra- 
tive problems which 
have in the past negative- 
ly impacted training. It 
should also protect and 
guide these colleges. 

— The applied univer- 
sity should enhance the 
concept of sustainable 
education and ensure 
democracy in education 
for all as guaranteed by 


the Constitution, as well 
as ensure the capacity to 
absorb large numbers of 
students to ease the bur- 
den on government and 
private universities. 

“In the light of the 
above requisites the gov- 
ernment should create a 
qualified committee 
grouping specialists and 
experienced personnel to 
conduct a serious study 
of this national project." 
added the King. 

“In recognition of Salt 
as the base of Jordan's 
educational and scientif- 
ic development over the 
past decades, an applied 
university in that city 
would further promote 
its cultural role and 
would commemorate the 
efforts of our predeces- 
sors w ho studied in that 
city an*' later served their 
conn' he said, adding 
“l in.- .uuld be a manner 
of linking the country’s 
future with its glorious 
past." 

King Hussein received 
a cable from Salt Devel- 
opment Corporation 
board members express- 
ing their gratitude and 
appreciation for his 
move to establish Balqa 
University and alle- 
giance to his wise leader- 
ship. 


National Industrial Fair seeks to 
promote quality products abroad 


By ChristuaSchlegl 

'■Special to- the 'Jordan 
Tones 

The National Industrial 
Fair, organised by the 
Investors Association of 
Amman’s Industrial City 
(IAAIC) in cooperation 
with the Amman Chamber 
of Industry and the 
Exports Devel opm ent 
Corporation (CIEDC), 
dedicated its motto “made 
in my country" to ever 
improving standards of 
quality evidenced in vari- 
ous domestic products. 

The fair, which opened 
on Sunday, Aug. 18, at 
Amman’s International 
Exhibition Centre and will 
close its doors Monday, 
showcases 65 industrial 
companies which repre- 
sent plastic, electronic, 
metal, textile, medical and 
food industries as well as 
household and sanitary 
equipment 

The exposition's 

declared goal was to min- 
imise Jordan’s unemploy- 
ment problems by famil- 
iarising the public with 


• loeal manufacturers' -qual- 
' ity products rb_6ld-a£i*coin- 
petitive prices and thus 
induce them to buy 
domestic products instead 
of imported goods. 

A brochure issued at the 
exhibition claimed con- 
cern for the future of Jor- 
danian youth in support- 
ing the country’s industri- 
al and local markets. 

The IAAIC arranged 
this event especially for 
the support of its 327 
member companies locat- 
ed south of Amman in the 
so-titled Industrial City in 
Sahab, stated IAAIC 
Director Abdul Karim 
Kafkash in an interview 
with the Jordan Times, 
adding that the association 
provides assorted services 
for its members such as 
plumbing instalments, 
telephone lines, and elec- 
tricity. 

“The national exhibition 
is principally organised 
for its members. Although 
about- 10 % of this year’s 
exhibitors are not mem- 
bers as the association has 
also offered to aid these 


companies- [iri the market- 
ing of their products],” he 
said. 

The IAAIC began 
organising such shows 
five years ago, and despite 
its success - last year’s 
visitors numbered 40,000 
- not all members are 
granted the chance to dis- 
play their products given 
space limitations. 

National fair joins 
hands with international 
counterpart 

The organisation 

received support from the 
CIEDC, an association 
which supports various 
fairs on a global level, and 
its primary stated goal is 
that of attracting foreign 
investments. 

Such investments repre- 
sent a large percentage of 
the national market and 
the fair also emphasises 
the exportation of local 
commodities to 

international markets, 

including non-traditional 
ones like Italy, Germany, 
China and Japan. 


• Ji 

According,. ,. 1; to Mr. 

Karkash the sister to the 
National Fair - the 

International Industry Fair 
held last May - attracted 
many foreign investors, 
especially from the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Egypt. 

Feras Jallad, designer- 
engineer of Jordan’s Uni- 
versal Die Manufacturing 
Co. (UDM), the Middle- 
East’s larges: corporation 
for injection moulds, blow 
moulds and aluminium 
extrusion dies verified: 
“Taking pan in this 
international exhibition 
gave us the opportunity to 
focus foreign investors’ 
attention on our compa- 
ny’s products and thus 
helped us to increase 
sales. I think it was a big 
success. We will definitely 
join the forthcoming exhi- 
bition, designed for busi- 
ness and trade." 

The business and trade 
exhibition is scheduled to 
start on SepL 1. 


Talks with Palestinians to resume Jordan expels Iraqi diplomat 


(Continued from page 1) 

ahead with the pullout, saying only, *’we wall act respon- 
sibly.” 

’’The problem is one of security,” he said. ’’Hebron is 
very complicated, with two populations living in such 
crowded proximity. Ensuring the security of the Jewish 
population of Hebron is not only in our interest, but also in 
the Palestinians' interest, because violence in Hebron could 
explode the whole peace process.” 

Mr. Netanyahu also said his government ’’ reserves the 
right” to build new Jewish settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza, but has not yet discussed the subject 

The Palestinians have warned that expanding settlements 
could end the peace process. 

"We want Mr, Netanyahu to understand there’s a peace 
process that’s really in danger now,” Palestinian Minister 
Saab Erekat told Israel's army radio. 

"All the options of Mr. Netanyahu so far, aside from talk- 
ing about peace, are leading directly toward a major explo- 
sion that will explode in both of our faces.” 

Q inton assures Arafat 

U.S. President Bill Clinton has assured Mr. Arafat of 
continued U.S. support for the Middle East peace process, 
officials said. 

In a letter to Me Arafat on Thursday, Mr. Clinton also 
welcomed the patience and the goodwill displayed by the 
Palestinian president in the efforts to achieve peace in the 
Middle East, they said. 

The U.S. president was responding to a letter sent by his 
Palestinian counterpart on Aug. 14, the officials said. 

In his letter, Mr. Arafat urged Washington to intervene to 
break what he described as an impasse in the peace process 
following the election of Mr. Netanyahu as Israeli prime 
minis ter in May. 


Continued from page 1) 

embassy in Amman while the 
Jordanian mission in the Iraqi 
capital has only three, including 
Ambassador Bassam Qaqisb. 
Jordan has accused a “foreign 
government" of instigating last 
week’s riois in southern pans of 
the Kingdom that followed an 
increase in the prices of bread 

and animal feed. 

In a meeting with parliament 
members. His Majesty King 
Hussein said Thursday that some 
of those arrested after the riots 
that had confessed that “many of 
tbe disturbances that occurred in 
Jordan were incited from outside 
with decisions, backing, commit- 
ments and instigation from gov- 
ernments which sought to sow 
sedition in Jordan.” 

Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. who has been leading 
efforts to distance Jordan horn 
lraj since February, said last 
week that the ruling Baalhist 
Parry of Iraq had a role in the 
riots in Jordan, 

Several kadiSg’.lasmbers and 
supporters of the pro-Baghdad 
Jordanian Arab soc-ialist Baath 
Party are among those detained 
in connection with the unrest in 
the south. 

In his comments on Thursday, 


the King asked: “Is Iraq is better 
than Jordan? Do you want us to 
suffer like (he Iraqi people? Is 
[herefreedom of expression in 
Iraq?" 

Jordon sympathised with Iraq 
during the Gulf crisis sparked by 
the August 1 990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait and refused to join tbc 
UJS.-led coalition that evicted 
Iraq from the neighbouring emi- 
rate in February 1991. 

However, faced with reports of 
the suffering of Iraqi people 

under international sanctions and 
human rights violations under 
the Saddam Hussein regime, 
Amman started moving away 
from Baghdad since 1994. 

Relations took a major plunge 
when Jondan govt shelter to two 
sons-in-law of Iraqi President 
Saddam who fled to Jordan 
along with their wives, both 
daughters of the Iraqi strongman, 
in August 1995 and severely crit- 
icised the Baghdad regime for its 
internal and external policies. 

The two defectors and their 
wives returned to Baghdad in 
February under a reported par- 
don by President Saddam, but 
the two men were killed three 
days after their rerum what the 
official Iraqi media described as 
a bid by thdr clan to "cleanse the 
family of traitors." 
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Chechenya quiet as Lebed 


agreement starts working 


GROZNY. Russia (R) — 
The Chechen capital Groz- 
ny was relatively calm Fri- 
day morning as the Russian 
army and separatist guerril- 
las said they were preparing 
to put 20 months of war 
behind them and implement 
a ceasefire. 

The ceasefire, which came 
into effect at noon (OSOO 
GMT), was agreed by Boris 
Yeltsin's envoy. Alexander 
Lebed, and the rebel com- 
mander Thursday evening. 

“The Russian and Che- 
chen peoples have been 
shown a real possibility, a 
real chance to stop sacrific- 
ing their finest sons in this 
senseless war,” Interfax 
News Agency quoted sepa- 
ratist leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev as saying. 

Gen. Lebed has returned 
to Moscow to brief the pres- 
ident on the deal and his 
plan to sign a political ag- 
reement this weekend. He 
threw down the gauntlet to 
opponents in the military 
and the Kremlin who. be 
said, want to wreck the 



peace. 

But thousands of Chechen 
civilians forced from their 
homes or into cellars by two 
weeks of heavy fighting 
after the rebels seized 
Grozny on Aug. 6 may have 
to wait some time to know if 
Gen. Lebed can make his 
peace deal stick in Moscow. 

Gen. Lebed, who has a 
shaky political power base 
in Moscow, said be was act- 
ing “on behalf of Russian 
mothers whose sons have 
died and continue to die in 
Chechenya.” He predicted 
opposition from “jingoistic 
patriots.” 

Russian generals earlier in 
the week threatened to 
bomb Grozny in what Gen. 
Lebed called “a bad joke.” 

But early reports , Friday 
said they were, implement- 
ing orders tt* begin -pulling 
troops fromjnSbel-held sou- 
thern mountain districts and 


Russian (left) and rebel Chechen officers guard a meet- 
ing where Russian Security Council Secretary 
Alexander Lebed and Chechen rebel Chief of Staff 
Aslan Maskhadov were striking a military deal in the 
village of Novye Atagy (Reuter photo) 


setting up joint patrols in 
rebel-held Grozny. 


"Preparations are going 
on now for the withdrawal 
of units from southern dis- 
tricts of the republic to the 
Chechen plain,” Interfax 

S uoted a source at the 
.ussian military command 
near Grozny as saying. 

The agency said Russian 
forces were obliged under 
Gen. Lebed’s agreement to 
leave a number of south- 


western districts by Monday 
and quit the southern Shatoi 
district by Thursday. Aug. 
29. 

“Meeting these deadlines 
is very hard, so we made a 
start on withdrawing troops 
without delay,” the military 
official said. 

Army and rebel officials 
said preparations were 
under way to form joint 
monitoring units with the 
guerrilla forces in Grozny to 
police the city and separate 
the warring sides. The units 
were to start operating at 3 
p.m, (1100 GMT). 

Separatist spokesman 
Movladi Udugov described 
Grozny, scene in the past 
fortnight of the worst fight- 
ing since the early months 
of the war. as fairly quiet in 
the approach to the cease- 
fire, with only sporadic 
shooting. 

He told Reuters this came 
mainly from Russian 
snipers who had lost radio 
contact with their base. 

Mr. Udugov denied an 
Interfax report that at least 
50 Russian soldiers were 
killed late Thursday in a 
battle id Grozny. 


Interfax quoted the army 
command as saying there 
was virtually no fighting in 
the city Friday morning. 

Army positions had been 
fired on 19 times overnight 
in the region, including 13 
times in the capital. 

Gen. Lebed, speaking to 
Russian news agencies 


overnight, dismissed Mr. 


Yeltsin's criticisms of him 
in the past week and insist- 
ed he would not hesitate to 
use the powers the president 
gave him to sack senior offi- 
cials if they opposed his 
plan. 

“I’m in command here.. I. 
have legitimate authority to 
fulfil Hie duties T have been 
charged wiib,'*’"he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's press office 
could not confirm Gen. 
Lebed’s statement that he 
would meet the president 
Friday morning. 

Kremlin spokesmen had 
no comment on the truce 
nor on Gen. Lebed's plan to 
return to Chechenya in two 
days to sign a “political 
document” on bilateral rela- 
tions between Russia and 
Chechenya. 

Mr. Yeltsin says he wants 


sions. 

Gen. Lebed, however, has 
said in the past he has no 
objection to Chechen seces- 
sion if the region’s one mil- 
lion people want iL 

Mr. Yeltsin, who gave 
Gen. Lebed special powers 
to resolve the Chechen cri- 
sis earlier this month, criti- 
cised the former para troop 
general Thursday in his first 
television appearance since 
he was inaugurated for a 
second term two weeks ago. 

“He always promised to 
solve the Chechenya prob- 
lem if he had power. Now 
he has power. But unfortu- 
nately the results of his 
work are not yet obvious.” 
Mr. Yeltsin said of Gen. 
Lebed. 

“But we will not despair. 
We- will take the issue to the 
end.” 

Izvestia newspaper said 
the criticism raised serious 
questions and it hinted that 
the president was out of 
touch. 

“Either the president is 
still demanding the impossi- 
ble — the restoration of 
legal order in Chechenya as 
it was on Aug. 5. or he is 
judging the activities of his 
security adviser on the basis 
of the siuarion before Gen. 
Lebed's last trip to 
Chechenya.” Izvestia said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Yeltsin 
completed his new govern- 
ment line-up late Thursday, 
naming Yevgeny Sidorov as 
minister for culture. 

The team includes one 
Communist minister — 
Am an Tuleyev. who is res- 
ponsible. for relations with 
the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States. 

“For the first time in the 
last five years a Communist, 
rather than a former one. 
has appeared in the Russian 
government.” Pravda-5 
newspaper wrote Friday. 

Both Mr. Yeltsin and 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin were Communist 
Party members. Mr. Yeltsin 
quit the party in July 1990, 
17 months before the Soviet 
Union fell apart. 


Belgian police dig into night in child sex case 


Brussels (R j — Police using 
dogs trained to find bodies 
dug until the early hours of 
Friday at the house in south- 
ern Belgium where two 
young victims of a paedo- 
phile gang were found dead 
at the weekend, Belgian 
Radio said. 

“The excavations at Sars- 
La-Buisierre continued until 
three o'clock in the morning 
(0100 GMT)... apparently 
without success,” the radio 
said. 

It said Superintendent 
John Bennett, the British 
police officer who oversaw 
the excavations at the 
homes of Fred and Rosema- 
ry West in Britain's “house 
of horrors" murders, was 
present at the new digging. 
He refused to comment. 

The dogs were let loose in 
various parts of the proper- 
ty. owned by convicted 
child rapist Marc Dutroux. 
All the dogs rapidly con- 
verged on one area where 
digging immediately start- 
ed. 

Police did not use any of 
the sophisticated radar ima- 
ging equipment used by the 
British in the West cose, and 
loaned to the Belgians. 

The radio said investiga- 
tors would meet again later 
Friday, and that digging was 
likely to resume. 

Belgium went into mourn- 
ing Thursday as eight-year- 
olds Julie Lejeune and Me- 
lissa Russo were buried af- 
ter a highly emotional pub- 
lic service in the eastern city 
of Liege. 

Mr. Dutroux led police to 
the bodies at the weekend. 
He said the girls had starved 
to death early this year, 
some nine months after 
being abducted in June 
1995. 

Police had earlier rescued 
two girls from another 



Policemen investigate in Marchienne-Au-Pont, southern Belgium, at one of the house 
owned by Marc Dutroux. Mr. Dutroux is convicted Belgian child rapist involved in 
the deaths of Julie Lejeune and Melissa Russo, two eight-year-old girls whose bodies 
were found in Sars-La-Buissiene. The searches came on the day the two close (Heads 
were buried after an emotional public memorial service in the eastern town of Liege 
(Reuter photo) 


house owned by Dutroux in 
the southern city of Char- 
leroi and have stepped up 
the search for two others — 
An Marchal and Eefje Lam- 
brecks — who Dutroux ad- 
mits kidnapping last Au- 
gust. 

The search for the girls 
has spread to other coun- 
tries. notably the Czech Re- 
public and Slovakia which 
Dutroux visited frequently. 


Dutroux and associate 
Michel Lelievre have been 
charged with abduction and 
illegal imprisonment of 
children. Dutroux* second 
wife Michelle Martin has 
been charged as an accom- 
plice and Jean-Marie Ni- 
houl with criminal associa- 
tion. 

Police arrested a fifth per- 
son. Michael Diakostavria- 
nos, Thursday. He is due to 


appear before magistrates 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Dutroux, an unem- 
ployed father of three, owns 
at least six bouses. Under- 
ground cells and dungeons 
to hold kidnapped children 
have been found in some of 
them. 

In total police have 
searched 1 1 houses, remov- 
ing quantities of video tapes 
and magazines as well as 
childrens' clothing and a 
gun. 

Le Soir newspaper said 
Thursday that some of the 
seized tapes showed Dut- 
roux sexually abusing chil- 
dren. 

At least 15 children have 
vanished in Belgium in the 
past six years. Seven have 
been found dead, six are 
still missing and two have 
been rescued. 

The deaths of Julie and 


Melissa have triggered calls 
for the reeinstatement of the 
death penalty or at least no 
early release for convicted 
child sex offenders. 

Mr. Dutroux was released 
10 years early in 1992 for 
good behaviour from a 13- 
year sentence for multiple 
child rape. 

There has also been a na- 
tional outcry over revela- 
tions of bungling by police 
during their 14-month 
search for Julie and Melissa, 
with police in one region 
failing to pass on informa- 
tion about Dutroux’ activi- 


ties to investigators m 
another searching for the 
two girls. 

Justice Minister Stefaan 
De Clerck has admitted 
mistakes were made and has 
promised a full inquiry inc- 
luding the possibility of dis- 
ciplinary actions. 


Jordan Tunes, Saturday, August 24, 1991 


peace but rejects rebel 
demands for full indepen- 
dence from Russia. Ana- 
lysts doubt whether, after 
the humiliation of the army 
in this month’s fighting, he 
will be willing to lose more " 
face bv making new conces- 



R ussian Security Council Secretary Alexander Lebed walks with bodyguards past a 
Mercedes after leaving a meeting with Chechen rebel Chief-of-StafF Aslan 
Maskhadov after they struck a military deal in the village of Novye Atagy, some 20 
kilometes south of Grozny Thursday (Reuter photo) 


Bangladesh prime minister accuses 


opposition of orchestrating violence 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed has accused 
the main opposition party of orchestrating 
widespread violence which has left three 
dead, hundreds injured and forced the clo- 
sure of universities in the past week, it was 
reported here Friday. 

In a stormy session of parliament late 
Thursday she charged the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) with taking part in 
a “well-planned conspiracy” to topple her 
government by staging clashes between stu- 
dents and police. 

“They (BNP) have taken up a secret pro- 
gramme to disrupt the law and order situa- 
tion by launching attacks on police and 
keeping people hostage in their hands.” she 
said. 

Sheikh Hasina's predecessor and BNP 
leader Khaleda Zia was outside the capital 
and not available to respond to the allega- 
tions. But BNP deputy leader Badruddoza 
Chowdhury Jed a walkout of opposition 
MPs in protest at the accusations and the 
speaker's refusal to let the party take the 
floor to respond. 

Mr. Chowdhury later denied the allega- 
tions and said they were made to justify a 
government crackdown on opposition. He 
said (he prime minister should stop what he 
called “government terrorism” against 
opponents and alleged .police were being 
used for political gain in suppressing dis- 
sent. 

The row coincided with another outbreak 
of violence in western Bogra town, sparked 
by the death of a student in a traffic acci- 
dent. 

A student and a police officer were killed 
and at least 50 people injured in the gun 
battle which followed the accident 
Thursday, a town official said by telephone 
Friday. 

Dhaka University was calm but tense 
Friday, after three days of campus gun bat- 
tles and clashes between rival students and 
between students and police left 45 injured. 
At least 29 people were arrested and sever- 
al university officials resigned. 

Classes at the 23,000-student university 
were suspended until Saturday and Vice 


Chancellor Eraajuddin Ahmad threatened to 
resign if the government failed to stop the 
violence. 

Meanwhile, police Friday began ques- 
tioning a leader of Bangladesh's bloody 
1975 military coup for allegedly “master- 
minding a new assassination plot." 

“We brought retired Colonel Faruq 
Rahman to our custody from jail yesterday 
(Thursday) on a six-day remand for ques- 
tioning,” a police official told AFP. 

Col. Rahman was arrested on Aug. 13 
along with two other former military lead- 
ers. 

The police official said the investigation 
would continue but could not say when the 
two other alleged coup leaders — Colonel 
Shahriar Rashid and Major Khairmzzaman 
— would be brought for questioning. 

The three were initially ordered detained 
for one month at the high security Dhaka 
Central Jail under the tough Special Powers 
Act. 

Police alleged they masterminded a plot 
to assassinate Mrs. Hasina Wajed. 

The 1975 coup toppled Bangladesh’s first 
post-independence government, killing the 
country's founding leader and President 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with most of 
his family members. Mrs. Hasina, 
Rahman's daughter, survived as she was in 
West Germany at the time. 

Home Minister Rafiqul Islam earlier said 
the government had proof of “some kind of 
conspiracy” against the government involv- 
ing the three former officers. 

The coup leaders were protected by a 
Constitutional Indemnity Act. Some of 
them were posted abroad on diplomatic 
assignments, while others formed the 
rightwing Freedom Party in Bangladesh. 

Mrs. Hasina's Awami League, which 
returned to power in June parliamentary 
elections after 21 years in opposition, 
sacked the coup leaders from the diplomat- 
ic service and appealed to other countries 
not to give them asylum or shelter. 

Most of the coup leaders who remained in 
Bangladesh fled before the new govern- 
ment took office. 


Following Taiwan lead, Japanese 


pilots to train in Russian fighter 


TOKYO (AFP.) — Japan’s 
air force confirmed Friday 
it planned to send pilots to 
Russia next year to under- 
go training in the Sukhoi- 
27 fighter, while Taiwan 
pilots were reported to 
have already tested its per- 
formance in Ukraine. 

Japan and Taiwan main- 
tain two of the biggest air 
forces in Asia, with some 
520 military aircraft in 
Japan and 470 in Taiwan, 
according to the Japanese 
Defense Agency's annual 
white paper, published last 
month. 

The dispatch of pilots 
from Japan's Air-Self 
Defence Force (ASDF) 
will be the first of its type 
to Russia, which shares a 
maritime border with Japan 
and was regarded as a 
potential military threat 
during the cold war. 

"We can’t give details at 
the moment but we have 
such a plan." an ASDF 
spokesman said. 

The Asahi Shimbun 
reported Friday that the 
Defence Agency planned 
to ask the government to 
include 50 million yen 
($463,000) in funding for 
the project in the national 
budget for the year starting 
next April. 

Under the plan, the agen- 
cy will send “several pi- 
lots” to a private agent that 
offers training in Russia's 
major fighter to foreign 
countries. 

The project is mainly 
aimed at collecting data 
and studying the technolo- 
gy of the counter-air attack 


single-seat fighter, which 
has been deployed by 
Russid as well as China in 
east Asia, the newspaper 
said. 

In Taipei, the mass-circu- 
lation China Times report- 
ed Friday that Taiwan Air 
Force pilots flew Sukhoi- 
27 fighters in Ukraine early 
this year to test the capa- 
bities of the advanced air- 
craft. 

Information collected 
from the tests will be used 
in the island's air-defence 
strategy against China, 
which analysts say could 
employ the use of Sukhoi- 
27 fighters extensively in 
the next century, the paper 
said. 

China has up to 38 of the 
fighters and plans to manu- 
facture them, the report 
added. 

To counter the threat 
posed by China’s Sukhoi- 
275. Taiwan has purchased 
150 F-16 fighters from the 
United States and 60 Mi- 
rage-2000-5s from France. 
The first batches of both 
models are due to be deliv- 
ered and commissioned in 
mid- 1997. 

Taiwan Air Force offi- 
cials declined to comment 
on the China Times report, 
published a day after Tai- 
wan Vice President Lien 
Chan returned from a visit 
to Kiev, where he reported- 
ly met with Ukrainian Pre- 
sident Leonid Kuchma. 

At a press conference 
Thursday, Mr. Lien avoid- 
ed touching on the subject 
of military ties with Kiev, 
which recognises Beijing 


rather than Taipei as the 
legal government of all 
China. 

But he said: "Ukraine is 
very much advanced in 
defence technology... lead- 
ing others in aeronautics 
and metal industries ... 
How to cooperate (between 
our two countries) can be 
considered.” 

Mr. Lien's visit to Uk- 
raine enraged China, which 
has regarded Taiwan as a 
renegade province since 
the Communists drove 
Nationalist forces to the 
island in a civil war ending 
in 1949. 

Beijing condemned Kiev 
for allowing Mr. Lien to 
make the nominally private 
trip, cancelling a scheduled 
visit to Ukraine by a high- 
powered Chinese delega- 
tion this week in protest. 

China has acquired 26 
Sukhoi-27 fighters for 
deployment in eastern 
Jiangxi province since 
1992 and 12 more have 
reportedly been delivered 
recently. 

The fighters carried out 
their first official missions 
in military exercises over 
the East China Sea at the 
end of 1994, Friday's re- 
port said, adding that four 
Sukhoi-27s were spotted 
by Taiwan earlier this year 
during Chinese drills over 
the Taiwan Strait. 


Snoozing man 
takes slow train 
to Alaska 


ANCHORAGE. Alasta$|! 

(Rj A Vlemamese maff^| 

who tried to take a snooze?^ 
in a railway boxcar in® 
Canada found 
locked in and bound 
Alaska with no food 
water. Officials in the poflSsi 
of Whittier said that they^J 
found Tuan Quae Phan, 
dehydrated, famished an%| 
terrified after sailing rq 
Alaska from Canada in 
boxcar loaded on a barge, 
trip that takes about fivegy 
davs. Ssl Dan Jewell 
the Whittier. Alaska Police WJ 
Department described ■ 
Phan as "extremely ^oop-ygj 
erative.” "Seeing me m my 
uniform, he kept saying, 

•jail better. Jail better.”’-* 
Mr. Phan's journey startedA||j 
last week in Prince Rupert-ill 
British Columbia, where he -sH 
was searching for a fishingl||| 
job. “He had climbed up ifrjgfl 
this boxcar to get out of the 111 
weather and to get some Jig 
sleep.” Set. Jewell said. || 
"The next 'thing you know, 33 
the boxcar is coupled up ^ 
and loaded up to a barge J| 
and headed north." 


Boris Yeltsin, the 
younger, to study 
in England 


’ji ■ 

LONDON (R) — Russian i*. 


President Boris Yeltsin’s 


15-year-old grandson plans!? . 
to study at one of Britain’s J 
most expensive schools,’ j 
newspapers reported. They =i 
said the boy. also called 
Boris, would start next' 
month at Millfield School 1 
in Somerset, western Eng- 
land. where the fees reach >■ 
£15,000 ($23,230) a year." . 
At Millfield young Boris - 
will study with pupils from * . 
54 countries. Those joining ; 
in September include five. ;, 
from Beijing and three • ••'• 
from Hanoi, according to 
Headmaster Christopher 
Martin. 


Prisoners get ... 
freedom after UJC 

x iV - 


blunder found 


LONDON (R) — Hund- 
reds of British prisoners- 
looked forward to freedom! 
earlier than expected after a 
blunder in calculating their 
sentences was uncovered. 
Prison sources estimated 
that between 400 and 500 * 
prisoners would be freed : 
and another 4.000-5,000 .■* 
would have their release:."; 


dates brought forward^; 
because . of the mistake^ 
The error, brought to lighth 
by a series of legal chaLL 


lenges by inmate^, 
stemmed from the Prison^ 
Service s failure to take fiilB? 
account of time served ore 
remand in the case of priSg : 
oners given consecutive* 
sentences. The Prison Ser# 
vice confirmed that 33 pns|pf 
oners were released Wed||! 
nesday from a jail in north-g 
em England and that tbfj ; 
sentences of other mmatesg 
were being checked. Thoseg 
unfairly jailed could 
entitled to sue the govern^ 
meni for compensation. fg; 


Sea lion paparazzi 
to keep tabs on 
whales 


LONDON (R) — U.S. ma- 9 
rine biologists have trained 
a pair of sea lions to rag J 
and photograph elusive 'jjp 
whales as they cruise ' 
through the Pacific depths, . 
New Scientist magazine;* 
reported. James Harvey.; 
and Jennifer Hurley of the^ 
Moss Landing Marine La^ 
boratories in California s&pl 
their sea lions, naturafo 
companions of many spe- :j 
cies of whale, can go where. 3 
no man or woman has ever j 
gone before. “Any divert 
knows that when a whale -j 
gets going you can’t keep - 
up,’ Mr. Harvey told the '• 
magazine. “That is why we ] 
know only about five per I 
cent of what whales do.” 1 
The sea lions — 17-year- 1 
old Beaver and nine-year- | 
old Sake — have under- | 
gone six years of training 1 
for their mission. Beaver j 
once worked for the U.S. 
Navy and Sake is 'SB I 
amusement park veteran, j 
Mr. Harvey said they could » 
accurately tag whales with f 
a radio transmitter, and 
could also swim all the way ~ 
around one of the giant 
mammals, fil min g it with a •• 
video camera. " . 
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by pol ,^f out ! ide of , the Saint Bernard Church where 300 African immigrants have 
batoffi! to clearthfrmwrf ***! ^F 1 from . t ^ ie cou ntry. Police cordoned off the area and used tear gas and 

idarity’ (Reuter photo) uts,de die church as activists confronted them chanting ‘French people, immigrants, sol- 
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Australia to push for nuclear 
test ban accord through U.N. 
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- ? _ CANBERRA (R) — Australia, disappoint- 

ed ai the failure of ralks to forge a nuclear 
test ban treaty, said Friday it would push for 
• b- • . world- wide agreement on a test ban through 
v the United Nations General Assembly. 

- ' Foreign Minister Alexander Downer said 

Canberra would sponsor a resolution seek- 
' ing action from the United Nations after the 
conference on disarmament failed in 
Geneva to agree on a treaty text in the face 
of opposition from India. 

“With the support and cooperation of 
other Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) supporters, we will work to 
achieve the treaty’s endorsement during the 
current session of the U.N. General 
Assembly and its opening for signature at 
the earliest possible date,” Mr. Downer said 
in a statement. 

Mr. Downer was visiting China Friday, 
but his statement was issued in Canberra. 

Government officials here said Australia 
b 9 B - would' now read the push to win agreement 
ter U for *he . treaty'- and wouId.tsdek jco-sponsoK 

for the U.N. move. . i 
OlM * We are leading the charge,” one official 
told Reuters. 

The officials said Australia might seek to 
isolate New Delhi as there was little likeli- 
hood that India, one of three nuclear 
“Threshold” states, could be convinced to 
reverse its stand. 

Mr. Downer said Australia was deeply 
disappointed at the 6 1 -nation conference on 
disarmament's failure Thursday to forge 
agreement on the treaty, which would have 
banned all nuclear explosions used to test 
and refine nuclear weapons. 

The treaty was blocked by India, which 
opposed the pact because it did not contain 
a clause committing the five declared 
nuclear powers to a timetable for nuclear 
disarmament. 


“Australia and other supporters of the 
CTBT have come to the conclusion that 
failure to close o n thi s treaty now would 
mean the loss of a CTBT for the foreseeable 
fijture.” Mr. Downer said. 

“I am convinced that this would represent 
a very serious setback for global efforts to 
advance nuclear disarmament and non-pro- 
liferation objectives.” he said. 

Australia, a middle-ranking, non-nuclear 
power, has sought to play a leading role in 
the campaign to end nuclear testing and rid 
the world of nuclear weapons. 

Canberra will present a report to the U.N. 
General Assembly in September outlining a 
blueprint for nuclear disarmament. 

The report was drafted by a commission 
of international experts, including former 
French Prime Minister Michel Rocard and 
former U.S. Defence Secretary Robert 
McNamara. 

Australian Ambassador for Disarmament 
Richard Stair told Reuters in Geneva that 
Canberra still believed the treaty could be- 
salvaged after nearly, three years of hegoti-" 
ation and “decades of expectations ” 

“There is a clear need for friends of the 
CTBT to consider action so that the whole 
international community will be able to 
consider, endorse and sign this valuable 
treaty,” Mr. Starr said. 

“We would not want to see a treaty text 
die in a pigeon hole in Geneva,” he said. 

Diplomats in Geneva said earlier this 
week that the five declared nuclear powers 
— Britain, China, France, Russia and the 
United States — considered Australia best 
placed to present the draft treaty to the U.N. 
General Assembly in the form of a resolu- 
tion calling for a swift signing ceremony. 

The five have made clear they did not 
want the pact reopened for negotiation or 
fresh amendments in New York. 
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UNHCR 6 not consulted 9 
over Rwanda refugee move 
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KIGALI <R> — The U.N. 
refugee agency said Friday 
it had not been consulted by 
Rwanda and Zaire over the 
planned repatriation of 1.1 
million Rwandan Hutu re- 
fugees who fled to Zaire in 
three months of war and 
genocide in 1994. 

Roman Urasa. head of the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Rwanda, said in a statement 
that UNHCR was taking 
Thursday's announcement 
by Zairean Prime Minister 
t^Kengo Wa Dondo and his 
Rwandan counterpart Pierre 
Celestin Rwigema serious- 

>y- 

He expressed hope that 
repatriation would be vol- 
untary. 

'We were not consulted 
about this and although 
there has been a lot of state- 
ments from Zaire, one has 
to take into account the fact 
that this has been done at 
prime ministerial level,” 
Mr. Urasa said. 

“We are therefore treating 
it with more seriousness. 
What is important is die 
interpretation of the word 
immediately.' 1 he added. 

Mr. Kengo told a joint 
news conference with Rwi- 
gema that the repatriation 
operation would begin with 
closing all Rwandan refu- 
gee camps in Zaire. 

“The two heads of gov- 
!• emment have decided to 
make operational the organ- 
ised, massive and uncondi- 
tional repatriation of aJI 
Rwandan refugees.” said a 
statement read by Mr. 
Kengo. 


“This is going to be car- 
ried out rapidly. The repatri- 
ation will be enormous and 
immediate. We are at a 
stage where Zaire is going 
to proceed with the closure 
of the camps,” Mr. Kengo 
added. 

Mr. Urasa said he hoped 
the two countries would 
involve his agency in any 
planned operation and 
stressed that it should, be 
voluntary'. 

“We hope UNHCR will 
be involved and if this is the 
case, we would welcome it 
and hope it will be volun- 
tary,” he said. 

Mr. Kengo’s statement 
came as Rwanda received 
thousands of Rwandan re- 
fugees who were leaving its 
southern neighbour Burun- 
di. 

The U.N. refugee agency 
said it ended Thursday the 
repatriation from Burundi 
of more than 45,000 Rwan- 
dan Hutu refugees from the 
biggest camp in northern 
Burundi. 

Zairean President Mobuni 
Sese Seko has intervened in 
the past two years to stop 
Mr. Kengo from ordering, 
in violation of international 
law. the deportation from 
Zaire of the 1.1 million 
Rwandan Hutus. 

Mr. Kengo ‘s visit was the 
first by a senior Zairean 
official since the Tutsi-do- 
minated Rwandan Patriotic 
Front rebels rook power in 
1994 and drove into exile in 
Zaire the Hutu government 
and Hutu soldiers held re- 
ponsible for the genocide. 

Last August, Zairean 


troops forcibly expelled 
some 15,000 Rwandan and 
Burundian Hutus. The ex- 
pulsions were only stopped 
after Mr. Mobutu stepped in 
following an international 
outcry. 

Meanwhile an exiled 
Rwandan Hutu lobby group 
said Friday the repatriation 
of refugees from Zaire 
could start within a few 
days. 

Innocent Butane, execu- 
tive secretary of the Rally 
for the Return of Refugees 
and Democracy in Rwanda 
(RDR) which says it has the 
support of Rwanda's exiled 
Hutus, appealed to the inter- 
national community to deter 
the two countries from go- 
ing ahead with what it 
termed a "forced and inhu- 
man action.” 

The RDR has the support 
of Rwanda's 40,000-strong 
former Hutu army which 
moved into Zaire in 1994 
with the refugees after the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF) took 
power. 

"We have a lot of fear, 
fear for our people. They 
(Rwanda and Zaire.) have 
done it before and they will 
do it again. Our information 
is forced repatriations will 
start within the next few 
days,” Mr. Butare told 
Reuters. 

He said the expulsions 
would be against interna- 
tional laws and had to be 
prevented by the interna- 
tional community. 


Taiwan 
urges China 
talks, vows 
to press 
diplomacy 

TAIPEI (R) — President 
Lee Teng-Hui Friday uiged 
China to face the reality of 
politically estranged Tai- 
wan and sit down to talk, 
and said his island would 
not halt its drive for broad- 
er international ties. 

“It is a fact that both 
sides have been under sep- 
arate rule for nearly half a 
century,” Mr. Lee, who 
doubles as chairman of the 
ruling Nationalist Party, 
told a two-day party con- 
gress. 

The -Nationalists, with 
2.6 million 1 members, have 
ruled Taiwan since their 
Republic of China govern- 
ment was defeated by the 
Communists in a civil war 
in 1949 and fled to the 
island. 

“Both sides should face 
reality, with utmost sincer- 
ity and patience, to carry 
out communication and 
dialogue...so that we can 
resolve the problem of 
national reunification,” Mr. 
Lee said. 

Mr. Lee nonetheless 
stood firm on the island's 
drive to seek wider “inter- 
national living space” in 
the face of Beijing’s efforts 
to isolate Taiwan diplomat- 
ically. 

“We will continue to 
expand our friendly coop- 
eration with countries all 
over the world, to partici- 
pate in international organ- 
isations of all kinds,” Mr. 
Lee said. 

The exiled Republic of 
China government Wed- 
nesday kicked off its latest 
bid for a United Nations 
seat despite the certainty of 
a Chinese veto. 

On Thursday, Taipei and 
Beijing each called for a 
resumption of talks broken 
off more than a year ago, 
although China’s anger 
over Taiwan Vice-Presi- 
dent Lien Chan’s secret 
mission to Ukraine cooled 
hopes for any break- 
through. 

Mr. Lien said on his 
return to Taipei Thursday 
that he had met people of 
all levels during his private 
Kiev visit, but declined to 
confirm Taiwan media re- 
ports he had met Ukraine's 
president and agreed to an 
exchange of representative 
offices. 

Ukraine, which recognis- 
es Beijing, denied that Mr. 
Lien had met President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

Beijing regards Taiwan 
as a renegade province not 
entitled to foreign ties and 
has scorned even allies 
whom it sees as giving po- 
litical quarter to the is- 
land’s leaders. 

In a report to the party 
congress, Mr. Lien expres- 
sed Taipei’s concern over 
the future of Hong Kong 
after its mid-1997 hand- 
over to China rule and said 
talks with Beijing on tran- 
sition-related issues should 
begin as soon as possible. 
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French police storm church, 
remove African protesters 


PARIS (R) — Police 
stormed a Paris church Fri- 
day and removed 300 Af-. 
rican immigrants, 10 of 
whom were on a 50-day-old 
hunger strike in protest 
against moves to expel 
them from the country. 

Hundreds of helmeted 
police moved in, struggling 
with sympathisers who had 
surrounded the Saint Ber- 
nard Church in the heavily 
immigrant Goutie D’Or dis- 
trict for several days. 

Witnesses said they broke 
down the church's main 
gate and cleared a barricade 
of chairs to remove the hun- 
ger strikers on stretchers. 

The protesters' spokes- 
woman Madjiguene Cisse 
said they were taken to mil- 
itary hospitals in the Saint 
Mande and Claroart sub- 
urbs. 

Police cordoned off the 
area and used tear gas and 
batons to clear the crowd 
outside the church as acti- 
vists confronted them, 
chanting “French people, 
immigrants, solidarity” 

Four ambulances rushed 
to the scene. Radio reports 
said some people had blood 
on their face, but police said 
nobody had been injured. 

Police reported that 60 
people were briefly de- 
tained and six were being 
held for assaulting police. 
Witnesses said film star 
Emanuelle Bean was taken 
to a police van but officials 
denied she had been de- 
tained. 

She was among several 
celebrities, including for- 
mer Communist Cabinet 
Minister Jack Ralite and 
politician and cancer spe- 
cialist Leon Schwartzen- 
berg. who had threatened to 
chain themselves to the pro- 
testers to prevent police 
removing them. 

Prime ■ Minister Alain 



French actress EmmanueHe Beart (left) is led away 
from the Saint Bernard Church after police stormed it 
to remove the 300 African immigrants, 10 of whom were 
on a 50-day-old hunger strike, protesting against moves 
to expel them from the country. Ms. Beart, currently 
starring alongside actor Tom Cruise in Mission 
Impossible, and other celebrities showed support to the 
immigrants by spending their nights with them inside 
the church (Reuter photo) 


Juppe, backed by the coun- 
try’s highest administrative 
court, said Thursday there 
would be no blanket resi- 
dence permits for the pro- 
testers, but the government 
would consider their cases 
individually. 

The head of the Move- 
ment Agaist Racism 
(MRAP), Mouloud Aounit, 
urged Parisians to rush to 
the church to protest and 
scuffles continued outside 


the church after the protest- 
ers were removed. 

Former French United 
Nations Ambassador Ste- 
phane Hessel, who is head- 
ing a group of self-appoint- 
ed mediators, called the 
police raid "scandalous.” 

"It is scandalous io break 
down a church gate and use 
violence against distressed 
people...when negotiatons 
were about to start,” he said. 
Police moved in at 7.45 


a.m. (0545 GMT), wrong- 
footing the protesters who 
thought any raid would 
come at 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT), the earliest police 
can enter a building under 
French law. 

The hunger strikers, who 
like the other protesters 
have been in the church 
since June, have been drink- 
ing sweet tea and taking vit- 
amin pills, but two are said 
to be in a serious condition. 

The decision to send in 
the police came after Mr. 
Juppe announced in a tele- 
vision message Thursday 
that France’s highest admi- 
nistrative court, the Council 
of State, had endorsed his 
government’s view that the 
300 Africans were not 
legally entitled, as a group, 
to residence permits. 

But Mr. Juppe said the go- 
vernment still intended to 
review their right to remain 
in France on a case-by-case 
basis and had no intention 
of using deportation to 
break up families or expel 
seriously ill individuals. 

Many of the protesters say 
they once had residence 
rights and were plunged 
into illegality by hardline 
1993 immigration laws 
pushed through by then In- 
terior Minister Charles Pas- 
qua at a time of mounting 
anti-immigrant sentiment 

Lawyers say loopholes in 
the laws, which also tight- 
ened conditions for citizen- 
ship, have created a legal 
nightmare. 

Mr. Juppe said the law 
would nonetheless be en- 
forced. 

But the far-right National 
Front party, which advo- 
cates sending home all im- 
migrants, taunted Mr. Juppe 
for “weakness.” 

“Words yes, but where is 
the action?” a front state- 
ment said. 


ANC gives 1st official history of apartheid fight 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South African 
President Nelson Mandela’s ANC 
Thursday published the first official 
history of its straggle against white 
rule — a saga of bravery, bungling, 
brutality and ultimate triumph over 
apartheid. 

The 100-page document prepared 
for Archbishop Desmond Tbtu’s Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
records the history and strategies of 
the African National Congress (ANC) 
from its formation in 1912 to its 1994 
victory in South Africa’s first democ- 
ratic elections. 

But most of the statement is devoted 
to the party's years in exile, when its 
armed wing, Umkhonto We Sizwe 
(MK, Spear of the Nation), waged a 
David-and-Goliath war against the 
sophisticated white army of successive 
apartheid governments. 

“The ANC is immensely proud of 
the braveiy, discipline and selfless sac- 
rifices of its MK combatants,” it said. 

“If captured, they faced the possibil- 
ity of being tortured to death, abduc- 
tion and secret execution, combined 
with intense pressure to become col- 
laborators or be murdered. 

“Given these conditions, it is re- 
markable that very few attacks by MK 
personnel violated ANC policy with 
regard to targets with no direct con- 
nection to the apartheid regime.'’ 

The document defines the command 
structures that existed across southern 
Africa, records the rules of engage- 
ment adopted by the ANC and reveals 
the fears of its exiled community. 

“The efforts by the South African 
state to destroy the ANC and MK were 
unceasing and massively financed 
...methods included infiltration by 
state agents and spies cross-border 
raids and kidnapping,” the document 
says. 


In one case, state agents poisoned an 
entire ANC training camp in Angola, 
almost killing 500 men. In another 
South Africa bombed the Catengue 
Camp with precision the ANC be- 
lieves could only have been based on 
intelligence from within. 

In 1981, the ANC uncovered an in- 
telligence ring reaching to high com- 
mand of that camp. And in the after- 
math, young ANC security staff were 
given an almost free hand to root our 
spies. 

“The difficult conditions under 
which we had to operate led to a drift 
in accountability and control away 
from established norms, resulting in 
situations in which some individuals... 
began to behave as a law unto them- 
selves,” the document says. 

Suspected infiltrators, some later 
cleared, were beaten and tortured and 
detained in inhuman conditions. The 
ANC names 34 members executed on 
the orders of a military tribunal bet- 
ween 1980 and 1989, and 50 more 
who committed suicide. 

For almost half-a-century from its 
founding, the ANC tried to engage 
South Africa’s white masters in a dis- 
cussion about social and political 
rights For the overwhelming black ma- 
jority. 

In the early decades it stuck to 
peaceful and legal methods such as 
boycotts, strikes and civil disobedi- 
ence. 

But the Sharpeville massacre of 69 
unarmed black protesters by police on 
march 21, 1960. led to a rethink that 
brought the launch on Dec. 16. 1961, 
of its armed campaign. 

The guerrilla war targeted the state, 
despite calls within the ANC to aban- 
don restraint in the face of stare brutal- 
ity. 

The ANC reassessed its definition of 


legitimate targets at a 1985 conference 
in Zambia, leading to an intensifica- 
tion of the war, including the use of 
landmines and bombs. 

“A resolution was adopted which 
acknowledged that there would be 
unavoidable civilian casualties,” it 
says. 

Some attacks, such as the bombing 
of a half-built nuclear power plant 
near Cape Town, dented the white 
nation's pride. 

Others, like a 1983 car bomb at Air 
Force Headquarters that killed 19 peo- 
ple and bun more than 200, had 
ambiguous results. 

“Both the cadres who set up the car 
bomb were killed in the blast,” the 
report says. 

The document also records the 
decline in discipline as young radicals 
inside the country took up the cam- 
paign in the ANC’s name, but often 
outside the movement's direct control. 

One consequence was the rash of 
executions in the late 1980s by town- 
ship youths of alleged informers or 
collaborators using the flaming, 
petrol-soaked car tire known as a 
“necklace.” 

The document records that leaders of 
the ANC and its United Democratic 
Front condemned necklacing and all 
forms of lynching. 

“Necklacing was never the policy of 
the ANC.... Evidence is beginning to 
emerge that this gruesome form of 
reprisal may have been initiated by the 
state...ihe direct result of the work of 
agents provocateurs,” it says. 

“The fundamental issue we would 
like to present. ..is that as a liberation 
movement, we engaged in a just war 
for national liberation.” Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki said when he 
delivered the document to Archbishop 
Tutu’s commission in Cape Town. 


2 more U.S . military planes crash in bad year 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Two more U.S. fighter 
planes crashed Thursday 
and the air force combat 
command cancelled most 
operations Friday to try and 
seek an explanation for the 
proliferation of disasters 
this year. 

A Marine Reserve F/A-18 
fighter attack plane crashed 
into the Atlantic Thursday 
morning and the pilot was 
missing. 

Hours later an Air Natio- 
nal Guard A-10 Tankbuster 
crashed less than 160 kilo- 
metres away and the pilot 
was taken to a hospital. 

They were the latest in a 
series of crashes including 
one in Croatia that killed 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown, four navy F-14 


crashes and helicopter 
crashes including a spectac- 
ular training collision. 

The Air Combat Com- 
mand, which operates about 
a fourth of all air force 
planes, cancelled routine 
operations Friday for a 
“safety day'' and ordered 
units to examine every part 
of their operations to find 
out if anything was wrong 
and needed to be fixed. 

The move came after four 
crashes in the past month, 
including one of President 
Bill Clinton's support 
planes as it left Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming, after the 
Clintons’ vacation there. 

"We must step back from 
the day-to-day pressures of 
the mission and spend a day 
identifying and quantifying 


the risks associated with 
everything that we do. then 
devising practical ways to 
mitigate those risk;:,” the 
command’s chief, Gen. 

Richard Hawley, said. 

The navy and Marine 
Corps suspended operations 
earlier in the year for simi- 
lar reviews. But officials 
say no common cause has 
been found for the crashes, 
not even the four F-14 
crashes. 

In the worst incident, an 
F-14 smashed into a house 
in Nashville, Tennessee, 
killing both crewmen and 
three civilians inside. The 
navy blamed the pilot, say- 
ing he may have taken off at 
too steep an angle to imp- 
ress his parents. 

The air force passenger jet 


crash in Croatia that kt'ied 
Brown and 34 other people, 
including a number of top 
U.S. business executives, 
was blamed on a deadly mix 
of errors. One was a failure 
by commanders to follow 
air force orders against 
landing at airports without 
approved landing aids. 

In the worst helicopter 
crash of the year, a two-man 
AH- 1 Cobra attack heli- 
copter collided with a troop- 
loaded CH-46 Sea Knight in 
darkness as they took part in 
joint exercises with British 
forces, at Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. Fourteen of 
the 16 Marines on the chop- 
pers were killed. 
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Work to replace tension 


NOW THAT the agony of last week’s events is 
behind us, the process of evaluation that His 
Majesty the King said we need to launch shonld be 
started without delay. Evaluation is necessary for 
all state institutions and individuals to go over their 
actions, reactions, inactions or over-reactions that 
contributed one way or the other to last week’s cri- 
sis. The process is also important since the riots that 
hit the southern towns of the Kingdom have shocked 
everybody, including state institutions and citizen 
organisations. For a brief period the riots cast a 
shadow of fear and uncertainty on our young 
democracy and tested our limits of tolerance. But 
thanks to the wise leadership of the King, the stead- 
fastness of the government and the maturity of the 
vast majority of our people, the Kingdom has been 
able to overcome the unrest and the confusion. 

In the weeks and months ahead we, the govern- 
ment and the people, need to look back and study 
carefully the reasons that have led to the crisis and 
how we handled the situation. We also need to look 
anew at the methods by which we take major deci- 
sions in this country. In this regard we believe that 
such decisions, as the introduction of subsidies, 
which were taken by the previous governments and 
which had to be reversed by the Kahariti govern- 
ment, needed to have been thought of better, and 
they would have been more sound had we taken 
them under a different system of planning, consulta- 
tion and ultimately decision-making. 

In the process of evaluation, it should be noted that 
the Kahariti government, which only took office in 
February, had to take too many decisions, and tough 
ones at that, in-such a short period of time. This was 
bound to create problems for itself and the people. 

But then, it was one : crisis after the other that this 
government had to face, sometimes even without a 
warning and before the Cabinet team could articu- 
late a common vision for solving the problem at 
hand. With this in mind, the government needs to sit 
back and think how problems that may arise in the 
future might either be pre-empted, through taking 
precautionary measures and preparing public opin- 
ion for them, or enlisting the widest possible popular 
base to confront them head on. In hindsight, on this 
particular point, we could understand much better 
than before why the prime minister chose to form 
such a Cabinet with so many deputies and various 
parfiamentay blocs in It Many criticised him at the 
time for the “excess baggage" that he chose to cany- 
on his shoulder, whether by forming a very large 
(31-member) team or by giving most portfolios to 
deputies. 

Now, however, we can see how the inclusion of the 
22 parliamentarians in the Cabinet has really helped 
to keep the government together at the height of a 
major crisis, even though we still do not know how 
the largely — parliamentary team functioned and 
reacted under the weight of the crisis. 

In the upcoming evaluation, the government 
should not by itself expect to answer all the ques- 
tions that can be raised. It will need the help and 
support of all those who can contribute to a highly 
positive debate on the issue. The process might take 
more time and effort, but in the end it will be well 
worth it 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Dustour reflected on the sharp and abrupt 
rise in the prices of various basic commodities in the past 
week and said that the increase in the prices warrant salary 
raises. Fakhri Kawar said that the employers in the public and 
private sectors ought to make arrangements designed to help 
their employees and their families to adjust to the new prices 
of various basic commodities like milk, bread and poultry 
meat. If the government believes that it is of a national inter- 
est to lift the subsidies on staples, causing the prices to shoot 
up suddenly, we believe that the employers ought to give their 
workers an extra cost of living allowance to enable them to 
overcome part of the difference in prices, said the writer. He 
said that limited-income employees of the private and public 
sectors should not be allowed to lose hope or face additional 
difficulties because this would not be in the interest of the 
nation as a whole. He urged the trade and labour unions to 
exert pressure on the employers to respond favourably to the 
requirements of their employees in these difficult times. 


IN TOTAL conflict with the world community's tendency ro 
help die countries of the Middle East to pursue the peace 
process, the new Israeli government is beating the drums of 
war with its neighbours in general and Syria in particular, 
according to Mahmoud Rimawi. a writer for Al Ra’i. By 
making claims that Syria and Egypt have acquired sophisti- 
cated weapons and long-range missiles, the Israelis aim to 
divert the world attention away from its own preparations for 
war and aggression and its massing of weapons from the 
United States equivalent to the military power of the whole 
.Arab Nation put together, said the writer. The behaviour of the 
new Israeli government and its determination not to abandon 
the lands if occupied in the 1967 war widi Syria clearly 
demonstrate its unwillingness lo comply with U.N. resolu- 
tions or even the principles and requirements of the Madrid 
peace conference, he added. What is irking the Israeli gov- 
ernment now. the writer said, is this united and persistent Arab 
demand that the Jewish state end its occupation of Arab land 
before a comprehensive peace can be established obviously 
because Israel's Likud-led government does not contemplate 
any withdrawals from the occupied Arab territories. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Bv Dr. Musa Keilanj 


Self-reliance needs sacrifices 


THE GOVERNMENT has shown not only its determina- 
tion and firmness but also dedication to carrying out mea- 
sures designed to help the national economy by standing 
steadfast against last week's disturbances dubbed “bread 
riots” by the media. 

The events were reminiscent of the unrest that hit the 
southern regions in 1989 following an increase in the 
prices of fuel under an economic restructuring programme 
agreed with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). It 
was under the continuation of that programme, albeit 
modified at various points, that the prices of bread and 
fodder were raised and the subidies for these items rechan- 
nelled as direct cash compensation to Jordanian citizens. 

But the marked difference between the 1989 and 1996 
events is that the government that was in power in 1989 
was not exactly very popular because it was living in a 
cloud of allegations of corruption and misuse of office for 
personal gains. The government of Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
which took power in January 1996, does not have a dirty 
bag of laundry on its back, if anything, the Kabariti gov- 
ernment has made the fight against corruption as one of its 
priorities. 

Consecutive governments have always shelved the issue 
of removing subsidies if only because they were mindful 
of the problems and unpopularity that such a move would 
bring. As such, the Kabariti government deserves praise 
for its courage to tackle the bull by the hom and face the 
consequences. 

Having said that, however, the thought would not go 


away that the Kabariti government could have waited a lit- 
tle longer and gained further credibility in its avowed pol- 
icy programmes before implementing the increase in the 
prices of bread and fodder. Additional credibility definite- 
ly means additional leeway in implementing unpopular 
measures. 

Not many among us are or will be ready to appreciate 
and recognise that the remodelling of the subsidy system 
was one of the most essential steps that Jordan had to 
undertake in its quest to achieve self-reliance. But if the 
increase in prices had come against the backdrop of sub- 
stantial evidence that the government was indeed fighting 
corruption with a heavy hand, then perhaps the intensity of 
the people’s feelings against the resulting direct and indi- 
rect raise in the cost of living would have been diluted. 

Another key point that has to be remembered here is that 
the increase in the prices came only one week before 
schools were to reopen and at a time when parents were 
preoccupied with the question of having to pay school 
fees, buying book and uniforms and other related expens- 


es. 


On the basic level, the increase in the price of bread also 
meant that a father now has to pay 300 fils instead of 100 
fils every day to his child to buy sandwiches at school. For 
a family with six or seven children, this increase is indeed 
a significantly additional burden to shoulder. 

Indeed, the opposition sought to make the best of the sit- 
uation by intensifying its calls for the resignation of the 
government, a demand that it conveniently dropped when 


it became abundantly clear that His Majesty King Hussein 
had thrown his weight behind the executive authority and 
made it clear the actions the government undertook were 
in perfect harmony with national objectives. 

What happens from now is anybody s guess. But what J S 
not definitely going to happen include the resignanon/dis- 
missal of the Kabariti government and the rolling back of 
the remodelling of the subsidy system and the resultant 
increase in the prices of bread and fodder. 

His Majesty, in his pu.blic comments after the events in 
the south, has made it clear that he understands the prob- 
lems of the people but any dialogue on addressing those 
issues would have to wait until complete normalcy is 
returned to the country. This obviously also means that 
the honourable members of our Parliament shoulder a 
major responsibility — that of ensuring that their con- 
stituents do not take to streets and start chaos again. 

What we Jordanians need at this critical juncture of our 
history is a clear understanding of the reality that our 
nation cannot transform itself from being dependent on 
external elements to being self-reliant without having to 
make sacrifices that have their immediate and major 
impact on the poor segment of our society. At the same 
time, sacrifices have also lo be made by our rich business 
community — abandoning their obsession with reaping 
triple-fold profits, the main reason that most economists 
say is behind the relatively high cost of living in Jordan. 


Jordan should reorganise public 
administration system and 


enhance political pluralism 


THE VIOLENCE in 
southern Jordan resulting 
from the government's 
change of the subsidy poli- 
cies dominated articles in 
the local dailies of the past 
week. Other topics cov- 
ered by the press included 
Israel's stand vis-a-vis the 
peace process and a num- 
ber of domestic issues. 

The end of the violence 
that erupted in southern 
towns' in '-the past Week 
should ' •'prompt Jordari 'to 
open 'V hew* chapter and 
embark on a new stage 
starting with putting the 
house in order, an endeav- 
our that requires an insight 
Into the future and resolve 
on the part of ail responsi- 
ble citizens, said a writer 
for Al Ra’i. Sultan Al 
Hattab said that Jordan is 
in dire need for reorganis- 
ing its public administra- 
tion’s system with the pur- 
pose- of ending the rem- 
nants of mismanagement 
and enhancing the concept 
of political pluralism by 
deed rather than word. It is 
time for Jordanians to 
readjust to the new 
requirements of sustain- 
able development and 
building institutions capa- 
ble of handling future 
problems and dealing with 
the coming challenges at 
the political, social and 
economic levels, said the 
writer. Any delay in effect- 
ing the required change, he 
said, will be detrimental to 
the country's future. 

Taher Al Adwan. a writer 
for Al Dustour, called fora 
political reform that would 
ensure respect of the 
majority's decisions and 
views. He said the recent 
debate of the subsidies 
issue in Parliament clearly 
showed the government's 
determination to impose 
its views and ignore ideas 
submitted by the majority 
as well as the opposition of 
professional unions and 
political parties. The gov- 
ernment had submitted Lhe 
subsidies question to 
Parliament to take its 
abide by 
decision, 
ignored 



views and 
majority’s 
later it 


the 
but 
the 

deputies' views when it 
discovered that the majori- 
ty opposes the lifting of 
subsidies, he noted. 
Furthermore the govern- 
ment-controlled official 
media concealed the facts 
from the public and failed 
to relay to television view- 
ers the speeches of the 23- 
member parliamentary 
group that opposed the 
government’s moves, he 
noted. 

Mahmoud Rimawi. a 
writer for Al Ra'i. called 
for calm and constructive 
dialogue betw-een the vari- 
ous political groups and 
the government to pul the 
House back in order fol- 
lowing the regrettable 


events. What the govern- 
ment is called on to do 
npw . is .tp release . the 
,/detains«s..as a gesture... of 
' goodwill, investigate deep 
into the causes of the riots, 
chart appropriate measures 
to prevent future distur- 
bances and meet the needs 
of the people, said the 
writer. The violence that 
rocked the country in the 
past week was not in the 
interest of the nation nor 
does it reflect the image of 
democracy, he added. The 
government is called on to 
open serious and construc- 
tive dialogues with the var- 
ious political factions to 
bring about the aspired set- 
tlement to the issue, espe- 
cially as the Jordanian peo- 
ple are deeply concerned 
over the new wave of the 
increase in the prices of 
numerous commodities. 
He said democracy calls 
for constructive dialogue 
if further acts of violence 
■are to be averted. 

Condemning the vio- 
lence in the southern 
towns, Bilal Tell, a writer 
for Al Dustour said that 
every person has the right 
to express views but this 
should be done through 
dialogue and peaceful 
means. The destruction 
and the damage caused by 
rioters can in no way be 
described as democratic: it 
is rather an abuse of free- 
dom, said the writer, 
adding that there are well 
known channels to express 
one's views whether in 
support of or opposition to 
those of the government. 
By destroying public 
libraries, schools and other 
private and public proper- 
ties, Jordanians have 
inflicted self damage and 
sustained losses that have 
increased the burden on 
the nation, he said. 

In the views of Al Ra'i 
columnist Fahd Al Fanek, 
last week's incidents clear- 
ly demonstrate that the 
■previous governments' 
policies concerning the 
subsidies of food and other 
commodities were totally 
faulty. The present govern- 
ment. faced with a very 
difficult economic and 
financial situation, had to 
resort to lifting the subsi- 
dies. a course which previ- 
ous governments should 
have taken gradually over 
the past years, he noted. 
Had the government cho- 
sen to win popularity and 
keep the subsidies, the 
debt burden would have 
increased, the economic 


restructuring programme 
would have been disrupted 
.and . the country, would be 
; losing foreign afd^aimed to 
help it reduce i^foreign 
indebtedness, said 1j the 
writer. He said it is the 
right for people to express 
views in a democratic 
manner, but the riots were 
by no means a democratic 
manifestation of this right 
charging that those behind 
the violence have aimed at 
ruining the nation and its 
achievements. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
called on the government 
to give more attention to 
the living standards of the 
people in southern Jordan. 
Poverty and want are more 
apparent in the southern 
regions than other parts of 
the country and it is in the 
south where most of the 
country’s natural resources 
tie. said Mohammad 
Subeihi. Poverty begets 
illiteracy, frustration and 
despair among the people 
in the south who should be 
allowed to have a decent 
living and contribute to the 
construction rather to the 
destruction of the couniry 
and its achievements, he 
said. While condemning 
the violence that erupted in 
the south, the government 
and people of Jordan 
should examine the situa- 
tion in the southern regions 
where people are not given 
equal treatment with those 
in the north or in Amman 
in terms of health, social 
and educational services. 
The writer said that the 
people of the south are in 
dire need for assistance 
and it is the responsibility 
of the government and 
Parliament to embark on 
providing it immediately. 

Criticising the Israeli 
government’s threats 
against Lebanon and Syria, 
a writer for Al Ra'i said 
that such behaviour clearly 
demonstrates the Jewish 
state as a source of danger 
to peace and peaceful co- 
existence. The Israeli 
prime minister’s policies 
against the Palestinian 
people, his adamant posi- 
tion with regard to with- 
drawals from occupied ter- 
ritories in compliance with 
U.N. resolutions and the 
resumption of Jewish set- 
tlements construction all 
point clearly to the- aggres- 
sive nature of the Israeli 
government, said Ahmad 
Al Misleh. Noting that the 
Israeli government is con- 
tinuously mobilising the 
Israeli society towards 


war. the writer said that 
escalation would subse- 
quently ensue and the 
explosion would follow. 
The writer said that being 
incapable of handling the 
many domestic ills facing 
the Jewish state, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is directing the 
Israelis' attention to an 
imaginary' foe. He said the 
^rabs should be well pre- 
'paretf for .any tuture Israeli 
niititafy adventure." 

In the light of conflicting 
statements by Israeli gov- 
ernment leaders, one can 
only conclude that the pre- 
sent government has no 
clear vision concerning the 
policies to be followed in 
dealing with the Arab 
neighbours and the peace 
process, according to 
Ibrahim Al Absi. a writer 
for Al Ra’i daily. Referring 
to the conflicting Israeli 
government statements 
about negotiations with 
Syria and Lebanon, the 
writer said that by declar- 
ing in advance that Israeli 
forces will remain in the 
occupied territories, there 
is nothing to negotiate, and 
by declaring that Israel is 
nor committed to the 
agreement with the 
Palestinians concluded 
under the previous govern- 
ment kills all chances for 
peace. By rejecting the 
idea of exchanging land- 
for-peace with the Arabs, 
added the writer, Israel is 
clearly heading towards 
confrontation with the 
Arab states. 

Reflecting on the current 
high cost of living in 
Jordan, a writer for Al 
Dustour said that the gov- 
ernment should reexamine 
the present scale of wages 
and give raises to employ- 
ees to help them cope with 
the situation. Mohammad 
Daoud said that the public 
is dismayed over the con- 
tinuous rise in the prices of 
all commodities and over 
the government’s passive 
behaviour vis-a-vis the sit- 
uation. The Ministry of 
Supply should re-examine 
and control the prices of 
dairy products which 
recently shot up to reach 
three times the previous 
level and the ministry has 
to retain strict control over 
all other commodities and 
not leave the matter totally 
in the hands of greedy 
merchants. The writer said 
that the government 
should step in and put an 
end to all forms of black- 
mail practised by mer- 
chants who do not seem to 
be satisfied with a reason- 
able margin of profit and 
seek wealth at the expense 
of the public. 


Who is the joker 
behind Chechenya ’s 
latest crisis? 


By Philippa Fletcher 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — Russian 
security chief Alexander 
Lebed has silenced the guns 
which were pounding 
Grozny and reined in the 
generals who were threaten- 
ing to flatten the city. 

But his cynical dismissal 
of the Russian military's 
ultimatum to the rebels this 
week to leave the Chechen 
capital or be carpet-bombed 
as a “bad joke” raises two 
vital questions: Whose joke 
was it and might they have 
more up their sleeves? 

The answers could mean 
life or death for the civilians 
cowering in Grozny base- 
ments, breathing wary sighs 
of relief on Thursday that no 
bombs were falling. They 
will be sorry to learn that no 
one in Moscow seems to 
have the responses to hand. 

Lebed and his protege. 
Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov, have said they 
had nothing to do with the 
bombardment threats which 
brought condemnation from 
governments around the 
world. 

Chechen rebel chief-of- 
staff Aslan Maskhadov. 
with whom Lebed was said 
to be on the verge of a 
detailed peace settlement on 
Thursday, took them at their 
word. 

“We hope Lebed will be 
able to conquer those in 
Moscow who do not want to 
conclude the war.” 
Maskhadov said after agree- 
ing a ceasefire with Lebed 
on Wednesday evening, just 
hours before the bombard- 
ment had been due to start 
What is not clear is just 
who “those in Moscow” are. 

Maskhadov told Reuters 
he knew their names and so 
did Lebed. But he was not 
about to say who they were. 

In just two months in the 
Kremlin, Lebed has upset 
the status quo. accusing 
fugh-placed figures of prof- 
iting from the war and 
securing the sacking of the 
defence minister. Pavel 
Grachev, and other leading 
hawks. 

Last week, he said interior 

minister Anatoly Kulikov 
should be sacked for 

bungling the defence of 

Grozny. 

New Defence Minister 
Rodionov said on 

Wednesday that the acting 
army commander in 
Chechenya, Konstantin 
Pulikovsky. had been 

“given a dressing down" for 
announcing the ultimatum 
on Monday. 

He said “someone" had 
provoked Pulikovsky, but 
gave no clue as to who that 
someone was. Pulikovsky is 
still in his job. 

His superior. Vyacheslav 
Tikhomirov, who backed his 
deputy on his return from 
holiday on Tuesday, has not 
received the slightest public 
reprimand. 

The liberal Izvestia news- 


4 


paper asked on Thursday 
why. if Pulikovsky was out 
of line, no one had said any- 
thing earlier, pointing out 
that for two days, as the cri- 
sis loomed, all top officials, 
including the president, kept 
their heads down. 

“Paralysis of power" ran 
the headline on its front- 


page commentary on 
Thursday alongside pho- 
tographs comparing the 
exodus from Grcizny with 
the floods of refugees in 
World War 11. . ... 

Pain, a former pjesi- 
..-‘dential -'adviser on 
Chechenya. said on 
Wednesday he doubted the 
generals were really acting 
alone. 

“If an ultimatum was pre- 
sented then there must have 
been a nod from on high," 
he told a news conference. 

Izvestia pointed out that, | 
far from being out of con- 
trol. the\ could merely have 
been fulfilling Yeltsin's 
orders. 

Last week Yeltsin gave the 
command for the situation 
in Grozny to be returned to 
how it was on Aug. 5, the 
day before the rebels cap- 
tured large parts of the city. 

This is Lebed's problem 
as he considers how to turn 
his dramatic political suc- 
cess into a lasting peace 
while saving face for 
Moscow after the humilia- 
tion of its army that has left 
the rebels still firmly 
ensconced in Grozny. 

“Lebed's mandate is com- 
pletely contradictoty. On 
the one hand he has to bring 
peace, and on the other he 
has to reproduce the situa- 
tion on Aug. 5 before the 
Chechens came in,” said a 
Western diplomat who 
declined to be named. 

“Will Russia give inT 
asked die popular daily 
Moskovsky Komsolets, giv- 
ing a hint of the likely out-i 
rage in Moscow to any si gnP 
Lebed had given in to the 
rebels. 

Defence commentator 
Pavel Felgenhauer said that 
the latest crisis resembled 
the 1992 civil war in the for- 
mer Soviet republic of 
Moldova, where Lebed's 
successful peace efforts 
were preceded by a Russian 
offensive against lie 
Moldovan army. 

He said the latest offenr 
s* ve was meant to send . a 
message to the rebels that 
they had better be flexible 
— or else. 

“The army generals and 
Lebed who seem to be act- 
ing independently of one 
another are playing in the 
some team" Felgenhauer 
wrote in Thursday’s 
Sevodnya newspaper. 

“The aim is to make clear 
to the Chechen separatists 
that., a ceasefire must mean 
a total end to any hostile 
acts, otherwise Lebed wiB 
not be able to stop 
Moscow's “party of war.^ 
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Fast-forward English 
in a new dictionary 
for the media generation 


• M 




By Ted Anthony 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Quick, 
convenient E-mail is the 
medium of choice when 1 1 - 
year-old Valerie Lampert of 
Randolph. Massachusetts, 
wants to communicate with 
her grandfather in New 
York. 

“Why don’t you E that to 
me?” she tells him. Grand- 
pa appreciates the saying. 
“E that” Richard Weiner 
marvels. “1 love it.” 

It’s more than familial 
pride. Mr. Weiner has just 
completed the significantly 
updated second edition of 
Webster’s New World Dic- 
tionary of Media and Com- 
munications. and new ways 
of using the English lan- 
guage are his biz (‘'busi- 
ness,” as in “show biz”). 

More than any other dic- 
tionary, perhaps, his is a 
telling bellwether of how 
fast American English is 
changing as humanity 
wades deeper into the infor- 
mation age. It may simply 
be a 678-page list of words, 
but it tells die story of the 
20th century — and the 
21st. 

The underlying principle: 
Mass media is both the car- 
rier and the source of new 
terms. 

“We live in a media cul- 
ture. You cannor look at the 
television and not be aware 
of what’s behind the scenes 
in media.” says Mr. Weiner. 
69, a longtime public rela- 
tions man who began his 
lexicographer’s labour by 
collecting media terms on 
paper scraps. 

“So,’ he says, “the spe- 
cialised language of news- 
paper reporters and others 
in the communications 
industry is becoming, the * 
language of the general 
public.” 

Consider that, disregard- 
ing “E” entirely (one won- 
ders, though, how the pre- 
sent participle would be 
expressed — “eing?” ). 
electronic mail just became 
“E-mail” within the past 10 
years or so. And where a 
“blurb” began as a short 
lump of text, today authors 


and actors “get blurbed.” 

Many everyday words — 
bom of the media, advertis- 
ing and entertainment 
industries — are still barely 
toddlers. 

There’s “fax.” which sur- 
vived a happily brief and 
clunky incarnation as “tele- 
facsimile.” And “fedex.” 
now occasionally a verb, 
which has become so well- 
known that Federal Express 
Corp. changed the name of 
its shipping service to the 
shorter version in 1994. 
And “newsmagazine,” 
“tabloid TV” and “cyber- 
space,” all less than 15 
years old. 

“Our language is expand- 
ing as well as changing, and 
I think that’s terrific.'’ Mr. 
Weiner says. “Now, not just 
people in the communica- 
tions industry but everyone 
of all ages, starting with 
children, now use terms 
like ‘fast forward’ and ‘zap’ 
— things that started as 
specialised terms.” 

This is not shocking, con- 
sidering how the walls 
between media and culture 
are falling. The Internet 
allows anyone with a $9.95 
monthly account to carry a 
message to the world via 
the World Wide Web. The 
appetite for all news, all the 
time has become voracious 
enough to give birth to 
MSNBC last month, and 
Fox will soon follow suit. 
And fictional accounts of 
journalism — “Mary Tyler 
Moore.” “Murphy Brown” 
“Broadcast News” and 
“The Paper” — continue to 
glamorise the profession 
for the public. 

Politicians. journalists 
and actors trade places 
daily, blurring the line 
between media and celebri- 
ty. Consider Pat 
Buchanan's decision to 
leave CNN ’s “C rossfire” 
for the campaign trail. 
Look who replaced him: 
Former White House Chief 
of Staff John Sununu. 

So if life imitates an imi- 
tates life, language natural- 
ly comes along for the ride. 
And more quickly: Mr. 
Weiner added or updated 
more than 3,000 entries 


since the first edition in 
1990. 

‘Today, if somebody 
comes up with a new phrase 
or word, it is spread instant- 
ly,” says Allan Metcalf, 
executive secretary of the 
American Dialect Society. 
“Instead of weeks and 
months, now it takes mil- 
liseconds. It doesn't mean 
these terms will last forev- 
er, just that they're sudden- 
ly here ” 

Allene Grognet, vice- 
president of the Centre for 
Applied Linguistics, sees 
television and the computer 
as the two major reasons 
that language has changed 
faster in the past 30 years. 
The computer, she says, 
affects it in two ways — by 
being a widely used 
machine and by connecting 
people via modems and the 
net. 

“It is obvious that the 
mass media has affected 
English a great deal over 
the last 30 years,” Grognet 
says. “And it will continue 
and grow very fast as com- 
puters and the internet grow 
very fast. They are the new 
generation of affecting the 
English language.” 

As for Mr. Weiner, whose 
granddaughter knows how 
to work the VCR better 
than he does, his dictionary 
is an attempt to keep up 
with the vocabulary of an 
increasingly complex world 
— from “adult contempo- 
rary” (a format of radio sta- 
tions that emphasises cur- 
rent popular music but not 
hard rock) to “Zine” (a spe- 
cial-interest publication, 
generally produced by ama- 
teurs). 

“We still live in an age in 
which people have a high 
respect for media,, or if not 
that, ai least a focus tin it,” 
Mr. Weiner says. “And I 
think that it can be a good 
thing. I think that as a result 
of our global media society, 
people are more knowl- 
edgeable about more differ- 
ent fields than ever before.” 

Webster's New World 
Dictionary of Media and 
Communications. Macmil- 
lan. $27.95. 


Calm prevails throughout Jordan 
with two peaceful demonstrations 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Gammo’s brother. Ja- 
mal, told the Jordan Tunes 
that pro-Iraq slogans were 
shouted after the arrest of his 
brother. The authorities arre- 
sted a second brother, Nid- 
hai, he said. 

In Karak. a demonstration 
of about 300 people was 
peacefully dispersed minutes 
after it started in front of the 
main Omari Mosque at the 
city centre. Eyewitnesses 
said that worshippers in the 
mosque were addressed by 
former Islamist Deputy 
Ahmad Kafawin who spoke 
against the increases in bread 
prices, and according to 
some accounts, against the 
^ govemmenL 
^ Karak Mayor Ahm ad Mah- 
adin. an Islamist, told the 
Jordan Times that the Islam- 
ic Action Front distributed 
leaflets demanding the rever- 
sal of the decision to raise 
bread prices and to release all 
those who were arrested 
after the riots. 

Dr, Mahadin said the lea- 
flet, which was handed out to 
worshippers, stressed the 
need to preserve national 
unity but said "no to the gov- 
ernment.’’ 

The authorities eased the 
curfew on Karak, lifting it 
till 10 p.m. instead of 6 p.m. 
Thursday, residents said. But 
security forces maintained 
heavy presence on the 
streets, especially at noon 
prayers time, before they wi- 
thdrew later in the evening. 

The curfew, which has 
been lightly enforced, was 
being relaxed gradually since 
Sunday. 

But the mayor and other 
residents described as “very 
calm” the situation in the city 
and surrounding villages. 

“The situation is very, very 


calm and there are residents 
and tourists sitting on the ter- 
race (of the Karak rest- 
house),” manager of the rest- 
house Saqer Masarweh told 
the Jordan Times. Restora- 
tion works on some of the 
buildings that suffered dam- 
age during the riots have 
begun. 

Mr. Masarweh said the 
address King Hussein made 
to members of the Lower 
House Thursday was a major 
factor in c almi ng the situa- 
tion. 

“The speech was very can- 
did and assuring,” he said. 

“People felt that speech 
assured them the situation 
will be improved,” Mayor 
Mahadin said. 

In his speech, the King 
said a review of the political 
process will soon be started 
with the aim of determining 
the causes of what had hap- 
pened. The King, who on 
Wednesday met with parlia- 
mentarians from the south, 
described as “my family" 
Jordanians in all parts of the 
Kingdom but criticised the 
attacks on public properties, 
including a kidney dialysis 
unit which he had personal- 
ly donated to the city of 
Tafileh. 

Observers said the meet- 
ings the King and the prime 
minis ter held with unions, 
deputies and other groups 
also played a role in restoring 
calm. 

. Mr. Kabariti on Thursday 
promised to study a request 
bv the professional associa- 
tions’ presidents to release 
those detained following the 
riots. 

During a meeting with the 
Council of Presidents of Pro- 
fessional Associations, Mr. 
Kabariti said the government 
was keen on keeping doors 
open for responsible dia- 


logue on all national issues. 

Press reports quoted offical 
sources as saying that some 
of the detainees have already 
been released. Karak resi- 
dents confirmed these rep- 
orts. The government has 
acc-used Iraqi sympathisers 
of inciting the riots and has 
started an arrest campaign 
that mainly targeted political 
party members suspected of 
being close to the Iraqi 
regime (see separate story). 

But Karak residents insist- 
ed that the riots were a spon- 
taneous reaction to increased 
economic difficulties in a 
govern orate which they said 
was among the poorest in the 
Kingdom. 

The estimated 2,000 peo- 
ple who took part in the riots 
in Karak Friday and Saturday 
shouted slogans demanding 
the resignation of the govern- 
ment and the reversal of the 
decision to hike bread prices. 

Mr. Kabariti said last week 
that the government was 
aware of poverty pockets in 
the Kingdom and that it was 
his government’s responsi- 
bility to work to solve this 
problem. 

The government had said it 
had no choice but to lift the 
subsidies id implementation 
of the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF)- agreed eco- 
nomic reform programme on 
whose success it said the 
Kingdom has pinned its 
hopes for economic recovery. 
The government said the step 
was also essential for cor- 
recting structural deformities 
that had led to waste, smug- 
gling and corruption. 

“The government will 
maintain the course of eco- 
nomic reform aimed at reviv- 
ing the economy and improv- 
ing living standards, giving 
special attention to the poor.” 
said Ms. Taher. 


Coming to Croatia? Well, mind your language! 


By Peter Ctmliff e-Jones 
AFP 

ZAGREB — Coming to 
Croatia for your holidays 
next year? Well, be advised. 
Tear up your old Serbo- 
Croat phrase book. 

In this newly independent 
and nationalist country, 
which broke away from 
Belgrade in 1991, the use of 
language is changing. 

It is no longer de rigueur, 
for instance, to wish some- 
one a cheery “prijatno” — 
or have a nice day — as you 
wander out of the shop or 
hotel. 

“Prijatno” is “Serbish” 
word this reporter was told 
here last week. It is much 
better to mumble “dovid- 
jenja” — goodbye in both 
Serbo-Croat and the new 
“Croatian”. 

In their efforts to instil a 
new nationalism in Croatia, 
Zagreb authorities have 
quietly backed an attempt 
by some linguistic hardlin- 
ers to reform the formerly 
“Serbo-Croat” language 
into a language that is more 
distinctly “Croatian”. 

While a long-mooted bill 
to force standardisation of 
the “Croatian” language is 
officially on the backbum- 
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er, a “Croatian” linguist has 
published an officially- 
backed dictionary to “Croa- 
tise” the language. 

The “dictionary of the 
excessive use of foreign 
words in the Croatian lan- 
guage” has been foisted on 
bureaucrats, journalists and 
politicians, providing 
newly composed alterna- 
tives to “Serbian” and other 
foreign words. 

Applying for officials 
documents, people are told, 
they should use the new 
language, dropping import- 
ed and “Serbian” words for 
“Croatian” words. 

The car is the “samovoz” 
(literally the self-driver) not 
the “automobil”. 

The mobile-radio receiver 


or “voki-toki” is the “nosi- 
glas” or carry-voice. 

On a hot date? The word 
for the male member has 
been somewhat imagina- 
tively changed. 

From a Serbo-Croat 
“penis”, it has, in Croatia, 
become a poetic “milokliz” 
or “that which slides in gen- 
tly”. 

Satirists have, of course, 
made much fun of these 
changes of language. 

A 25-year-old former sol- 
dier told AFP last week that 
he had been sent a message, 
during a battle south of 
Zagreb with Serb rebels last 
year, and that so as to main- 
tain secrecy he had been 
told to send his response by 
“dalekoumnozitelj”. 


“1 had no idea what they 
wanted me to do. If they 
bad asked me to send a fax. 
I’d have known,” he told 
this reporter. 

For the young, and those 
living in more tolerant areas 
of Croatia, the language 
issue — if irritating — is a 
bit of a joke. 

But in the more national- 
ist areas, the wrong use of a 
non-Croatian word, particu- 
larly by someone from the 
former Yugoslavia, can pro- 
voke hostility. 

A surly official in the for- 
mer rebel Serb-held town of 
Knin flew into a fit last 
weekend when asked for 
information by a Bosnian 
reporter about the possibili- 
ty of travel by “voz” — one 


of the several Serbo-Crout 
words for train. 

The word to use in Croat- 
ia was “vlak” TTiere were 
“no excuses” for using non- 
Croatian words. “Voz” was 
a “terrible” word. “The last 
voz left Knin a year ago” 
with the rebel Serbs, he 
stormed. 

For the traveller, a wor- 
ried tourist guide said here 
last week, the best advice, 
in fact, is to try speaking 
one of a number of alterna- 
tive languages spoken here. 

French is understood by 
the elderly. Italian, goes 
down well in the nonh and 
German is well-understood 
in many places. Among the 
young, the best thing is to 
speak English. 


U.S. diplomats reflect changing, aging America 


By Sarah Jackson-Han 

AFP 

WASHINGTON — Ameri- 
can diplomats aren't what 
they used to be, and U.S. 
officials say that’s a good 
thing. 

Long viewed as a 
sinecure for well-born 
white men, the U.S. foreign 
service — America's diplo- 
matic corps — has begun 
to reflect a domestic popu- 
lation that is older and 
more likely to change 
careers. And U.S. diplo- 
mats are more ethnically 
and racially diverse than 
ever’.before. 

Eva Greening, who emi- 
grated from Poland at age 
12 and now works as a 
political and military 
affairs officer at the Stare 
Department, joined the for- 
eign service after nearly a 
decade as an English pro- 
fessor. 

Ms. Groening, whose 
responsibilities include 
preventing nuclear smug- 
gling from the former Sovi- 
et Union, has since held 
two posts in Poland, where 
she found her native lan- 
guage skills invaluable. 

While Ms. Groening’s 
late entry into the foreign 


service would have been an 
aberration just 15 years 
ago. officials say such mid- 
career recruits — including 
a large number of lawyers 
and academics — are 
becoming routine. 

Women, minorities, and 
first- and second-genera- 
tion Americans are also 
taking up more of the 
10.000 foreign service 
posts in five federal agen- 
cies that make up the diplo- 
matic corps: The State 
Department, U.S. Informa- 
tion Agency. Agency for 
International Development, 
and small components in 
the departments of agricul- 
ture and commerce. 

Though she remains one 
of few immigrants in the 
foreign service, Ms. 
Greening and others say 
they see more and more 
second-generation Ameri- 
cans — many of them 
Asian-American and His- 
panic — with valuable, 
near-native fluency in their 
parents’ first languages. 

Long-term comparative 
data are few, since the State 
Department began comput- 
erising its personnel 
records only in the last sev- 
eral years. 

But officials say — and 


anecdotal evidence sug- 
gests — that the diplomats 
who represent U.S. inter- 
ests abroad increasingly 
reflect radical changes in 
the workplace in the coun- 
try as a whole. 

The number of women 
entering the foreign service 
has increased steadily in 
the last 20 years to about 
40 per cent in some classes, 
according to Foreign Ser- 
vice Director-General 
Anthony Quainton. 

The median age of new 
officers has meanwhile 
risen from mid-20s to mid- 
30s, as Ameijcans increas- 
ingly change careers and as 
demand rises — in the for- 
eign service as in the pri- 
vate sector — for spe- 
cialised skills, training, and 
graduate education. 

Promotions are fewer and 
retirements more common 
in an era of aggressive belt- 
tightening, but slightly 
older officers still have a 
good chance to become 
ambassadors. “Someone 
who comes in at 35 can get 
right to the top,” Mr. 
Quainton said. 

Nonetheless, the State 
Department, which 

employs the vast majority 
of foreign service officers. 


has drawn sharp criticism 
in the past for failing to 
move quickly enough 
toward a more diverse 
workforce. 

As recently as September 
1995, the U.S. General 
Accounting Office noted 
thar while women and 
minorities had markedly 
increased their representa- 
tion at all levels in the State 
Department since the early 
1980s, more than three- 
quarters of senior positions 
still went to white men. 

Senior officials say that is 
changing, but such statis- 
tics bolster a popular per- 
ception of the foreign ser- 
vice as an elite, effete, and 
ultimately expendable 
prep-school club. 

That image makes its 
officers groan — and fear 
that the next round of fed- 
eral budget cuts may hit 
them even harder than the 
last 

“The impression that 
somehow we all live a life 
of slippered ease overseas,” 
Mr. Quainton said in an 
interview', “is disturbing, 
because it makes it difficult 
for us to get resources.” 

Knowledge of a second 
language is not required to 
enter the foreign service. 


but getting in is still tough. 

Only 175 out of 11.300 
people passed the entire 
entrance exam in each of 
the last three years it was 
given, and recruiters expect 
similar numbers when test- 
ing resumes this fall after a 
two-year freeze on hiring 
due to budget cuts. 

Retired lawyer Isaac Rus- 
sell first passed the foreign 
service exam in 1953 but 
was drafted before he could 
accept a diplomatic 
appointment. Three years 
in law school then pushed 
him over what was then a 
strict age limit for incom- 
ing officers, and Mr. Rus- 
sell assumed he had simply 
waited too long. 

Thirty-three years later, 
he found that new laws had 
raised the upper age limit 
for incoming officers from 
35 to 59, and in 1989 he 
began a second career that 
look him to Zimbabwe, 
Ivory Coast and Ethiopia. 

“To find out the law had 
changed in my favour was 
just unbelievable,” Mr. 
Russell said. “Mostly you 
don’t get your childhood 
dreams offered back 
again.” 


King opens channel for dialogue after crisis 


“It is regrettable to see 
some elements still 
clinging to the old 
schools of the 1950s in 
terms of their affiliations 
and ideologies. One can- 
not be a good citizen if 
he or she lacks the sense 
of national belonging. 

“The recent incidents 
saw the destruction of 
private and public prop- 
erties like mother- and 
child-care centres, 
health facilities, ware- 
houses containing 

school textbooks, elec- 
tricity cables, cars and 
banks. 

“I cannot bear all the 
responsibilities for the 
country by myself, nei- 
ther can you or the gov- 
ernment. It is clear that 
all citizens should show 
real cohesion towards 
protecting die country 
and its achievements. 

“In the face of distur- 
bance sedition, we are 
forced to move and foil 
all attempts at ruining 
our country and put an 
end to acts of sabotage. 

“Jordan was promised 
financial assistance at 
the Baghdad Arab sum- 
mit but only one Arab 
country, Saudi Arabia, 
fulfilled the commit- 
ments, leaving Jordan to 
settle the bill for 
weapons and arms it had 
to purchase and forcing 
the country to resort to 
borrowing from banks. 


“The government’s 
rec-ent decision was a 
brave one and was taken 
after we debated it thor- 
oughly and in the 
national interest. We had 
to take this decision con- 
cerning the subsidies 
because there was con- 
tinuous smuggling of 
subsidised ftxxf and ani- 
mal feed and we have 
evidence to prove it. The 
letter of designation to 
the government was 
clear calling on its mem- 
bers to deal with corrup- 
tion and those people 
who abuse their posi- 
tions and who act to 
weaken the country or 
impede the development 
process. 

‘It would have been 
easier for the govern- 
ment to follow in the 
footsteps of previous 
administrations and 
avoid facing trouble but 
we wanted from the gov- 
ernment to introduce the 
required change because 
we wanted to deal with 
the difficult situation in 
order to protect national 
interests. 

“We cannot escape our 
duty and allow the coun- 
try to collapse, thus los- 
ing all that we have 
built in the past years. 

“The reasons for 
entrusting the govern- 
ment to a great number 
of deputies is that I 
wanted this government 


(Continued from page 1) 


to be the best representa- 
tive of the Jordanian 
people’s aspirations and 
pursue efforts for 
improvement, for reform 
ana construction and for 
fighting weakness in our 
institutions and to open 
the way for honest citi- 
zens to work. 

“There is a big differ- 
ence between what we 
had wanted from the 
weekly press and what it 
has been presenting. We 
had wanted the weekly 
papers to be of high 
standard and serving as 
a platform for projecting 
the views of different 
people and even writers 
from other Arab coun- 
tries because we wanted 
this press to serve as a 
catalyst for reform not 
only in Jordan but in the 
rest of the Arab World.” 
Referring to national 
unity, theKing cited the 
example of a former 
deputy and writer in a 
weekly newspaper and 
said about the writer: 
“He was able to rally 
supporters at the court 
shouting slogans against 
the presence of Pales- 
tinians in Jordan ” 
“Democracy has its 
own limits and one can- 
not exploit democracy to 
harm national unity. We 
are a united family and, 
as I said before, I will 
consider any person my 
real enemy if ne tries to 


tamper with national 
unity. This is not a coun- 
try for myself alone; it is 
home of all Jordanian 
citizens regardless of 
their origin. 

Referring to the Pales- 
tinian question, the King 
disclosed that following 
the 1967 war when the 
Kingdom included both 
banks of the River Jor- 
dan he was offered the 
return of 98 per cent of 
the occupied land under 
a separate peace deal 
with Israel. “We rejected 
the offer because 1 could 
not cede an inch of the 
Arab land, which is the 
right of the Palestinian 
people.” 

The King reviewed the 
developments since 
1974 when the Arab 
summit in Rabat decided 
that the Palestinians 
assume the responsibili- 
ty for their future and 
the developments since 
the Madrid conference 
in 1991 when Jordan 
provided the necessary 
umbrella for the Pales- 
tinians to negotiate with 
Israel. 

“We took the decision 
to enter into negotiations 
with Israel to regain our 
lands and water rights 
following, the example 
of Egypt and the Pales- 
tinians. 

“Perhaps the events of 
the past days were con- 
nected with (the devel- 


opment that accompa- 
nied the peace treaty) by 
which (a minority) could 
oppose the majority that 
was expressed by Par- 
liament which repre- 
sents all public sectors 
with regard to the ques- 
tion of peace.” 

Stressing that Jordan 
will continue to provide 
backing to the Palestini- 
ans to regain their rights, 
the King said: “Jordan 
will always remain as a 
strong wall on which 
Palestinians can lean in 
their struggle to regain 
control of their home- 
land.” 

The King reiterated 
that Jordan will continue 
to support the Iraqi peo- 
ple. noting that Jordan 
had supported Iraq in the 
eight-year war against 
Iran and stressing that 
the Kingdom opposed 
Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait because it “had 
always opposed the rais- 
ing of Arab weapons 
against Arab people." 

“We are still keen on 
preserving the unity and 
territorial integrity of 
Iraq and we sympathise 
with the Iraqi people 
and wish to see a near 
end to their sufferings.” 
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AFM surprisingly absorbed the shock of riots 
with relatively small decline in prices — dealers 


By a Jordan Times 
Reporter 


AMMAN — Share prices 
dipped by nearly one per 
cent this week in low trad- 
ing, reversing a recovery in 
the Amman stock market 
following bread riots in the 
south of the country, bro- 
kers said Friday. 

However, the depression 
turned out to be much less 
than expected given the 
repercussions of violent dis- 
turbances on any stock mar- 
ket, observers said. 

Tiie weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
2.6 million dinars compared 
with the previous week's 3 
milli on dinars . 

The report said 1.8 milli on 
shares changed hands under 
2.560 contracts concluded 
during the week. 


The official share price 
index based on 60 major 
companies closed for the 
week at 139-54 points, down 
0.66 points or 0.87 per cent, 
from the week’s opening of 
140.2 points. 

Industrials accounted for 
1.28 million dinars of the 
weekly volume, followed by 
commercial banks and 

financial institutions with 

830,000 dinars, services sec- 
tor shares with 450,000 
dinars and insurance stocks 
wife 13,500 dinars. 

Sectoral indices showed 
commercial banks and 

financial institutions losing 

0.09 per cent, insurance 
stock 0.83 per cent, services 
sector firms 1.66 per cent 
and industrials 0.75 per cent 

Stocks of S3 companies 
were involved in the week’s 
trading, with 11 of them 
closing with gains, 58 losing 
and 14 remaining 


unchanged, the AFM report 
said. 

Pearl Consulting, a private 
sector firm which maintains 
its own market indicators, 
said its general price index 
closed for the week after 
dipping by 0.98 per cent. 

According to Pearl indices, 
commercial banks and 
financial institutions lost 
0.68 per cent, insurance 
firms by 0.49 per cent ser- 
vice sector firms 1.11 per 
cent and industrials by 1.26 
percent 

Pearl also said that com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions had lost 10.65 
per cent since the beginning 
of the year, insurance by 
5,99 per cent service sector 
firms by 13.83 points and 
industrials by 22.65 per cent 

A further split-up by Pearl 
showed that in the banking 
sector, prices of commercial 
banks’ stock remained 


unchanged on averarge last 
week, while investment 
banks lost 1.36 per cent spe- 
cialised banks dipped by 
2.06 per cent and islamic 
banks slipped by 1.01 per 
cent 

In the services sector, ener- 
gy firms dipped by 2.97 per 
cent hotels and tourism- 
related entities by 1.9 per 
cent, transport companies by 
0.86 per cent investment 
and real estate firms by 1.26 
per cent and companies in 
the education sector and oth- 
ers by 0.41 per cent 

Among industrials, mining 
firms gained 0.74 per cent 
and packing companies 0.1 
per cent Chemical and 
petroleum companies lost 
2.24 per cent construction 
firms 2.06 per cent compa- 
nies in the supply and con- 
sumption sector 038 per 
cent pharmaceuticals 0.62 
per cent engineering ffirms 


1.07 per cent and textile 
companies 0.63 per cent 
AFM dealers, speaking on 
condition of anonymity 
under standing guidelines, 
said the market had surpris- 
ingly absorbed the shock of 
the riots with relatively 
small declines in share 


prices. 

“It was as if the market 
was expecting some devel- 
opment not necessarily the 
riots per se.” said an AFM 
dealer, noting that the actual 
drop in prices, as indicated 
by the AFM index, was less 
than one per cent 
“Otherwise the actual 
impact of bread riots would 
have been much more severe 
on the market’' 

“Now that things appear to 
have cooled down, we can 
expect the slow process of 
recovery in the market to 
resume in the next few 
weeks,” added the broker. 


Mubarak threatens to cancel 
Mideast economic conference 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt 
(APT 3 ) — President Hosni 
Mubarak threatened 

Thursday to cancel a Middle 
East economic conference 
scheduled for November in 
Cairo if fsrael does not meet 
its peace commitments. 

“if no progress is made 
and if commitments are not 


kept (by Israel) it would be 
diffic 


icult to foresee holding 
the economic conference,” 
the Egyptian leader was 
quoted by Information 
Minister Safwat A1 Sherif as 
saying. 

“I call on Israel to make 
progress, or there will be no 
sense in bolding the eco- 
nomic conference,” sched- 
uled for November 12-14, 
he added in a speech to uni- 
versity students here. 

President Mubarak said 
that in spite of Israeli decla- 
rations of respect for the 
agreed-on principles of the 
peace process, “no progress 
has been made on the 
ground.” 

He singled out for criti- 
cism an Israeli plan for with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
town of Hebron, which he 
said would spread the pull- 


back out over two months. 

“The length of the pull- 
back time will affect die 
economic conference, and 
(Israel's) non-respect for its 
accords with the 
Palestinians represents a 
danger to die peace 
process,” he said. Under the 
Israeli-Palestinian autono- 
my accords, Israel was to 
have handed most of Hebron 
over to Palestinian control 
by the end of March. 

“How can the Palestinians 
wait even longer and how 
can the economic confer- 
ence take place?” President 
Mubarak said, “if the situa- 
tion stays as it is, it will have 


fall-out on the economic 
conference and countries in 
die region will not take 
part.” 

The Egyptian leader also 
expressed “surprise” at Mr. 
Netanyahu's decision to lift 
a four-year-old freeze on 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and to order new bypass 
roads for the settlers. 

And he said Israel's insis- 
tence on putting security 
before peace was unrealistic 
because it gave militants the 
opportunity to derail the 
peace process by commit- 
ting anti-Israeli attacks. 

“Peace is the right way to 


achieve stability and securi- 
ty for all with close coopera- 
tion to wipe out terrorists.” 
President Mubarak said 
The two previous econom- 
ic development conferences 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa, which Israel 
and most Arab states attend- 
ed. were held in Casablanca. 
Morocco, in 1994 and in 
Amman in 1995. The U.S. 
State Department Thursday 
rebuffed threats from 


President Mubarak to scrap 
the Middle East economic 
conference unless Israel 
showed progress in the 
peace process. 

“We continue to look for- 
ward to an economic meet- 
ing in Cairo in November,” 
he said. Mr. Davies refused 
to elaborate on the U.S. 
view of the Egyptian posi- 
tion but said “we hope that 
the November economic 
meeting goes forward.” 


Awad: IMF to 
consider more credits 
to Jordan in 1 997 


Abu Shakra Agency launches 
Fleur d’eau from Rochas 


RAMI ABU SHAKRA, gen- 
eral manager of Abu Shakra 
Trading Agency, launched 
Fleur d’eau, the new fra- 
grance from Rochas. 

Mr. Abu Shakra said that it 
is a limpid, transparent, very 
immediate fragrance that 
embodies all the paradox of 
simplicity. 


Fleur d'eau are two words 
that say it all. Each word 
evokes its own universe, 
softness and sensuality, 
freshness and purity. 
Flower... Water. Two worlds 
matte for each other 
Together they create a water- 
colour fragrance brushed in 
soft aiiystrokes. 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Grocers’ 
competition 
6 Math course 
10 Fed. mail 
handler 

13 Spartan square 

14 Jam makers? 

16 Gun engines 

17 Fun task 

19 Mesozoic, e.g. 

20 Stretch 

21 Involve 

23 Dame Myra — 

24 Feature 

25 Altered 
organism 

28 Argues against 

31 “Frankly, my 
dear, — give..." 

32 Creek craft' 

33 Tall tale 

34 Domestic 

35 Candle 

36 “ — Time, Next 
Year" 

37 Indisposed 

38 Was wrong 

39 Approve of 

40 Take to the — 
(impoverish) 

42 Coe and 
Bannister 

43 Rip and red 

44 Author Morrison 

45 Large rodent 
47 New York lakes 

51 Egg: pref. 

52 Melanie Griffith 
film 

54 Compete 

55 Neighbor of 
Andorra 

56 "Vive— !“ 

57 McMahon and 
Ames 

58 Conveyed 

59 Construct 
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DOWN. 

1 Valley 

2 Equal, in 
Quebec 

3 Gray wolf 

4 Strict control 

5 Artist John 

6 First family in 
1910 


AU rights reserved. 

7 Call the tune 

8 Legal Lance 

9 Speed regulator 

10 — Lake, 
Canada 

11 Scope or meter 
beginning 

12 White. House 
office 

15 Upper house 

18 Malt kiln 

22 Deadlock 

24 — down . 
(softened) 

25 Parrot 

26 Former US 
Secretary of the 
Interior 

27 Grooming aids 

28 Cod and Horn 

29 Indonesian 
island 

30 Visionaries 

32 Darleen and 

VikW 

35 Perches for 
peregrines 

36 Pierre or J.D, 

38 Furnishes funds 



39 Trick 

41 Zero in 

42 Forenoon 

44 Sully 

45 Arouse 
emotions 

46 Enthusiastic 


47 — ana oones 

48 After million or 
billion 

49 Large reptile, 
briefly 

50 Trench type 
53 “Norma — " 


THE BETTE R HALF, 

gl asSesST 


By Gtasbergen 



“Our generation sent the divorce 
rate sky-high. They should call 
us Generation Ex. D 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
said Thursday the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) was ready to 
discuss extra credit facilities 
in 1997 to bolster Jordan’s 
structural reform plan. 

finance Minister Marwan 
Awad was quoted by the 
state news agency Petra as 
saying the IMF s executive 
council “ had agreed in prin- 
ciple to discuss an increase 
in credit facilities for next 
year”. 

The IMF Wednesday 
released $60 million, the 
second tranche of a $29 5 
milli on loan to finance a 
reform and structural adjust- 
ment programme. 

Mr. Awad cited the state- 
ment by the IMF after its 
meeting giving Jordan high 
marks for progress on the 
three-year programme 
launched this year. 

Economists say a 6.5 per 
cent growth projection in 
1996 is on track. But the 
government is under pres- 
sure following the worst 
riots since 1989 which 
flared after it doubled bread 
prices under the IMF-sanc- 
tioned plan. 

The structural reform pro- 
gramme follows successful 
monetary stabilisation in 
Jordan under IMF guidance 
since an economic crisis in 
1989 wiped out its reserves. 

The current plan includes 
privatisation of state utili- 
ties. an overhaul of laws, 
development of the weak 
domestic capital market and 
major stock market reform 


by setting up a regulatory 
securities and exchange 
commission. 

IMF-directed targets on 
credit expansion and foreign 
reserve levels have so far 
been met. Mr. Awad said. 
Jordan has set a $600 mil- 
lion foreign reserves target 
for 1996 to cover three 
months of imports. 

Donor nations, expressing 
support for Jordan’s eco- 
nomic reforms, pledged in 
July about $1 billion in 
development grants. 

Mohammad A1 Erian. act- 
ing director of the IMF 
Middle Eastern department, 
said in Washington that 
“Jordan continues to make 
impressive progress under 
its structural adjustment and 
reform programme 

“... The jordanian econo- 
my has registered a high 
rate of economic growth, 
low inflation, and increas- 
ing foreign exchange 
reserves,” Mr. AJ Erian said 
in a statement. 

At the same time, he 
stressed, Jordan has 
“strengthened social safety 
nets to assist the poor and 
compensate vulnerable seg- 
ments of the population 
adversely affected” by the 
economic programme. 

Following completion of a 
review of the loan agree- 
ment approved on Feb. 9, 
1996. the IMF made avail- 
able to Jordan a drawing of 
4.1 million SDR (Special 
Drawing Rights), about $60 
million . the statement said. 


Jnsc ramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
bur ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 3 
£ try Henri Arnold and MDte Argirion 
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THE SUCCESSFUL 
PERFUME 
MAKER HAP 


New arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug 1 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow} 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: SHOWY HURRY HOOKUP KISMET 
Answer Mixing drinks every night left the 
bartender — ALL SHOOK UP 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 




J£S NOT MY PUBSING 
Oft LATE NJGfrre-IT^ 
THE CLOSET SR0CE 
SHE'S GOING TO LOSE r 


Mutt’ n’ Jeff 


ijook.gus. rrs ok. to win© * 
you HOME ID DINNER/ 



horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SAT- 
URDAY AUGUST 
241996 

Bv Thomas S. Pierson. 


Astrologer. Carroll 
/ lighter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get into creative 
tasks you tike to do today 
and gain more success 
with them. Show more 
affection for your loved 
ones and they will feel 
very much appreciative of 
your gesture in some man- 
ner later this evening. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Forget that tittle 


progress. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get into the 
outdoor activities today 
which appeal to you and 
you can relax from all of 
the stress of business 
activities. You can easily 
gain a favour from a 
prominent close friend 
who has the answers to 
your questions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Avoid 
someone today who is not 
a good, true friend and is 
demanding and who could 
get you in some kind of 
difficulty if you follow 
through with the advice 
provided. Later this 
evening plan some fun 
activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to 
December 21 ) You can get 
into some new project 
today which can be prof- 
itable to you if you follow 
the advice provided by 
some knowledgeable per- 
son. Relax with some 
hobby tonight and let the, 
stress of business activities' 
drain away. .■ 

CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 
20) You are in the mood 
for a big disagreement at’ 
home today, however, 
refrain from doing so or 
you could regret the conse- 
quences from any such 
encounter. Be careful in 
motion of all kinds later 
this evening to avoid any:, 
accidents. 

AQL1ARIUS: (January 2i 
to February 19) Show that 
you can overcome obsta- 
cles very easily today and 
get much accomplished 
through your efforts. Dine 
out tonight with your, 
loved ones and make it a 
pleasant evening for all- 
who are involved and havb - 
some fun. 

PISCES: (February 20 to ' 
March 20) A new acquaint 
tance has ideas today . 
which are not to your lik- 
ing. so steer clear of this 
person or you could get in 
a great amount of difficul- . 
ty w’ith some bigwig. Later 
this evening you can see ' 
close friends for a fun 
time. 
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trip you want to take at this 


time and get busy improv- 
ing the conditions of your 
home in case there are 
unexpected guests and you 
can also increase its value 
with some easy effort upon 
your part. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Avoid disagree- 
ments with anyone in busi- 
ness today and get busy 
shopping, marketing, and 
handling correspondence 
which have been put aside 
for some time. Later 
tonight you can relax at 
home with your loved ones 
and unwind. 

MOON . CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Know 
what your practical aims 
are today and go after 
them in an efficient man- 
ner and don’t let a fellow- 
associate tag along or you 
will discover some diffi- 
culties if there are too w : 
many people putting in 
their two cents worth. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Avoid a fellow associ- 
ate today who is in the 
mood to disagree with 
every' suggestion which 
you may develop or you 
could get nothing accom- 
plished. Make some fasci- 
nating new contacts and 
leant new- innovations 
which are helpful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Handle 
your practical affairs today 
with the aid of a business 
expert and take his or her 
advice to heart and yon 
can .gain mucTf success in 
thb_efforL Tonight sched- 
ule a course of action 
which will make much 
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Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quartz 
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Damages in Tafileh estimated at JD2 m 
and in Maan at JD1 m 


*• TAFILEH GOVERNOR Abdul 
Karim MaJahmeh estimated the volume 
of losses from the riots in his area at 
about JD2 million as a result of damages 
to government property as well as assets 
of banks and private establishments. 
Maan Governor Abdul Ghani A1 Abdul- 
lat said losses could have been minima] 
had it not been for the Fires at the com- 
mercial banks. An economist employed 
at a bank in Maan estimated the losses at 
JD1 million. 

Governor Malahmeh listed the institu- 
tions that were damaged to be the health 


centre, the agricultural directorate, the 
municipality library, the male school 
and another male school in Ay inch in 
addition the Arab Bank and the Housing 
Bank. 

In Maan. the Islamic Bank was totalis 
destroyed by tire. Other institutions 
damaged by fire were the Arab Bank and 
the Housing Bank. Governor Abdullat 
listed the clothing section of the Civil 
Consumer Corporation and the educa- 
tion directorate as the two government 
institutions that were damaged in Maan 
in addition to the three bunk. 


Excluding real estate, public investments are 
still larger than those of the private sector 


*+ Progress in various elements to pro- 
mote the investment climate has 
achieved an increase in the rate of invest- 
ments to the gross domestic product 
(GDP). This increase has exceeded more 
than 10 percentage points as it was lower 
than 25 per cent of GDP in the late 80s 
and has risen to more than 33 per cent in 
the past few years, according to a study 
by Ahmad Mustafa, executive director of 
the Department of Studies and Research 
at the Central Bank of Jordan. 

But, the study showed that the relative- 
ly high ratio of investment to GDP was 
not commensurate with the rate of real 
economic growth. Dr. Mustafa pointed 
out that investments were concentrated 
in real estate compared to small amounts 
that flow to investing in machinery and 
equipment. 

Outlining his study in a recent lecture. 
Dr. Mustafa said that public investments 


were still larger than private investments 
if investments in the real estate sector 
were excluded. He stressed that the small 
size of the Jordanian economy makes its 
success imperative on continuing the 
current approach to implement a sus- 
tained strategy lor economic growth 
based on attracting local and foreign sav- 
ings and investments to utilise the 
national resources and to move to 
increased exports of products and ser- 
vices. 

Dr. Mustafa told his audience that 
promising indicators of sectors attracting 
investments and targeting exports are: 
higher education, tourism (especially 
hotels and touristic transport), spe- 
cialised medical services, computer and 
modem communication sen 1 ices, and 
mining and chemical industries (A! Dus- 
tour). 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . { 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A1 Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
^ Fax: 810520 y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Pr o fe ss ional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your< colour film « 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

Om 30% torpor 
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SfartviYini 
Bank. Phone: 
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Soufa & Salads 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 
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behind San Rock 
Hotel 
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36 COMFORTABLY & 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

FULLY EQUIPPED 

KITCHEN. 

SATELLITE TV. <fc DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE LINES. 

BARK ON PREMISES. 

TV. HALL. 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel 693399 
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OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
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Radio & tv station RD. 
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Martinez reaches Toshiba classic 


semifinals by beating Tauziat 


CARLSBAD, California 
(R) — Defending champi- 
on and second seed Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain beat 
Nathalie Tauziat of France 
6-3 6-4 Thursday to ad- 
vance to the semifinals of 
the $450,000 Toshiba Ten- 
nis Classic. 

‘1 played well almost the 
whole match,” said Marti- 
nez, the 1994 Wimbledon 
champion. “I felt pretty con- 
fident out there, so I’m pret- 
ty happy with the way I 
played. 1 ’ 

Fifth seed Gabriela Saba- 
rini of Argentina turned 
back Sweden's Asa Carls- 
son 6-1 7-5 while Katarina 
Studenikova surprised Slo- 
vakian compatriot and sixth 
seed Karina Habsudova 7-6 
( 7-4 ) 6-2, setting up a quar- 
terfinal clash with top-seed- 


ed Arantxa Sanchez Vieario 
of Spain. 

Martinez, ranked third in 
the world, was in control 
throughout the one hour, 17 
minute baseline battle, rely- 
ing on her heavy topspin 
ground attack to defeat her 
26th-ranked opponent for 
the seventh time in nine 
career meetings. 

“I was much more aggres- 
sive than the other match.” 
said Martinez, referring to a 
three-set tussle against Nao- 
ko Sawamatsu. “She likes to 
come to the net, so I was 
hying to move her around 
with my forehand and keep 
it deep. It worked quite well 
today." 

Sabatini struggled with 
her serve, committing seven 
double faults in each set. but 
still managed to make it into 


her second quarterfinal of 
the year where she will 
meet fourth seed Kimiko 
Date of Japan. 

Sabatini sailed through 
the opening set despite her 
errant serve. 

“It’s not easy and some- 
how I have to stay calm," 
said Sabatini of the rash of 
double faults. “I get too 
anxious with my serve and 
complicate things. It starts 
getting worse rather than 
calm. But I’m working on 
it.” 

In the second set, Carlsson 
began to find the mark with 
her baseline blasts, building 
a 5-3 lead. But Sabatini 
reeled off the next four 
games to close out the 77- 
minute straight-sets victory. 

“I wasn't happy with the 
way I played the second 


set,” said Sabatini, who has 
fallen to a world 15th rank- 
ing following a four-month 
absence with a pulled stom- 
ach muscle. 

“I really bad to fight a lot 
and wasn't really able to 
play my game like I was in 
the first set. 

“She was attacking me 
very well. I was surprised 
the way she played. She 
went to the court with a plan 
and that’s what she did. I 
really had to fight 

“But I just kept trying. I 
definitely didn't want to go 
to a third set I knew that it 
was important to win it in 
two sets. So I just tried to 
play hard and play each 


Australians advance at Canadian Open Medvedev 


TORONTO (R) — It was 
Australia day at the $2 mil- 
lion Canadian Open Thurs- 
day as three Aussies 
reached the quarterfinals 
with straight-set victories. 

Unseeded Patrick Rafter 
recorded the most notewor- 
thy result as he upset sixth- 
seeded American Malivai 
Washington 6-2 6-1 in just 
50 minutes. 

Todd Woodb ridge, who 
defeated Canadian Daniel 
Nestor 7-6 0-2) 7-6 (7-4). 
and Mark Philippe us sis, a 
6-3 6-4 winner over Bohdan 
Ulihrach of the Czech Re- 
public, also advanced and 
will meet in Friday's quar- 
terfinals. 

Third-seeded Wayne Fer- 
reira of South Africa defeat- 
ed Tim Henman of Britain 
6-4 6-4 after a three-hour 
evening rain delay and fifth- 
seeded Thomas Enqvist of 
Sweden won his third- 
round match, eliminating 
Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic 6-3 6-4. 

“ afld'gqqvist play 

in-a Friday- mght qu artem- 
HAL- 

IWo Americans, seventh 
seed Todd Martin and un- 
seeded Alex O’Brien, will 
meet Friday after winning 
matches Thursday. Martin 
overcame Cedric Pioline of 


France 2-6 6-2 6-4 and 
O’Brien beat Mikael Till- 
strom of Sweden 6-3 2-6 6- 
3. 

“If you really look at the 
match," said the 12th- 
ranked Washington after lo- 
sing to the 70th-ranked Raf- 
ter, ‘1 never really got a 
chance to play because he 
was serving big and getting 
in close to the net 

“He was also able to han- 
dle my serve pretty easily 
because my (first) service 
percentage was only in the 
40s. Put those two things 
together and you get a loss." 

Rafter missed 10 weeks 
after wrist surgery earlier 
this year and the time away 
from tennis has given him a 
new perspective. 

“Before when I was on 
tour, I always felt I had to 
be in bed by 9:30 or 10 
o'clock and I had to be up at 
a certain time,” Rafter said. 
“Now I can go to bed at 
midni ght or wake up at 
seven in the morning. I just 
don't have as many set rou- 
tes- and : it’s made- me' a 
happier person." 

Martin was pleased with 
his victory over Pioline, his 
first in five meetings with 
the llth-ranked Frenchman. 
“It's always difficult to win 
a match when you lose the 


first set, especially against 
someone you have never 
beaten," he said. 

“I got more aggressive in 
the second and third sets 
and the wind picked up and 
that also affected things be- 
cause Cedric definitely 
went off a little bit.” 

The 26-year-old O'Brien, 
who won the ATP Tour stop 
in New Haven last week, 
has now won IS of his last 
20 matches, dating back to 
qualifying rounds in Los 
Angeles in late July. He 
ranks 76th after being 285th 
four weeks ago. 

‘1 feel I'm hitting the ball 
well even though I’m hav- 
ing more mental letdowns 
than I did last week.” 
O’Brien said. “But I'm still 
competing well.l” 

“I got a lot of first serves 
in," said Enqvist about his 
victory over Korda. *1 did- 
n't miss that many shots and 
he was making the mis- 
takes." 

Still marvelling at an 
exciting 64-sfroke rally, he 
won m'ttie lak game of his 
secohfl-roiihJd ffiatch against 
Javier Sanchez of Spain 
Tuesday, Enqvist joked, 
“today against Petr there 
were about 64 strokes in the 
whole match. It was mostly 
short points.” 
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Players howl and U.S. Open holds new draw 


NEW YORK (AP) — Reacting to a wave of 
player criticism and the threat of a boycott, the 
U.S. Tennis Association (USTA) remade the 
men’s draw for the U.S. Open. 

Two-time champion Stefan Edberg, originally 
drawn to face Jim Courier, still got a tough first- 
round match — Wimbledon champion Richard 
Krajicek. 

“That is the ultimate sad irony because those 
are the two guys, Stefan and Richard, who went 
in to represent the players' view and to object in 
person yesterday ” Marie Miles, ATP Tour chief 
executive officer said Thursday. ‘They did it 
without any view as to whether it helped or hurt 
them. 

“Stefan Edberg is the ultimate sportsman, and 
I’ll fall out of my chair if he complains about the 
result He went in there because the draw just 
looked bad for the sport He made two points. 
One. yon should use the ranking, and two. 
you've got to redraw. You can't determine the 
order of seeds after you’ve done the draw." 

The USTA rejected the players’ demand to stay 
with the rankings, blit agreed to remake the draw 
with the seeds already in place to avoid the 
appearance of impropriety. 

Miles said virtually every player who heard 
about how the draw was conducted objected to it 
because it left open the possibility that the draw 
could have been rigged to favour certain 
American players, notably Michael Chang and 
Andre Agassi. 

“There was a very strong feeling that the draw 
had to be remade,' Miles said. “Some players felt 
if the draw stood, the players should not play.” 

Thomas Muster of Austria was particularly 
' incensed, since he was dropped from No. 2 in 
the rankings to No. 3 in the draw be-hind No.l 
Pete Sampras and No. 2 Chang. 

Muster noted that because of his switch with 
Chang, and Agassi's move up from No. S in the 
rankings to No. 6 in the draw, it assured that 
Agassi would not play Sampras or Chang before 
the semifinals. 

‘This isn’t brain surgery,” said Muster, noting 
the top two seeds are guaranteed to play Nos. 7 
and 8, and that the Nos. 3 and 4 seeds are guar- 
anteed to play Nos. 5 and 6. 

“I don’t know what their motivation was, or 


whether television influenced them, but it gave 
the appearance of impropriety.” Miles said. 
“They certainly didn’t contact me or any of the 
players before they did this. But I give (USTA 
president) Les Snyder credit for realising his 
mistake and doing it over.” 

The new draw could result in Sampras and 
Agassi meeting in the title match for the second 
straight year. In the original draw, they were 
seeded to meet in the semifinals. 

“We are responding mostly to the players,” 
Snyder said of the redraw. “The main idea is we 
must do what we feel is best for tennis and what 
is best for the U.S. Open.” 

The original draw for the 12S-player men’s 
field — without the 16 seeds — was made 
Tuesday night. The next morning, the seeds were 
placed in order in a secret meeting, then were 
announced during a ceremony at a Manhattan 
restaurant. The U.S. Open then proceeded to 
place the seeds in the draw by selecting names 
from a cup. 

In naming the seeds, the U.S. Open made three 
changes from the ATP Tour rankings, which only 
the four Grand Slam tournaments are allowed to 
do. 

Chang was moved up one spot and Muster was 
moved down one. 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov of Russia, ranked fourth, 
was dropped to seventh in the seeding. 

With No. 5 Boris Becker out of the tournament 
with a wrist injury, that moved sixth-ranked 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia to fourth in the 
seedings. No. 7 Krajicek of the Netherlands to 
fifth and No. 8 Agassi to sixth. 

Another change knocked 16 th -ranked Felix 
Mantilla of Spain from the seedings, making 
Switzerland's Marc Rosset No. 15 and France's 
Cedric Pioline No. 16. 

But the fact that the bulk of the draw was made 
before the 16 top players were seeded brought 
howls of protest. 

‘It is an insult to the players, to the ATP rank- 
ings and to the game of tennis the way the draw 
was made for the U.S. Open" Andrei Medvedev 
of Ukraine said at a tournament in suburban 
Commack. New York before learning of the new 
draw. 


COMMACK, New York 
CAP) — Fifth-seeded And- 
rei Medvedev of Ukraine 
reached the quarterfinals of 
the Hamlet Cup Tennis Tour- 
nament by beating Jan Kros- 
lak of Slovakia 6-3. 6-2 
Thursday. 

“I increased the level of 
my game, but I honestly still 
have to improve,” Medve- 
dev said. “I'm not yet up to 
U.S. Open standards." 

Medvedev, as high as 
fourth in the world before a 
string of injuries, is ranked 
38th. 

He had a shaky start 
against Kroslak, double- 
faulting to deuce but holding 
service in the first game. He 
broke Koslak at 30 in the 
eighth game, then served out 
the set. 

Koslak' didn't get; another ; 
break point and Medvedev 
ran out the last four games of 
the match. 

In other matches, Adrian 
Voinea of Romania beat quali- 
fier Nir Welgreen of Israel 5- 
7. 6-0, 6-2; Thomas Johan- 
sson of Sweden eliminated 
Fern an WIbier of the Nether- 
lands 6-3, 6-3 and Jonathan 
Stark beat Vincent Spadea 6- 
2. 6-7 (7-5), 7-6 i7~31. Wibier 
replaced second-seeded Yev- 
geny Kafelnikov of Russia, 
who was forced to withdraw 
Monday with a rib injury. 

On Friday, top-seeded Mi- 
chael Chang plays Karol Ku- 
cera of Slovakia in a quarterfi- 
nal match. In other quarterfi- 
nals, Johansson plays Voinea, 
Medvedev plays Stark and 
Martin Damm of the Czech 
Republic plays Michael Joyce. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Ameri- 
can teenage prodigy Wil- 
liam Obea Moore wants it 
known that he's not the next 
Michael Johnson and ins- 
tead plans to make his own 
□ame in world athletics. 

The self-assured 17-year- 
old Californian cruised to a 
record-breaking win in the 
400 metres at the World 
Junior Athletics Champion- 
ship here Friday to hoist the 
United States to the top of 
the medal table after the 
third day. 

Moore scorched past 
teammate Jerome Davis in 
the straight to. claim’ gold in 
45.27 seconds.- :sniasiiing 
compatriot Chris Neliora's 
existing championship re- 
cord of 45.43 seconds set 
six years ago in Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria. 

He believes he would 
have gone in the “raid 44 
seconds,” but for the chilly 
conditions. 

Moore was fixed with the 
“next Michael johnson” tag 
after annexing the 200m- 
400m long sprint double 
last June for the first time at 
the U.S. Junior Champion- 
ships. 

At Atlanta this month 
Johnson claimed the first 
200m-400m double in 
Olympic history, capturing 
the 200m in world record 


time. 

But Moore, lauded as the 
next big thing in American 


track and field, wants no 
part of any connection with 
Johnson, the athletic 
world's No.l performer. 

“I wouldn't say he (John- 
son) is my inspiration be- 
cause I have to compete 
against him. I can't live up 
to somebody I have to com- 
pete against, so mentally 1 
have to be ready to face 
people of that calibre.” said 
Moore after his 400m tri- 
umph. 

“I respect Michael John- 
son, but he's not like a role 
model to me and I’m trying 
to make my name .... I want 
to be jQl^l)4oqre.:the next,. 
ObeaMpore.” . ...... 

Ulrike- . Urbansky and 
Claudia Gessel made it a 
golden day for Germany 
with triumphs in the 400m 
hurdles and 800m. 

Urbansky. who hails from 
Jena — the home of Ger- 
man greats Renate Stecher. 
Marlies Goehr and Heike 
Drechsler — finished 
strongly to capture the 
400ra hurdles from Britain’s 
Victoria Jamison and Ja- 
maican Tanya Jarre tt. 

Urbansky took control 
before the final bend and 
surged clear in a personal 
best 56.65 seconds. 

“I am incredibly happy” 
said 19-year-old Urbansky. 

“It went wonderfully well. 
In the first six hurdles I ran 
in 15 strides as planned." 

Gessel stormed past Ken- 


yan Jebet Langat in the 
straight and held off fast- 
finishing team-mate Kath- 
leen Friedrich to win the 
800m by three-hundredths 
of a second in a personal 
best 2:02.67. Langat was 
third, 

“I have not been compet- 
ing very long and now I will 
be aiming ~ for the 2000 
Sydney Olympics." said 
Gessel. from the Bavarian 
forest region. 

The elation was tinged 
with drama for the German 
team when Jerome Crews, 
favourite for the men’s 
110m hurdles, was disquali- 
fied in the first round after., 
being nominated as break- 
ing toe start a second time. 

Kenya won the men’s 
800m final as expected, but 
Mwengi Mutua upstaged 
his top-ranked compatriot 
Japhet Kimutai to claim his 
country's first gold at the 
championship in 1:48:21. 

Kimutai, a silver medallist 
at the last championships, 
carted the field around the . 
first 400m in a muddling 
53.34 seconds and was 
swamped at the top of the 
straight by Mutua. Briton 
Tom Lerwill and Australian 
Grant Creraer. 

“I was not expected to 
win," said Mutua. 

"‘I just followed Japhet 
and the slow race was good 
for me...I thought Japhet 
would go out harder and l 


Chang, Sampras and Agassi poised for U.S. Open run 


NEW YORK (R) — A trio of 
Americans — one seeking to avoid 
a rare Grand Slam shutout, another 
aiming to end a seven-year major 
title drought, and a third basking in 
the golden glow of Olympic glory 

— appear poised for a strong run at 
the U.S. Open title. 

But after a Wimbledon fortnight 
that seemed to have been planned 
by Lewis Carroll and the mad hatter 

— a Richard Krajicek- Malivai 
Washington final? — anything is 
possible during the toughest two 
weeks in rennis. 

World number one Pete Sampras, 
third-ranked Michael Chang and 
Olympic champion Andre Agassi all 
take summer hardcourt titles into 
the open. 

With Goran Ivanisevic’s history of 
New York misery and Thomas 
Muster’s lack of hardcourt success, 
Dutchman Krajicek, who picked off 
Sampras en route to his historic 
Wimbledon win, may be the one 
player with the confidence to keep 
an American from claiming the 
national title — and he’s picking 
Sampras. 

“Sampras is still the favourite. 


he's on a different level," said 
Krajicek, who had enjoyed little 
Grand Slam joy before this year’s 
topsy-turvy Wimbledon. 

T remember last year, he had a 
terrible summer coming into the 
open and he just came here and 
won. He hasn't won a Grand Slam 
title this year so ... I think he will be 
very eager.” 

Despite a rocky year marked by 
injury and tragedy, Sampras 
remains the best tennis player in the 
world when on top of his game -as 
he eyes his fourth U.S. Open title of 
the decade. 

Sampras set a remarkable pace for 
himself in grabbing two of the four 
major titles in each of the past three 
years. 

But this year he lost to Australian 
Mark Philippoussis in third round of 
the Australian Open, fell to eventu- 
al champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia in the semifinals of the 
French and bad his three-year 
Wimbledon reign halted by 
Krajicek in the quarterfinals. 

Sampras missed the Olympics due 
to injury, but finally appeared to 
emerge from the emotional black 


cloud caused by the tragic death of 
close friend and mentor Tim 
Gullikson with his victory at last 
week's Indianapolis tournament. 

That win could signal Sampras is 
back on course in bis quest to equal 
his idol Rod Laver's total of 11 
major singles titles by scooping up 
career number eight. 

The first of his generation of 
American players to make a Grand 
Slam breakthrough at 17, 1989 
French Open winner Chang is still 
waiting for his second major title. 

But Chang is finally knocking at the 
Grand Slam door again. After finish- 
ing runner-up at last year's French 
Open and this year's Australian, 
Chang comes into the U.S. Open as 
the hottest player on the AIT Tour. 

Ranked a career-high third in the 
world and seeded second at the open. 
Chang won Washington and Los 
Angles and was runner-up in 
Cincinnati to take a 14-1 summer 
hardcourt record into this week's 
Hamlet Cup. 

“I like to play in New York. The 
U.S. Open surface suits me even 
though I’ve not been, able to crack 
through. However, every year is a 
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German runners Clandia GeseU He ft) and an exhausted Kathleen Friedrich (right) after they finished first and sec- 
ond respectively in the final of the 800 metres at the World Junior Athletics Championships in Sydney Friday. 
GeseD won with a time of 2 minutes and 2.67 seconds, only .03 of a second in front of team-mate F riedrich. Both 
r an new personal best times (Reuter photo) 


Obea Moore scotches Johnson comparisons 

T.’ 


knew with 100m to go that I 
could win." 

Mubarak A1 Nubi won 
Qatar's first-ever medal at a 
World Junior Championship 
with a gripping victory in 
the 400m hurdles. 

Nubi won a furious sprint 
to the line to beat South 
African Llewellyn Herbert 
by 0.0S seconds after both 
had cleared the final hurdle 
together. American Angelo 
Taylor was third in a per- 
sonal best 50JSsees. 

“This is a great moment 
for me. it's the first medal 
.wqn for Qatar" said 19- 
’ -lyfeter^old Nubi. \ v 

*i gave it everything in the 
straight because I knew 
Llewellyn was right behind 
me pushing me to the fin- 
ish" 

Romanian Andreea Bur- 
lacu won the women’s 
400m in a personal best 
52.32 seconds from Ameri- 
can Suzianne Reid and Aus- 
tralian Rosemary Hay- 
ward. while Cuban Osleidis 
Menendes took the wo- 
men’s javelin with a throw 
of 60.96 metres from Hun- 
garian Nikolett Szabo and 
Bina Raraesh of France. 

China's Guan Yingnan 
won the women's long jump 
with a leap of 653m, from 
Romanian Cristina Nicolau 
and Finland's Johanna Hal- 
koaho. 


new year." said Chang, who has fall- 
en to the eventual champion at four of 
the last five U.S. Opens. 

Agassi’s career appeared to be in 
freefall earlier this year with a slew of 
early exits, including a second-round 
loss at the French Open and a first- 
round departure from upset-mad 
Wimbledon. 

But the 1994 U.S. Open champion 
and 1995 runner-up finally appears jo 
have his balding head back on 
straight. 

Agassi, who also has Wimbledon 
and Australian Open crowns on his, **) 
resume, turned his year around with a 
gold medal performance in Atlanta: 
that he called “the greatest, accent 
plishment I've ever had in the sport” 

He cemented his return to form by 
beating ' red-hot Chang in the 
Cincinnati final and further frae-nin?d 
his New York attitude by doing a John ' 
McEnroe impression in getting tossed 
oui of Indianapolis for an extremity 
audible obscenity. Ti 

Unless Krajicek can somehow poll.: 
off his second successive major title 
coup, this will almost surely mark the 
first year since 1991 dial the Grind 
Slams go to four different players^.;: 
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The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahamad Zaki....in 


CONCORD “1” 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Narbll & 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Naser 56 


C0NC0R0 “ 2 “ 

Ahamad Zaki....in 


mm 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


(Arabic) 


Naser 56 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:00, 3:15, 5:45, 8:15, 10:45 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

' Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights ^ 

At 8:30 p.m. -y 

For reservation please call" 
625155-640155 ' 
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Sports 

ViUeneuve pressures Hill at R rigian 
GP; Schumacher unhurt after crash 

SPA-FRANCORCH AMPS / ADi r"n. . . 
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SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS, Belgium (AP) 
— Formula one rookie Jacques ViUeneuve 
upstaged teammate and world champi- 
onship leader Damon Hill Friday, finishing 
ahead of the Briton on bis maiden run on 
the Belgian Grand Prix track. 

Gerhard Berger and his Benetion-Renauit 
led all drivers during Friday’s first official 
practice ahead of the McLaren-Mercedes of 
David Coulthard. But all eyes centered on 
the battle of Williams-Renault teammates 
Hill and ViUeneuve. 

With the constructors' title already won 
by Williams, the two have vowed to fight to 
the end in the quest by both for their first 
world title. 

Michael Schumacher showed the 9.974- 
kilometre (4.3 33-mile) Spa Circuit is not as 
easy as it is scenic, spinning and slamming 
hard into the tire safety wall at over 200 
kpb (125 mpb). He walked away from the 
crash with nothing more than a sore knee 
but sat out the afternoon pratice session. 

Canada’s ViUeneuve bad only the third 
best time in Friday’s practice but was more 
than a tenth of a second ahead of Hill, who 
was seventh best. 

Hill, however, has proved he always 
peaks during Saturday’s qualifying session 
for the grid, having started ahead of his 
teammate in 11 of the 12 races this year. 

Berger had a time of 1 minute, 53.706, 
and held a healthy .636 seconds ahead of 
Coulthard, ViUeneuve was .737 behind, 
with Hill .838 back. 

The Briton leads ViUeneuve by 17 points 
in the season standings going into Sunday's 
race with only four events remaining. Even 
if Vilienueve won all four. Hill could finish 
second in all four and still take the title. But 
hill has said he wants to finish off any chal- 
lenge by winning the next two races” 

ViUeneuve already has caused more tban 
one surprise. During his maiden Formula 
One season, the Indycar champion has won 
three races to keep his hopes for successive 
Indycar-Formula One championships alive. 

He was 1.5SS seconds slower than Hill in 
the morning practice, but edged ahead in 
the afternoon, resulting in his “fantastic” 
evaluation of the Spa track. 

Meanwhile, Schumacher, who has had 
trouble finishing races, continued to strug- 
gle with his Ferrari. Moments after setting 
the second-fastest time during morning 
practice, his car slid on two successive cor- 
ners before skidding over the sandpit and 
slamming backwards into the tire wall. 

He blamed “balance problems” of his 
raucb-maligned Ferrari for the high-speed 
crash. 

The reigning world champion has suf- 
fered from technical problems throughout 
tiis sorry season, andV.failed to finish in 
seven of the* 12 races so far. He had the 
eighth time overall Friday. 

With Schumacher blown out of sight. Hill 
and ViUeneuve only have each other to beat 
to earn their first Formula One World 


Championship title. 

And even though the more experienced 
HU1 leads by 17 points with only 40 left at 
stake, rookie ViUeneuve is not about to 
throw in the towel at the Belgian Grand 
Prix. 

“It’s a fight for the championship.” said 
Villeneuve. ‘It’s not as if I wiU yield the 
inside track,” he said. 

And the spectacular Spa-Francorchamps 
track should be to liking. 

The 6.974 kilometres of gray asphalt cut 
through the pristine wooded Ardennes Hills 
teems with daring, fast comers and spectac- 
ular descents — picture perfect for an 
adrenaline driver like Villeneuve. 

And he will need to be the daredevil since 
HiU has a healthy cushion in the standings 
and can drive much more defensively. 

It matters little that ViUeneuve hasn't dri- 
ven the racecourse yeL He also won in 
Hungary two weeks ago, even though he 
had never laid eyes on the Hungaroring. 

And the way drivers all rave about the old 
racecourse molded by the gentle hills, Fri- 
day’s first practice session cannot come fast 
enough. 

“From the first pictures I’ve seen of it and 
from what everybody’s been telling me. I 
know I'm going to like it a lot,” he said. 

HiU has already faUen in love with the 
course winning two of the last three races 
here. He was second to world champion 
Michael Schumacher in miserable, wet 
conditions last year. 

This year, Schumacher is no factor in the 
world standings, as his worst enemy so far 
turned out to be his recalcitrant Ferrari. 

Not that ViUeneuve minds. If he wins he 
can stay on course for the rarest of doubles 
— win the Formula One title the year after 
capturing the Indycar Championship. 
Britain's Nigel ManseU performed that feat 
in reverse order in 1992-1993. 

As a rookie, it has been an unbelievable 
season for Villeneuve. especially since last 
month. He has steadily grown in stature 
during races, winning in Hill's back yard in 
Silvenstone and in Hungary. 

The problem is that he has yet to match 
Hill in qualifying, forcing him to start back 
on the grid on race day. That should not 
matter much here, since the track is strewn 
with passing opportunities. 

The Belgian Grand Prix brings back trag- 
ic memories for the ViUeneuve family. His 
father GiUes died in an accident during 
practice in 1982 at the Zolder Circuit 

But ViUeneuve cannot dweU on that once 
he steps into the overpowering Williams- 
Renault which has already won the team 
Constructors Championship. 

Hill now has 79 points, compared to 62 
for Villeneuve. Jean Alesi, in a ‘Benetfon- 
Renault is a distant third with 35 points. 

Schumacher is only fourth with 29. A win 
counts for 10 points, with subsequent 
places dwindling down 6 -4-3-2- 1. 


Atlanta mayor: Flaw in emergency 
call system did not add to bomb toll 


U S. Open run Australian clubs handed 

' new deadline in ethnic row 


ATLANTA (AP) — Atlan- 
ta’s mayor has acknowl- 
edged that the city's emer- 
gency call system was 1 
flawed the night of the 
Olympic bombing, but he 
denied that a 10-minute de- 
lay in handling the bomb 
threat contributed to the 
bomb's toU. 

The delay “clearly is a 
problem,” Mayor BiU 
CarapbeU told reporters. 
“That problem, however, 
did not cause any resulting 


damage to persons or prop- 
erty because the bomb had 
already been discovered." 

Officers at Centennial 
Olympic Park had spotted 
the knapsack-bomb and 
were trying to clear people 
away when it exploded July 
27, killing one concert-goer 
and injuring dozens. 

The operator who 
received the caU waited 10 
minutes before reporting it 
to a dispatcher because she 
could not find the park's 


address. The computer sys- 
tem requires an address for 
each report although there 
is a bypass system she 
could have used. 

Because the caUer did not 
specify where within the 
22-acre (9 hectares) park 
the bomb was placed, Mr. 
CampbeU said it is unlikely 
state poUce would have 
done anything differently 
even if they had known of 
the call. 


SYDNEY fll) — Three of Australia's top soccer 
clubs escaped expulsion from the National 
League but the game’s ruling body set them a 
new deadline in a continuing row over the 
sport’s ethnic image. 

Champions Melbourne Knights, Marconi and 
Sydney United are defying Soccer Australia 
(SA) by refusing to scrap club logos which 
reflect their mainly European roots. 

SA wants them to use new logos as pan of a 
marketing plan aimed at broadening the league’s 
appeal beyond its traditional migrant support 
base. 


Chairman David Hill, who initially ordered 
the clubs to comply by Thursday, said they now 
have until SepL 4. 

‘There is now the prospect that we can get the 
logos we want buTones that the clubs can live 
with to protect their heritage," he told reporters. 

The issue has bitterly divided the league, 
which struggles to compete with rugby league 
and Australian rules football. 

Officials from Marconi, whose logo features 
the red, green and white of the Italian flag, have 
described the SA policy as a kind of “ethnic 
cleansing.’ 1 


Bisharat 
wins another 
horse show 
jumping 
trophy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jor- 
dan’s Hani busharat won AI 
Zai Cup in Al Azraq Com- 
petition in the Royal Inter- 
na-tional Horse Show Jum- 
ping event held at the Ara- 
bian Horse Club Thursday. 

Bisharat riding Fakher Al 
Arab in Al Azraq sixth 
fence jumping competition 
which started with 15 com- 
petitors taking part in the 
preliminary rounds. 

Only four competitors 
reached the final rounds to 
be eliminated by Bisharat 
who won the cup of Al 
Azraq competition leaving 
the second place to Yasser 
Sharief from Syria. 

The Dead Sea Competi- 
tion was monopolised by 
Qatar's team leaving no 
chance for any competi- 
tors. 

Syria won the Rum Com- 
petition in which each team 
consists of two riders if the 
first rider commits an error 
the second rider will con- 
tinue from where his part- 
ner made the error. Jor- 
dan’s Hani and Ibrahim 
Bisharat took the third 
place in this competition. 


Hoddle names 
Beckham, 

Le Tissier in 
England squad 

LONDON (R) — Man- 
Chester United's David 
Beckham received his first 
England call-up and 
Southampton's wayward 
maestro Matthew Le Uss- 
ier was recalled as new ma- 
nager Glenn Hoddle named 
his first squad Thursday. 

The two creative mid- 
fielders are included in the 
22rSiro.ng: party .to face 
Moldova on SepL 1 in Eng- 
land’s first qualifier for the 
1998 World Cup. 

With the experienced Ar- 
senal players David Platt 
and Tony Adams both in- 
jured, Hoddle also recalled 
Newcastle’s combative 
midfielder David Baity and 
Manchester United defend- 
er Gary Pallister. 

Blackburn goalkeeper 
Tim Flowers loses his 
place to Liverpool’s David 
James, while Manchester 
United youngster Phil Ne- 
viUe and Liverpool’s Jamie 
Redknapp miss out through 
injury. 

The inclusion of Beck- 
ham and Le Tissier pro- 
vides the clearest signal yet 
Hoddle wants his England 
side to play with invention 
as weU as aggression. 

Beckham has made an 
outstanding start to the 
league season and scored a 
spectacular goal from in- 
side his own half for Unit- 
ed against Wimbledon last 
Saturday. 

He was also at the centre 
of the United team that de- 
moUshed Premier League 
rivals Newcastle in the 
Charity Shield at Wembley 
the previous weekend 
Le Ussier, who plays the 
same creative midfield role 
at Southampton as Hoddle 
used to play ar Tottenham 
in the 1980s, returns after 
only six previous England 
appearances, four as substi- 
tute. 
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DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

* Unfurnished 1st floor. 3 bedrooms (incl. 1 master), 3 baths, 
kitchen, living, dining, sitting rooms and 3 balconies. Total space 
300 square metres. Location: Shmeisani, opposite Darotel, 
quiet area, beautiful view. 

For more Information, please contact owner 
at 605480 


Ground Floor Apartment For Rent 

About 180 sq.m, with its nice private garden. Consists 
of a fully furnished salon, dining room, two bedrooms 
and a fully equipped kitchen, the interior design also 
works as a medical clinic. The main advantage is the ] 
multiple car parking in the side road. Located in the best : 
residential area. 

If interested please call 671509 
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In The Best Location In Swefieli 


* An American Style Ultra - Lux Furnished Villa 

* Super Deluxe Appt.With new Brand Furniture 


Al-Abdullat Real State Est.Tel:669600 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


Two bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
two bathrooms, kitchen & telephone. 

Location : Sweifleh 

Call Tel. gl 972 S _ 


JOB VACANCY - ACCOUNTANT 

An American firm has an opening in Amman for an 
accountant with: 

- 6-1 0 years experience. - BS in accounting. 

- Excellent computer skills. - Fluent English, spoken 

& written. 

The company offers a good salary and benefits. 

Please fax your CV to 645505 - Amman 


Furnished Apartments In Shmeisani 

For Rent 

Two furnished apartments in Shmeisani, each 
consisting of three bedrooms, including one master, 
with spacious salon, three bathrooms, modern kitchen, 
with alt utilities. Areas : 210 and 175 square metres 
respectively. Annual rent is preferable. 

Please call Tel. 079/39943 
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Rangers crush Alania 7-2, Rapid 
advances past Dynamo Kiev 


LONDON (AP) — Ally 
McCoist scored three times 
in the first 18 minutes as 
Glasgow Rangers scored a 
spectacular 7-2 victoiy at 
Russian Titlist Alania Vla- 
dikavkaz Wednesday to po- 
wer into the lucrative last 
16 of the European Cham- 
pions Cup on a 10-3 aggre- 
gate. 

Rapid Vienna, Cup Win- 
ners Cup runner up last sea- 
son. also made it to the 
round-robin group stage of 
Europe's more prestigious 
soccer competition by gain- 
ing an on -the -road 4-2 vic- 
tory at Dynamo Kiev to win 
6-2 overall. 

Steaua Bucharest, Cham- 
pions Cup titlist in 1986, 
overpowered Belgium's FC 
Bruges 3-0, to advance 5-2 
on aggregate, and Switzer- 
land’s Grasshoppers won 1- 
0 at Slavia Prague to go 
through 6-0. 


Widzew Lodz of Poland 
went down 3-2 at Den- 
mark's Broendby for a 4-4 
aggregate but advanced 
because it had scored more 
goals away from home. 

Sweden’s IFK Goteborg 
gained a 1-1 tie at Hun- 
gary’s Ferencvaros to go 
through 4-1, and Norway’s 
Rosenborg downed last 
season’s semifinalisu Pana- 
thinaikos of Greece, 3-0 to 
advance 3-1. 

Turkey's Fenerbahce tied 
1-1 with Moccabi Tel Aviv 
to go through 2-1. 

Success in the prelimi- 
nary round means these 
winners now go into Fri- 
day's draw facing at least 
six big-money games 
against teams of the caliber 
of Italian soccer giants Ju- 
ventus and AC Milan, 
Dutch powerhouse Ajax, 
England’s Manchester Uni- 
ted. They were among the 


eight teams seeded to auto- 
matically reach the last 16. 

Winner 3-1 at its rbrox 
Park Stadium two weeks 
ago. Rangers needed only 
33 seconds to increase its 
lead through McCoist. 

The veteran striker, who 
scored Scotland's only goal 
in the European champi- 
onship in June, made it 2-0 
in the 12th minute. And, 
after Russian international 
midfielder Igor Yanovski 
replied for Alania, McCoist 
made it 3-1 in the 18th. 

A penalty by Nazim Su- 
leimanov made it 3-2 be- 
fore Dutch forward Peter 
Van Vossen gave the Scots 
a 4-2 half time lead. 

Even without suspended 
England star Paul Gas- 
coigne, Rangers proved too 
strong for the Russian 
champion before some 
35,000 fans, and added sec- 
ond half goals with Danish 


star Brian Laudrup netting 
twice and substitute Charlie 
Miller adding another. 

Before 80,000 fans in 
Kiev, Rapid's Bulgarian 
international, Trifon Iva- 
nov, netted two first half 
goals as the Austrians hit 
back from 1-0 down to tri- 
umph. 

Adrian llie also scored 
twice in the opening half in 
Sieaua’s victory over 
Bruges in Bucharest 

Pawel Wojtala’s goal a 
minute from the end for 
Widzew Lodz put the Pol- 
ish team into the last 16 
despite its 3-2 loss at 
Broendby. 

Until that goal, Widzew 
was 4-3 down on aggregate 
and his strike made it 4-4 to 
put his team through be- 
cause it had scored more 
away goals. 


Bayern Munich gets tough UEFA Cup draw in Valencia 


GENEVA (AP) — Defend- 
ing champions cup winner 
Juventus and Paris Sl Ger- 
main — the Cup Winners 
Cup champion — seemed 
to come out unscathed from 
Friday’s draw for the three 
European cups. 

But defending UEFA Cup 
champion Bayern Munich 
took a hit in the first round 
and will have to face 
Spain's Valencia, serious 
contenders for this year's 
Spanish League title. 

UEFA Cup play begins on 
SepL 10, followed by the 
Champions League on 


Sept. 11 and the Cup Win- 
ners Cup on Sept. 12. The 
next rounds will be Sept. 
24-26. 

Valencia, second last year 
to Spanish League champi- 
ons Atietico De Madrid, has 
signed Brazilian internatio- 
nal Romario in the off-sea- 
son and is expected to chal- 
lenge for the league title. 

In the Champions League 
draw, defending champion 
Juventus landed in a Group 
C with Manchester United, 
Rapid Vienna and Fener- 
bahce of Turkey. 

Juventus will begin its 


defence against two-time 
defending English Premier 
League champion Man- 
chester United Sept. 11. 
Those two clubs will be 
favoured to advance from 
round-robin play to the 
quarterfinal round. 

In Group A, it’s Glasgow 
Rangers, Auxeire, Ajax and 
Grasshoppers of Zurich 
with Ajax — last year’s 
Champions Cup runners-up 
— the clear favourites. 

In Group B, it’s Widzew 
Lodz of Poland, Atietico De 
Madrid, Steaua Bucharest 
and Borussia Dortmund 


with the German side prob- 
ably favoured to top the 
tables. 

In Group D, it’s FC Porto 
of Portugal, IFTC Goieborg, 
Rosenborg of Norway and 
AC Milan with the Italians 
— the ’94 Champions Cup 
winners — favoured to fin- 
ish on top. 

In the Cup Winners Cup, 
Paris St. Germain drew the 
Liechtenstein side Vaduz. 
FC Barcelona — another 
favourite here — also got 
an easy first-round draw in 
Aek Lamaca of Cyprus. 


Shearer’s Newcastle face pacesetters Wednesday 


LONDON (R) — Newcas- 
tle, their early season 
nerves calmed by a mid- 
week win and a goal from 
£ 15-million man Alan 

Shearer, host Sheffield 
Wednesday, the only Pre- 
mier League side with max- . 
. imum points,! Saturday. ; 

• ..Kevin .Keegaa’^Newflas- ; 
tie were routed 4-0 by Man- 
chester United in the Chari- 
ty Shield and lost 2-0 to 
Everton last weekend in 
their first league outing. 

But they spluttered into 
life Wednesday m'ghL beat- 
ing Wimbledon 24). Shear- 
er, the world’s costliest 
player, netted his debut 
league goal for the club and 
for the first time this season 
Newcastle looked like the 
attacking force who so 
nearly took the title last 
year. 

“I’m reasonably happy,” 
Keegan said. “One or two 
things could still be better 
but our commitment and 
teamwork are getting there. 
It also looks as though 
something is starting to 
really develop between Les 
Ferdinand and Alan Shear- 
er.” 

But Wednesday wiU be a 
tough team to beat 

They escaped relegation 
on the final day of last sea- 
son but have kicked off this 
year with successive victo- 
ries over League Cup hold- 
ers Aston Villa and York- 


shire rivals Leeds. 

Big-thinking manager 
David Pleat faded in a 
close-season bid to entice 
Juventus forward Attilio 
Lombardo to Hillsborough 
but so far the Italian has not 
been missed. 

..Striker Andy Booth, who 
■ signed Jtroift i first- division 
Huddersfield for a fraction of 
the price Pleat was prepared 
to pay for Lombardo, and 
Sheffield-bom trainee Richie 
Humphries, who scored 
against both Villa and Leeds, 
have transformed Wednes- 
day's forward line since last 
year. 

Pleat also expects to have 
strikers David Hirst and 
Mark Bright back in con- 
tention after injuries. 

Defending champions 
Manchester United take on 
bitter rivals Blackburn in 


Sunday’s match. 

Blackburn, struggling to 
come to terms with life with- 
out Shearer, have lost their 
opening two games and part- 
ed company this week with 
their director of footbaU 
Kenny Dalglish, the man 
who, as manager, guided 
them to the title in 1995. 

“It’s the first time I have 
been unemployed since I left 
school — by someone else’s 
choice," a forlorn Dalglish 
stud. 

“We came to the same 
opinion, albeit the club came 
to it a little bit earlier than 
me." 

United, chasing their fourth 
league tide in five years, will 
be looking to improve on 
their mid-week 2-2 home 
draw against Everton, for 
whom striker Duncan Fergu- 
son scored twice. 


On Saturday. Ferguson and 
Everton travel south to Tot- 
tenham, who drew with 
newly-promoted Derby 
Wednesday after starling the 
season brightly with an away 
win at Blackburn. 

“Our back four has done 
quite well'in ttye two garffts," 
Spurs manager Gerry Francis 
said. “But this is a test- for 
them especially after Fergu- 
son’s two goals against Unit- 
ed. He will be flying." 

Tottenham will be without 
skipper Gary Mabbutt, who 
broke a shin bone last Satur- 
day and will be out until after 
Christmas. 

Liverpool, who beat Arse- 
nal earlier in the week, enter- 
tain newly-promoted Sun- 
derland. who trounced Not- 
tingham Forest 4-1 away in 
mid-week, while Ruud Gul- 
litt’s Chelsea host Coventry. 
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Galleria Courtyard 

announces its biggest 
clearance ever on all the 
American - German and 
other imported furniture 
and accessories until the 
end of August 

Tel. 079 -40180 


FOR RENT 

A super deluxe apartment - Furnished or 
unfurnished - Second floor. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, L-shaped salon, dining & sitting, 3 
spacious verandas, central heating, large 
kitchen. 227 sq.m. 

Location: Jabal Al Hussein, opposite bus 
entrance, De La Salle College. 

For more information please call 624684 


Deluxe Fully Furnished Villa for Rent 

Location: Mecca Street, Tla'a AI Ali 
American style, two floors, three bedrooms, 
three bathrooms, 2 sitting rooms, 4 balconies: 
overlooking a beautiful garden with trees, 
telephone line. 

Call the owner directly at Tel. 5528979. 


ABDOtIN 


Fully Furnished . 

Large 2BR, 2bath,full kitchen, diningroom, and living room. 
Huge terrace, with beautiful view. 

Telephone line, and satellite dish available. 

Close to the US. Embassy 

Only Serious Interest, Please Call 818731 



Now come to the best l 



Heartbeat announces the 
launch of its 24 hour 

Telephonic Cardiac 
Monitoring Services. 



For farther information, please call: 
Tel. 645250, 645350 Fax 644351 
P.O. Box S 15447 Amman 11118 Jordan 
e-mail: heanbear-jo@new.coin.jo 
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PNA cabinet recommends freeing Hamas 

activists; Arafat seen under pressure 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies'! — The Palestinian 
cabinet has recommended that President Yasser Arafat 
release hundreds of Hamas activists held for months with- 
out charge, officials said Friday. 

Meanwhile Israeli newspapers reported warnings from 
defence sources that the stagnation of the peace process is 
putting Mr. Arafat under serious pressure and increasing the 
probability of extremist attacks against Israel. 

The activists were jailed in a roundup of about 900 mili- 
tants conducted at Israel's urging after four suicide bomb- 
ings in February and March. About 300 remain in 
Palestinian prisons, but only about 50 have been charged. 

The cabinet approved the recommendations of a ministe- 
rial committee that investigated mass protests in Tulkarm 
and Nablus after a prisoner was beaten to death. The com- 
mittee urged the government to study the status of the 
detainees *'as soon as possible” and release those detained 
without justification. 

The release of prisoners has become an urgent need.” 
Hanaii Ashrawi, the Palestinian minister of higher educa- 
tion, said Friday, “we have to keep our internal front unit- 
ed.'’ 

Attorney General Khaled A1 Kidreh confirmed Friday that 
several hundred Hamas activists were still in prison and 
said: “We are studying each case.” Arafat spokesman 
Nabil Abu Rdaina said Mr. Arafat would release “anybody 
who has not committed any crime or any offense.” but gave 
no specifics. 

Mr. Arafat released 120 Hamas prisoners last month, but 
stopped under criticism from Israel. Mr. Abu Rdaina insist- 
ed, however, that there was no connection between Mr. 
Arafat’s actions and Israeli politics. 

Last week,, the Palestinian supreme court ordered the 
immediate release of 10 university students who are among 
the detainees, but the students so far remain jailed. 

Legislator Aiad Amen, arguing that the prisoners were 
arrested to appease Israel in the wake of the bombings, said 
they should be released because “the government of Israel 
is not respecting its political commitments.” 

Palestinians are angry that Prime Minister Benyamia 
Netanyahu, who took office in June, has so far refused to 
meet with Mr. Arafat, hold substantive talks with the 
Palestinians or move ahead with Israel's five-month-over- 
due pullout from Hebron. 

At a cabinet meeting Friday, Mr. Netanyahu reiterated 
that talks with the Palestinians would resume “soon” but 
gave no specifics. 

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz quoted a defense source as 
saying that Mr. Arafat was in “deep internal distress” and 
that pressure on him was growing because of the absence of 
meaningful negotiations with the new government. 

The source said Mr. Arafat's control over his security 
forces was weakening and that if the situation continued to 
deteriorate, “Arafat may allow the security forces to ease up 
on Hamas and he won’t care if there are terror attacks " 

The Maariv newspaper also warned of the possibility of 
an attack if the peace talks remain frozen. 


The prime minister's office refused to comment on the 
reports. 

Mr.Kidreh denied that Mr. Arafat's government would 
allow attacks, but agreed that the situation was growing 
more dangerous. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s mistaken policies “are not justification 
for us to commit another mistake." he said. “Our choice for 
peace is strategic. But in case of despair you can not predict 
what will be the reaction.” 

Stepping in where Mr. Netanyahu has so far refused to go, 
his rival and predecessor Shimon Peres met Thursday with 
Mr. Arafat and said Israel must keep its promises to the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Peres, speaking to reporters after meeting with Mr. 
Arafat in the Gaza Strip, said: “I feel deeply obliged that 
every promise we made on behalf of the government, on 
behalf of the Israeli people, must be respected.” 

“I shall do whatever i can - not as the government, but as 
the head of the opposition, to support the peace process," he 
added. 

Mr. Peres, who won a Nobel Peace Prize for his peace- 
making efforts with the Palestinians, said he was convinced 
that a comprehensive Mideast peace was attainable. “We 
should not miss this opportunity” he said. 

“Peace is not only a Palestinian need,” added Mr. Arafat 
'“It is a Palestinian need, an Israeli need and an interna- 
tional need, and we have to protect it.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, who earlier accused Mr. Peres of interfer- 
ence for meeting with Arab leaders, said: “It is possible for 
the leader of the opposition to meet any Arab leader as long 
as he remembers that we are the government that sets poli- 
cies.” 

Mr. Peres had harsher words for Mr. Netanyahu in an 
interview published Thursday in Israel's Maariv newspaper, 
accusing him of wrecking the peace process since taking 
office. 

“This is a government of immobilization and paralysis, 
and lots of talk.” he said. “They are destroying everything. 
The economy, the peace.” 

Mr. Peres said Mr. Netanyahu's policies could unite the 
Arab World once again against Israel. 

“Arafat is in a difficult situation. This government is giv- 
ing them an alternative to peace.” he said. “That is a dan- 
gerous alternative — a unified Arab front against us.” 

In anocher development, a tumult erupted earlier 
Thursday when Israel's army blocked Mr. Arafat from fly- 
ing to the West Bank, where he was originally supposed to 
meet with Mr. Peres. The decision was quickly reversed, 
and an official said it had been a bureaucratic mistake. 

Angry Palestinian officials charged that the incident was 
an attempt to obstruct the peace process and undermine Mr. 
Arafat's authority. 

“He is the president and has the right to move freely from 
the West Bank and Gaza without any restriction.” said 
Ahmad Qouriea. head of the Palestinian legislative council. 


Security Council asks Iraq to 
stop blocking arms inspections 


UNITED NATIONS (Age- 
ncies) — The U.N. 
Security Council on Friday 
called on Iraq to stop block- 
ing U.N. arms inspectors, 
warning that only full coo- 
peration could lead to the 
lifting of a crippling six- 
year-old embargo. 

In a formal statement 
issued as U.N. Special Co- 
mmission (UNSCOM ) Ch- 
airman Rolf Ekeus pre- 
pared to leave for Iraq later 
in the day, the Security 
Council said that Iraq's 
repeated blockage of U.N. 
arms inspectors was “a 
gross violation of its obliga- 
tions" under U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

The latest obstruction to- 
ok place last Friday, when a 
team of U.N. inspectors 
searching for banned wea- 
ponry was blocked on its 
way to a site in the Bag- 
hdad outskirts. 

Earlier last week, Iraqi 
authorities disrupted inter- 
views that the U.N. team 
wanted to hold with Iraqi 
officials in a bid to clear up 
remaining gaps in Iraq's 


accounting for its pro- 
gramme of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Mr. Ekeus has said he sus- 
pects that Iraq, which under 
U.N. resolutions must des- 
troy and account for all its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, is concealing weapon- 
ry on trucks and moving 
components around the 
country. The 15-member 
Security Council reminded 
Iraq that “only full compli- 
ance with its obligations 
under the relevant resolu- 
tions will enable the execu- 
tive chairman of the Special 
Corn-mission to present his 
report." 

UNSCOM must certify 
that Iraq has complied with 
the U.N. disarmament req- 
uirements before the oil 
embargo, imposed follow- 
ing the August 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, can be 
lifted. 

Under a temporary hum- 
anitarian exemption to the 
sanctions, Iraq will soon 
resume exports of limited 
quantities of oil in return for 
food and medicine under an 


agreement reached with the 
United Nations in May. 

Western diplomats said 
Friday's statement, which 
reiterated the council's sup- 
port for the arms inspectors, 
planned to “arm Ekeus with 
a message to Iraq not to 
mess with UNSCOM." 

Mr. Ekeus’ talks in Bag- 
hdad with Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz from 
Sunday are aimed at follow- 
ing up a June 22 agreement 
in which Iraq pledged to 
provide immediate, unre- 
stricted and unconditional 
access to the U.N. inspec- 
tors. 

The U.S. and British del- 
egations, which take a hard 
line on Iraq, had been pre- 
ssing since last month for a 
tough statement reminding 
Iraq of its obligations to 
cooperate with the inspec- 
tors who have been blocked 
since March. 

But the text, which had 
originally condemned Iraq 
for persistently breaching 
its commitments, was wat- 
ered down after an inter- 
vention by Egypt. 


Opposition to appeal Lebanon poll results 


BEIRUT (R) — Christian 
opposition candidates, cit- 
ing heavy intimidation and 
fraud by the pro-Syrian 
government, have 

announced they will appeal 
to the courts against their 
defeat in Lebanon's parlia- 
mentary election. 

Albert Moukheiber, an 
anti-Syrian nationalist 
defeated in Sunday’s first 
round said he would appeal 
to the Constitutional 
Council, a new 10-member 
court which can cancel the 
results and order a new poll 
if it finds the vote was seri- 
ously flawed. 

Defeated candidates have 
30 days to appeal. The 
court's creation last year has 
for the first time given los- 
ing candidates the chance to 
appeal to an independent 
body. Appeals in the past 
were made to the incoming 
parliament which routinely 
ignored them. 

The Constitutional 

Council showed its inde- 
pendence last month by 
striking down part of the 
election law after opposi- 


tion deputies appealed 
against it on grounds of 
unconstitutionality. 

Mr. Moukheiber's aides 
said two colleagues on his 
seven- member list would 
appeal with him against the 
results in the North Metn 
district where only one on 
the list was elected. 

Other appeals are expect- 
ed in two more of the six 
Mount Lebanon districts — 
from Ali Aromar, a Shiite 
Muslim of the pro-Iranian 
Hizboilah (Party of God) in 
Baabda district, and Joseph 
Abu Sharaf, a Maronite 
Christian in Kesenvan dis- 
trict. 

The government crushed 
opposition hopes by win- 
ning 32 of the 35 seats in 
Mount Lebanon. the 
Christian heartland, and the 
press, an independent moni- 
toring group and the opposi- 
tion have raised an uproar 
with charges that it used 
fraud, threats and vote-rig- 
ging- 

Newspapers have 

expressed concern Chat the 
government, intent on 


allow ng only a few opposi- 
tion deputies in parliament, 
will intensify alleged abuses 
in the next four rounds of 
voting in different regions 
on the next four Sundays. 

The government and its 
supporters have so far 
ignored all charges of elec- 
toral abuse. Interior 
Minister Michel A1 Murr, 
who organised the vote and 
easily won a North Metn 
seal, refused to answer 
questions when announcing 
the first round results. 

Mr. Moukheiber accused 
the government of failing to 
guarantee a free and fair 
vote and of exploiting its 
authority to the maximum 
in favour of its supporters. 
But he said the opposition 
must fight on and 
denounced calls by hardline 
Christians for an electoral 
boycott as cowardice. 

He drew cheers from his 
supporters when he said the 
government, which is 
backed by 35,000 Syrian 
troops, was making 
Lebanese elections like 
those in Syria. 


KDP claims 
victory in 
clashes 
with PUK 

ERBIL (Agencies) — The 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) on Friday claimed victo- 
ry over tbe rival Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan tPUK) after six 
days of heavy fighting in north- 
ern Iraq. 

Franso Harriri, a member of 
the KDP leadership based in 
ErbD. said tbe PUK launched an 
offensive on Thursday in the 
Ashnoya region which was 
pushed back to the Iranian bor- 
der by KDP fighters. 

He added that a total of 400 
PUK fighters had been killed, 
wounded or taken prisoner. 

“PUK forces were defeated 
and chased all the way to the 
Iranian border ... reports from 
the area state that the entire PUK 
force was demobilised and dis- 
integrated," said a KDP 
spokesman in London. 

He said KDP forces now con- 
trolled the entire Sedakan 
region, an area north of Iraqi 
Kurdistan’s main town of Er-bil 
and the focus of the current 
fighting, and that the KDP had 
captured senior PUK military 
commander Said Bekh 
Baradosti. 

A U.N. official in northern 
Iraq said he was unsure of the 
total number of casualties, but 
added that he had “not seen such 
a complicated situation like this 
since 1994’’ when fighting 
between the groups broke out 

The latest round of clashes 
Starred Saturday between the 
two Kurdish factions which 
have jointly controlled northern 
Iraq in defiance of Ba-ghdad 
since 1991. The PUK accuses 
the KDP of collaborating with 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, while the KDP says 
Iran actively supports the PUK. 

Each denies the other’s cla- 
ims. 

U.S., British and French pla- 
nes based in south Turkey have 
been shielding Iraq's Kurds 
from any attack by Iraqi govern- 
ment forces since shortly after 
the end of the 1991 Gulf war. 

But the air force did not stop 
Iranian troops from entering the 
enclave last month to chase 
Iranian Kurdish rebels. 

The KDP. led by Massoud 
Baizani, said on Wednesday that 
Iranian artillery killed or wound- 
ed about 100 people in daily 
bombardments of northern Iraq 
this week in support of the PUK. 



REPAIRING DAMAGE: A worker repaint the front of a government office in Karak 
which was damaged in last week's disturbances after calm returned to the city (see 
page one) (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Japan to give Jordan $7 million for 
bridge, access roads and terminal 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japan will 
give Jordan a grant of $7 
million to reconstruct the 
Sheikh Hussein Bridge and 
build access roads and ter- 
minal facilities. the 
Japanese embassy said 
Friday. 

An embassy press release 
said an agreement to this' 
effect is expected to be 
signed during the 24-hour 
visit of Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yukihiko Ike da, 
who arrives here Saturday. 

The agreement, the result 
of several months of dsicus- 
sions between the two sides, 
will be signed for Jordan by 
Prime Minister. Foreign 
Minister and Defence 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

"This (bridge) project is a 
concrete step as well as a 
symbol of peace in the 
region and another example 
of Japanese contribution to 
the (Middle East) peace 
process,” the embassy said. 

Tbe Japanese and 
Jordanian governments are 
also discussing Tokyo’s 
assistance to several other 
projects and are expected to 
finalise agreements in the 
next few months. 

During his visit here, Mr. 
Ekeda will hold talks with 
His Majesty King Hussein, 


His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Kabariti on the “recent 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process, the eco- 
nomic reform policy of 
Jordan and bilateral rela- 
tions...” said the embassy. 

Japanese Ambassador to 
Jordan Takayuki Kimura 
said Wednesday Mr. Ikeda's 
visit to the Middle East was 
aimed at expressing Japan's 
concern over the troubled 
Arab-Israel peace process 
and encouraging all parties 
to exert all efforts to resume 
peace negotiations. 

On tbe bilateral front, the 
ambassador said the 
Japanese government whol- 
ly supported Jordan's eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme and paid tribute to 
Amman's strict adherence 
to the programme. 

Without commenting on 
specifics of the programme. 
Ambassador Kimura said: 
“We are totally supportive 
of Jordan's commendable 
efforts to restructure its 
economy and are aware of 
the difficulties (Jordan) 
faces. We are very compas- 
sionate to the problems of 
Jordan and are ready to 
extend whatever help we 
could in this context.” 

“We have experienced 
similar problems several 
decades ago. and thus it is 
easy for us to understand 


and appreciate the difficul- 
ties that Jordan is undergo- 
ing he added in a reference 
to the post-Worid War n 
reconstruction of Japan. 

Apart from political 
developments in the region, 
the agenda for Mr. Ikeda's 
talks here include Japanese 
assistance for several pro- 
jects. including human 
resources development — 
mostly building schools — 
and for water supply and 
distribution projects. 

Jordan has requested S60 
million in assistance from 
Japan for human resources 
development. It is not 
known yet whether Japan 
will meet the request in frill. 

Japan's assistance to 
Jordan — grant aid and 
loans — in the past 12 
months was about $340 mil- 
lion, including $215 million 
to help the Kingdom's bal- 
ance of payments and $100 
million to finance the 
expansion of the Aqaba 
thermal power plant. 

“In terras of per capita 
receipt of Japanese official 
development assistance 
loan, Jordan has been num- 
ber one among all the devel- 
oping countries...." said 
the embassy statement, not- 
ing that Japan granted $33 
million to Jordan to envi- 
ronment. basic human 
needs and the agricultural 
sector during the fiscal year 


Chemical traces of explosive 
found on TWA Flight 800 


NEW YORK (Agencies) 
— Investigators have fou- 
nd chemical evidence of 
an explosive device amid 
the wreckage of the TWA 
jet that crashed in the 
Atlantic last month off 
New York's Long Island, 
the New York Times 
reported Friday. 

The residues were of a 
chemical used in plastic 
explosives, but it was 
unclear whether it came 
from a bomb or a surface- 
to-air missile, three senior 
federal officials involved 
in the investigation told 
the daily. 

A spokesman ai the 
Federal Bureau of Inv- 
estigation (FBI) would not 
confirm the report and 
said officials were still 
unable to determine what 
caused the crash and 
explosion of TWA Flight 


The traces were found 
on a piece of wreckage 
from the passenger cabin 
bet-ween rows 17 and 28, 
close to the area where the 
plane split in two before it 
fell out of the sky, said the 
officials, who requested 
anonymity. 

Although such evidence 
would appear to meet FBI 
standards for declaring 
that the July 17 crash that 
killed all 230 people on 
board was the result of a 
criminal act, a senior 
investigator refused to 
confirm it officially. 

A source, quoted by 
Associated Press, said of 
the evidence, “whether or 
not a bomb or missile 
brought down that plane at 
this poinr we don’t know 
for sure.” 


Investigators still 

haven’t ruled out other 
scenarios, including the 
possibility that a mechani- 
cal failure caused the 
explosion that brought 
down the plane, a senior 
law enforcement official 
in Washington told the AP. 

The official said the 
Times account was “kind 
of exaggerated in saying 
we’re down to two 
options, either a bomb or a 
missile.” 

“All three of the theo- 
ries, including a mechani- 
cal accident are still being 
considered. None have 
been ruled out. No great 
comer has been turned in 
the investigation,” the 
official said. 

One official also sug- 
gested to the AP that there 
are other possible expla- 
nations for the existence 
of a trace amount of the 
explosive PETN: for 

example, a passenger, per- 
haps a soldier who wonted 
with explosives, could 
have carried a trace amo- 
unt of the material onto 
the plane inadvertently. 

The Times said senior 
investigators were not yet 
ready to declare the crash 
the result of a criminal act 
until they can say for sure 
whether the explosion was 
caused by a bomb or a 
missile. 

They still hoped to 
retrieve more wreckage, 
and were particularly int- 
erested in finding metal 
fragments showing what 
investigators call shock 
waves — physical dam- 
age left by a blast that sug- 
gests what type of device 
exploded. 


Five days after the crash, 
investigators found pre- 
liminary indications of 
PETN residue on another 
piece of wreckage, the 
right wing near the fuse- 
lage. But a later, more 
sophisticated test at the 
FBI lab in Washington did 
not confirm that find. 

The results of the later, 
definitive test on the other 
piece, the Times said, have 
been known for as long as 
two weeks, but investiga- 
tors kept them top-secret. 

If the crash is declared a 
criminal act, it would be 
the deadliest crime in 
American history, sur- 
passing the April 1995 
bombing of a federal 
office building in Okla- 
homa City that killed 168. 

In other developments, 
NASA investigators who 
probed the Challenger 
spa-ce shuttle disaster 
were called in Thursday to 
examine specific pieces of 
TWA Flight 800's wreck- 
age. 

Rescue crews have sal- 
vaged 60 per cent of the 
plane's wreckage, strewn 
on the ocean floor, and so 
far have recovered 208 
bodies. 

The possibility that the 
crash was caused by an act 
of terrorism prompted the 
Federal Aviation Adm- 
inistration to tighten secu- 
rityat airports around the 
country. 

President Bill Clinton 
has vowed to arrest the 
bombers, if an attack 
caused the crash, to jus- 
tice. 


Philippine 
population to top 
70 million In 1996 

MANILA (AFP) -7 The 
Philippines' population is 
expected to top the 70 mil- 
lion mark next month 
unless the government su- 
cceeds in curbing the 
country’s high birth rate, 
official figures show. The 
National Statistics Office 
said Friday that a national 
census counted a total 
population of 68,614,162 
as of 12:01 a.m. on Sept. 

1, 1995. indicating a geo- 
metric annual growth rate 
of 2.32 per cent in the first 
half of the 1990s. If the 
growth rate were main- 
tained for 1996 the popu- 
lation would be 70.206 
million by sept. 1, 1996. 
The 1995 growth rate was 
0.03 percentage points 
lower than that recorded in 
the 1980s. the government 
agency said. The decline 
started in the early 1970s. 
which coincides with the 
first serious attempt by 
this largely Roman Cat- 
holic nation to curb its 
birth rate. The church bans 
artificial contraceptives. 
The last official census in 
1990 counted 60.7 million 
people. The average ho u- , 
sehold size shrank to 5.074" 
per cent in 1995 from 5.31 
members in 1990. Metro 
Manila and its surrounding 
provinces acc-ounted for 
more than 38 per cent of 
the population. 

Venezuelan police 
caught leaving 
U.S. with cash 
stash 

MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — 
Two Venezuelan police 
officers were arrested at 
Miami's airport as they 
were about to leave the 
United States * with 
$900,000 stashed in sever- 
al suitcases, authorities 
said. U.S. customs spok- 
esman Michael Sheehan 
said customs officials were 
suspicious of the two men 
because they were carry- 
ing 28 suitcases between 
them. They will bt$; ' 
charged with money traf- 
ficking and rendering false 
testimony, he said. U.S. 
law allows no more than 
$ 10,000 to be taken out of 
the country. The men were 
arrested and identified as 
Oscar Rog-elio Guzman. 
46, former chief of intelli- 
gence in Venezuela's 
police force, and Ramon 
Antonio Hem-andez, an 
inspector with the same 
branch. Mr. She-ehan said 
the cash the suspects were 
carrying was all in bills of 
small denomination, sug- 
gesting it might have come 
from illicit activities such 
as selling drugs on the 
street. 

Chinese acrobat 
hopes to surpass 
Three Gorges 
skywalk feat 

BEUING (AFP) — A Chi- 
nese acrobat hopes to sur- 
pass the sky walking feat 
set by Canadian sruntmaf 
Jay Cochrane last year and 
cross the Yellow River on a 
1,000-metre tightrope. The 
steel wire has already been 
fixed over the Hukou 
Waterfall on the Yellow 
River at a height of 40 
metres and both Feng Jiu- 
shan and his nephew Feng 
Xile are training for the 
Sept. 1 event, Xinhua said 
Friday. While the younger 
Feng is more energetic, die 
older is more experienced 
and the pair have not yet 
decided who will take on 
the challenge .set by 
Cochrane, who crossed the 
Yangtze River on a 640- 
metre wire. On July 12 a 
well-known Chinese acro- 
bat Zhong Yinguo, fell to 
his death while attempting 
a rival skywalk in south- 
western Sichuan province. 
Mea-n while, Cochrane 
scheduled to return 
China next month and sky- 
walk between two Sha- 
nghai skyscrapers on Sept. 

25 during the Shanghai 
Tounsm Festival. 
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